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 Traffic Engineering, Operations & Safety Manual  
 Chapter 13 Traffic Regulations  
 Section 11 Survey Permits 

13-11-1 Policy May 1990 

(The following was contained in a memorandum of April 4, 1974, instituting the issuance of permits for surveying 
and related activities.) 

From time to time private land surveyors, utility company surveyors, and others doing similar work are an 
highway right-of-ways for the purpose -of making land surveys, locating landmarks or monuments, surveying for 
utility lines, etc. The work way take place wholly on or above the highway surface as is the case in measuring 
distances and courses or establishing elevations, or it may include excavation, for example to locate 
monuments. For the safety of both highway traffic and persons making these surveys, it appears desirable to re-
emphasize the requirements for such operations. 

It is recognized that such private survey work on or along a highway is accomplished in a short time and does 
not involve any significant interference with traffic or hazard to either traffic or the survey crew. In such cases, 
the survey personnel have the same status as any pedestrian upon the highway, although unlike persons 
engaged in highway construction or maintenance they are not exempt from the provisions of the Rules of the 
Road. Such survey personnel should be strongly encouraged to wear high-visibility clothing. Whether or not they 
should place advance warning signing will depend somewhat upon whether the work is near or across the 
roadway, or if it is done well away from traffic. 

A permit is required whenever the survey activity will necessitate actual closure of a portion of the roadway for 
more than a very brief period such as when an isolated measurement is made across the road. The attached 
permit format should be used. The Region should add special conditions necessitated by the specific situation. 
When the highway is heavily traveled it way be desirable to require that a uniformed police officer be provided to 
direct traffic. 

Permits for surveys and other similar operations not requiring an excavation on highway right-of-ways will 
normally be issued by the Regional Traffic Section and a copy shall be sent to the Central Office Traffic Section. 

Whenever it is necessary to cut into the roadway surface, to use mechanized equipment or to make any 
substantial excavation elsewhere in the highway right-of-way to locate a monument or for any reason, a permit 
is required from the Maintenance Section. 



TEOpS 13-11 

Page 2 

 


	Traffic Engineering, Operations & Safety Manual
	Chapter 13 Traffic Regulations
	Section 11 Survey Permits
	13-11-1 Policy May 1990

