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AGENDA

• Tie-in to 11th Edition
• Guiding Principles for Development
• Technical Review Teams
• Review Process and Timeline to Completion
• FHWA Involvement
• Highlights of Changes
• Training and Outreach



Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices

• Contains Standards and Guidelines for 
Traffic Control Devices

• Required for all Roadways Open to Public 
Travel – U.S. Code of Federal Regulations

• Essential to have nationwide consistency in 
traffic control standards



The MUTCD
There have been 11 editions of the MUTCD

1935 1942 1948 1961 1971 1978 1988 2000 2003 2009 2023



History of the MUTCD
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11th Edition of the MUTCD
• Became Effective:  January 18, 2024
• States must adopt within 2 years of the 

effective date
• Wisconsin must adopt a state manual per 

State Statute 84.02(4).
• Local Units of Government must follow the 

manual, per State Statute 349.065



11th Edition of the MUTCD



Development of the WMUTCD
Why Wisconsin Develops a State MUTCD

• State Specific Standards, Guidelines and Statutory 
references.

• Provide additional supporting information.
• WisDOT traditionally developed a separate Supplement 

document.
• Utilizing two documents (MUTCD and Supplement is 

cumbersome for the practitioner).
• WisDOT officially combined the supplement and 2009 

MUTCD in 2017.



Development of Technical Review Teams
Hit the ground running in January 2024…



Guiding Principles for WisDOT Technical Teams 



What is “Substantial Conformance”?



How does “Substantial Conformance” work?

• Applies to States (such as Wisconsin) that do not 
adopt the National MUTCD.

• The FHWA Division Office must approve State MUTCD 
or Supplement within the 2-year adoption period.

• 2 years from effective date of the National MUTCD 
(January 18, 2024).

• Also applies to other state traffic policies.



Specific Wisconsin WMUTCD Language 
(shown in red)



FHWA Error Corrections (shown in blue)



Draft WMUTCD was sent out on September 3, 
2024 for Review and Comment

• Critical part of the process, since the Manual applies to 
all units of government.

• Comment period ended on October 30, 2024
• Traffic Technical Teams are currently reviewing and 

addressing comments.
• Comments, along with how comments are addressed 

will be made available.



136 comments received on the draft WMUTCD



Development of the WMUTCD
Remaining Timeline

• Traffic Technical Teams complete comment reviews and 
final edits to WMUTCD by December 31, 2024.

• January 2025 – WisDOT makes final edits to WMUTCD and 
circulates the final draft within the Department for review 
and comments.

• February 2025 – WisDOT submits final copy to FHWA 
Division Office for final review and concurrence of 
substantial conformance to the MUTCD 11th Edition.

• March 2025 – Adoption and Publication of the WMUTCD.



WMUTCD Changes that will impact WisDOT 
and locals

Most are precipitated by the MUTCD

Wisconsin Department of Transportation Wisconsin 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (WMUTCD)

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/wmutcd/wmutcd.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/wmutcd/wmutcd.aspx


Items to be aware of…

• The WMUTCD and summary document highlighting changes 
to the WMUTCD will be posted on WisDOT website 

• Standard Highway Signs and Markings Manual Updates  New 
Standard Signs included in the 11th Edition of the MUTCD—Phased Releases of PDF, 
EPS, and SVG files - FHWA MUTCD (dot.gov)

• WisDOT Standard Sign Plate Updates
• MUTCD is available to access/download free of charge at 

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov
• Groups such as ITE, ATSSA and AASHTO have all indicated 

that they will sell hard copies of the MUTCD.

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/kno-shs_2024-release-status/index.htm
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/kno-shs_2024-release-status/index.htm
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/kno-shs_2024-release-status/index.htm
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/


Training and Outreach Efforts

• BTO will be putting together training sessions (in virtual 
format) for WisDOT, Consultant and County.  Timeline will be 
late spring 2025.

• WisDOT working with UW LTAP, who will help provide 
training for local units of government.



Questions???

THANK YOU!!!
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