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 Traffic Engineering, Operations & Safety Manual  
 Chapter 9 Traffic Controls for Bicycle Facilities  
 Section 2 Signs 

9-2-18 SHARE THE ROAD Bicycle Warning Signs April 2010 

GENERAL 

The MUTCD Section 9B.18 gives guidance on the usage of several types of bicycle warning signs.  One 
warning sign mentioned is the SHARE THE ROAD (W16-1) plaque, which may be used in conjunction with the 
Bicycle Warning (W11-1) sign.  The MUTCD states that the sign combination may be used to warn motorists to 
watch for bicyclists along the highway.  However, the MUTCD guidance is general and does not specifically 
address problem areas.  As a result, this sign combination has the potential to be overused and misused, which 
can result in motorist non-compliance of the signs in general.  This policy will provide specific guidance as to 
where this sign combination may be used and restrict usage to areas where motorists may not be aware of 
bicyclists entering the roadway. 

POLICY 

The SHARE THE ROAD (W16-1) plaque shall only be used provided the following requirements are met:  

1. Locations where there is a geometric change that would direct a bicyclist from a dedicated bikeway or paved 
shoulder into the travel lane. 

2. The SHARE THE ROAD (W16-1) plaque shall not be used for roundabout locations.  For roundabouts, it is 
expected that bicyclists and pedestrians will enter the roadway.  If there are problem areas for roundabouts, 
the standard pedestrian crossing (W11-2) sign should be installed with supplemental arrow plaque (W16-7) 
sign. 

3. In locations where the SHARE THE ROAD (W16-1) plaque is used, it shall be mounted below the standard 
Bicycle Warning (W11-1) sign or other appropriate warning sign (i.e. Narrow Bridge (W5-2) sign).  The 
SHARE THE ROAD plaque shall not be mounted by itself on a post. 

4. For locations requiring the usage of the SHARE THE ROAD (W16-1) plaque, and Bicycle Warning (W11-1) 
sign, WisDOT will pay for the installation and maintenance of the signs on the state highway system. 

 

9-2-19 Bicycle Signing June 2014 

BACKGROUND  

At times, the Department receives requests for the installation of signing pertaining to bicycle routes and 
bicycle lanes. These signs are often requested for areas where there are designated bicycle routes or lanes 
that run concurrent with State maintained roadways.  The MUTCD Section 9B provides guidance on the 
placement of regulatory and guide signs for bicycles in order to provide guidance of decision points and 
reassurances along established bike routes.  The intent of this policy is to clarify the MUTCD language and to 
establish a policy as to where WisDOT will allow the usage of bicycle route signs on State maintained 
roadways. 

GENERAL POLICY  

Bike Route signs may be used on the State highway system provided the following criteria are met:  

1. The bike route would need to be an official, continuous route that is part of a national, local, or regional 
bike route system and would generally be considered a good candidate (adequate shoulder width on 
roadway and/or lower than 1000 ADT) for signage.  Guide sign requests for bicycle routes should be 
coordinated between the Region Traffic Engineer and Region Bike/Pedestrian Coordinator. 

2. The Region Traffic Engineer will review the request with the Region Bike and Pedestrian Coordinator. If 
the proposed bike signing is approved, a permit shall be issued to the local unit of government that is 
accepting long-term maintenance of the signing.  Permit Form DT2500, is attached to this policy.  A copy 
of the approved permit shall be sent to the local government and a copy shall be filed in the Region 
Office. 

3. For installation of the signs, WisDOT will determine the locations of the signs.  For communities 
requesting the signs, the appropriate county highway department, municipality or a WisDOT approved 
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signing contractor shall be contacted to install the signs.  For counties requesting the signs, the county 
highway department may perform the installation following approval from the traffic operations engineer at 
the WisDOT Regional Office. 

4. As part of the permit, the community or county would agree to pay all costs associated with initial 
installation and long-term maintenance of the signs.  Installation may be included as part of an 
Improvement Project, however long-term maintenance of the signs would be the responsibility of the 
community or county. 

5. If the bike route is removed or moved, the signs shall be adjusted accordingly. 

6. Bike trail map kiosks shall be located outside the state highway right-of-way, off of the state trunk highway 
system.  Prior to development or placement of a kiosk, coordination shall be made with the Region 
Outdoor Advertising contact. 

INSTALLATION POLICY FOR BICYCLE ROUTE GUIDE SIGNS 

1. Bicycle route guide signs (D11-1 signs with supplemental M7 series arrow plaque) shall only be used at 
decision points where the bike route turns off of the state trunk highway.  Reassurance markers 
(confirmation signs) may be allowed on the state trunk highway for longer bike route sections or after 
major intersections. 

2. The D11-1, bike route sign may utilize a supplemental D1 series name plaque. Street names shall not be 
utilized on the D1 series name plaque, only the official bike route name. If the D1 series name plaque is 
used, it should be mounted below the D11-1 sign.   

3. When installed on roadways, D1 series signs shall only be installed as a supplement to the D11-1 sign. 

4. The M1-8 or M1-8a bicycle route sign may be used in lieu of the D11-1 sign if the state or local bicycle 
route is identified by a unique route designation number. The D1 series name plaque should not be used 
with the M1-8 or M1-8a bicycle route sign. 

5. If the M1-8a bicycle route sign is used, the pictograph shall not contain any commercial advertising.  
Colors of the pictograph should meet the requirements defined in TEOpS 2-15-6. 

6. The M1-9 bicycle route sign shall only be used for a bicycle routes that travels through multiple states 
(interstate route) that is identified by a unique route designation number.  This interstate bike route 
number is assigned by AASHTO.  The D1 series name plaque should not be used with the M1-9 interstate 
bicycle route sign. 

INSTALLATION POLICY FOR BICYCLE LANE REGULATORY SIGNS 

1. The R3-17 Bike Lane sign shall only be installed at the beginning and ends of the bike lane and after 
major intersections or periodically along the route (refer to Figure 9C-6 in the MUTCD).  The R3-17 Bike 
Lane sign is intended for locations where the bike lanes are continuous along the roadway. The R3-17 
Bike Lane sign should not be used where the shoulder is the bike accommodation or where bike lanes are 
only provided at intersections. 

2. If the R3-17 Bike Lane sign is used at the beginning or end of the bike lane, then the R3-17aP AHEAD or 
R3-17bP supplemental plaques shall be used. 

3. The R4-4 Begin Right Turn Lane Yield to Bikes may be used for weave areas where there are 
demonstrated problems with motorists weaving across bicycle traffic upon entering an exclusive right turn 
lane.  The R4-4 sign is typically not installed as part of an Improvement Project unless there were 
demonstrated problems with weaving prior to construction.  The R4-4 sign may also be utilized in these 
locations as a replacement to the R3-20RR Begin Right Turn Lane Sign.  

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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