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11th Edition Overview



Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices

• Contains Standards and Guidelines for Traffic 
Control Devices

• Required for all Roadways Open to Public Travel 
– U.S. Code of Federal Regulations

• Essential to have nationwide consistency in 
traffic control standards



11th Edition of the MUTCD
• Wisconsin must adopt a manual per State 

Statute 84.02(4).
• Local Units of Government must follow the 

manual, per State Statute 349.065
• Wisconsin Develops a State MUTCD 

(WMUTCD)



Development of the WMUTCD
Why Wisconsin Develops a State MUTCD

• Combines State Specific Standards, Guidelines and Statutory 
references with the Federal MUTCD language.

• Provides additional supporting information.
• Utilizing two separate documents (MUTCD and Supplement) is 

cumbersome for the practitioner.
• WisDOT officially combined the supplement and 2009 MUTCD in 

2017.



Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices

• Standard: required, mandatory, or specifically prohibited 
practice; “shall”; bold text

• Guidance: recommended practice, deviations allowed; 
“should”; italicized

• Option: statement of practice with no requirement or 
recommendation; “may”

• Support: informational statement, no degree of mandate

WMUTCD-specific text is in blue (previously was red)

Definitions of Headings



Location of 
WMUTCD:

*Previous (2009) version available at the bottom of the webpage.



TEOpS
Traffic Engineering, Operations and Safety Manual

• Contains additional guidance for 
WisDOT roadways

 Policy contained within must 
conform to the WMUTCD
 Locals are under no obligation to 

follow, but are encouraged to 
consider following to promote 
consistency in WI

CURRENTLY UNDER REVISION



Location of 
WisDOT 

Sign Plates:

CURRENTLY UNDER REVISION



WisDOT Sign Code Changes



• Phase-in periods listed below start from January 18, 2024.
• WisDOT is not responsible for confirming local compliance to the MUTCD.

Chapter 1B – Legal Requirements for Traffic Control Devices
• 1B.03 Compliance of Devices



Part 2 - Signs
Chapter 2A – General
Chapter 2B - Regulatory Signs, Barricades, and Gates
Chapter 2C - Warning Signs and Object Markers
Chapter 2D - Guide Signs - Conventional Roads
Chapter 2E - Guide Signs - Freeways and Expressways
Chapter 2F - Toll Road Signs
Chapter 2G - Preferential and Managed Lane Signs
Chapters 2H-2N - General Information Signs, General Service Signs, Specific Service Signs, 
Tourist-Oriented Directional Signs, Changeable Message Signs, Recreational and Cultural 
Interest Area Signs, and Emergency Management Signs



Chapter 2A – General

•Information affecting all of Part 2 (Signs)
–Sign function and purpose
–General sign design
–Shape, color, border, messages
–Lateral offset, height
–Minimum retroreflectivity



• If a standard sign exists, must use that sign
•Sign symbols must be identical to those in SHS

– no more agency-specific symbols

•Word legend signs can’t substitute for standard symbol signs
– unless specifically allowed elsewhere in the MUTCD

Chapter 2A – General
•2A.04 Design of Signs



•OK:
–Rotate
–Offset
–Raise to clear

•Not OK:
      -Cutting corners

    or changing 
     shape

Chapter 2A – General
•2A.05 Shapes



•Added figures on 
sign use at junctions 
and intersections

Chapter 2A – General
•2A.13 Standardization of Location



• Clarifies where it is considered one vs two intersections
    Separate   Single
    Left turns overlap  Left turns miss

Chapter 2A – General
•2A.23 Median Opening Treatments for Divided 
Highways



Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•Inform road users of regulations, traffic laws, and 
applicability

•Generally rectangular with black legend on a white 
background, with specific exceptions



•Discusses and addresses control in order of restriction:
–No control
–Yield control
–Stop control
–All-way stop control

•Added warrants for all-way stop control
–Use the least restrictive control that provides appropriate levels of 
safety and efficiency

Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•2B.06-2B.20 Signing for Right-of-Way at 
Intersections



•Reduced emphasis on 85th percentile, but 85th still 
used for technical guidance
–Urban / suburban / “main street”: other factors should be considered
–Rural: posted speed should be within 5 mph of 85th percentile

•Adds a list of factors to be considered in setting speeds
•Refers to expert systems and Safe System Approach
•Context (rural, urban, major, minor) must be considered
•If observed speeds greatly exceed posted speeds, 
consider other measures

Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•2B.21 Speed Limit Sign



•Speed signs are traffic control devices but setting speed zones 
is an engineering practice

•In the Final Rule, FHWA stated they may evaluate 
removing speed zone setting content from the 
MUTCD in a future rulemaking

•MUTCD would still define design and placement of 
speed signs

Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•2B.21 Speed Limit Sign



•Added R3 signs with specific applicability for turn 
restrictions

Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•2B.26 Movement Prohibition Signs



•R3-5 will no longer have large black border option 
•R3-5 can no longer be post mounted (Use R3-7 instead)

Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•2B.27 Intersection Lane Control Signs



•Roundabout Signing - Replace black &
white chevrons in central island with ONE
WAY signs

11th Edition2009

Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•2B.49 One Way Signs



•New Electric Vehicle Parking & Charging Signs

Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•2B.49 Parking, Standing, and Stopping Signs



•New weight limit signs
•New emergency vehicle weight limit signs
•New requirement for advance notice of 
weight restrictions

•5 year compliance date (January 2029)

Chapter 2B – Regulatory Signs
•2B.64 Weight Limit Signs



Chapter 2C - Warning Signs
•Inform road users of conditions and hazards on or 
adjacent to facilities

•Generally diamond-shape with black legend on a 
yellow background for permanent installations, with 
specific exceptions



27

•No longer modifying 
Table 2C-3 

•WisDOT specific 
(historically used) 
values can be found in 
TEOpS 2-3-5

Chapter 2C – Warning Signs
•2C.04 Placement of Warning Signs
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•Determination of sight distance for warning signs
•Modified values no longer included in Chapter 2C
•WisDOT specific (historically used) values can be found in 
TEOpS 2-3-6

Chapter 2C – Warning Signs
•2C.04 Placement of Warning Signs



• Now lists a wider range of devices that can be used at 
curves
–Curve and turn signs
–Chevrons
–Large Arrow(s)
–Delineators
–Pavement markers and markings
–Wider edge lines
–Rumble strips
–Other devices

• Table 2C-4 provides new direction on use

Chapter 2C – Warning Signs
•2C.05 - 2C.12 Horizontal Alignment Warning Signs 
and Plaques



•New W13 signs for sharp turns & truck rollover
•New figures for turn and curve signs on ramps and other 
locations

Chapter 2C – Warning Signs
•2C.05 - 2C.12 Horizontal Alignment Warning Signs 
and Plaques
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•Now black and yellow
•Plaque design must be used with 
regulatory speed limits

•WisDOT Approved Products List created 
with compliant devices

Chapter 2C – Warning 
Signs

•2C.13 Vehicle Speed Feedback 
Sign and Plaque



•Low clearance advance sign now 
mandatory

•New W12-2b sign for lane- specific 
low clearance
– Recommended where clearance 
varies greatly

•5 year compliance date for both 
(January 2029)

Chapter 2C – Warning Signs
•2C.25 Low Clearance Signs



Chapter 2D & 2E – Guide Signs
•No compliance dates related to Chapter 2D – 2N
•Reorganization
•Guide sign related content from the previous Part 5, 
Low Volume Roads, is adopted into Chapter 2D.



Chapter 2D – Conventional Roads
•2D.45 Street Name Signs
•Now overhead street name signs must have a white 
border



Chapter 2D – Conventional Roads
•2D.53 Truck and Passing Lane Signs
has new Guidance and Figures

•2D.53 Figure 2D-26 for Truck Lane
•2D.53 Figure 2D-27 for Intermittent 
Passing Lane



Chapter 2D – Conventional Roads
•2D.59 Emergency Routing Signs and Plaques



Chapter 2E – Freeways & Expressways
•2E.18 Arrows for Interchange Guide Signs
•Overhead - located on the side of the sign
•Post-mounted - located at the bottom portion of 
the sign and centered under the legend.



Chapter 2E – Freeways & Expressways
•2E.40 Design of Overhead Arrow-per-Lane Guide 
Signs for Option Lanes

•Minimum arrow heights based on principal legend 
are shown in Table 2E-6 and reduced from the 2009 
MUTCD.



Chapter 2E – Freeways & Expressways
•2E.41 Diagrammatic Advance Guide Signs
•Simplified schematic graphic, no more lane lines



Chapter 2E – Freeways & Expressways
•2E.42 Intermediate and Minor Interchange
Multi-Lane Exits with Option Lane

•Partial Width Overhead Arrow-per-Lane signs 
allowed

•If used, the through route is not displayed
•Figure 2E-44 for example use (includes 
design for existing sign support structure 
retained)
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Chapter 2E – Freeways & Expressways
•2E.51 Supplemental Guide Signs
•The Option statement allowing pictographs in 
supplemental guide signs has been removed.

•Pictographs allowed
–Transit
–Electronic tolling
–Jurisdictional Boundary Signs
–Travel Info Call 511
–Bike Routes



Chapter 2H – General Information Signs
•2H.12 Enhanced Reference Location Signs
•The background shall be green
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Chapter 2H – General Information Signs
•2H.13 Acknowledgment Signs and Plaques
•The background shall be blue



Chapter 7A – General

Chapter 7B - Signs

Chapter 7C - Markings

Chapter 7D – Crossing Supervision

Part 7 – Traffic Control for School Areas



Chapter 7B – Signs
• 7B.05 School Speed Limit Signs and Plaques

Previous Configuration



Chapter 7B – Signs
•7B.05 School Speed Limit Signs and 
Plaques

•A School Speed Limit assembly shall be used to 
indicate the speed limit where a reduced school 
speed limit zone has been established based 
upon an engineering study or where a reduced 
school speed limit is specified for such areas by 
statute. 



Ask the expert!
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