
 Traffic Engineering, Operations & Safety Manual  
 Chapter 2 Signing 
 Section 15 Comprehensive Guiding Policies 
  

2-15-1.1 AASHTO Guide for Supplemental Signs February 2021 
GUIDELINES 
Following is a copy of the 2001 AASHTO Guidelines for the Selection of Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic 
Generators Adjacent to Freeways. These are the AASHTO Guidelines that are incorporated by reference in 
Section 2E.35 of the MUTCD. This section of the MUTCD also recommends that states should adopt an 
appropriate policy for installing supplemental signs using the AASHTO Guidelines for the Selection of 
Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic Generators Adjacent to Freeways. 

The department has adopted policy pursuant to Section 2E.35 which is found in TEOpS 2-15-3. Both the 
AASHTO Guidelines for the Selection of Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic Generators Adjacent to 
Freeways” as incorporated in the MUTCD and the department policy found in TEOpS 2-15-3 apply. 

 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf


TEOpS 2-15 

Page 2 

 

 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 3 

 

 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 4 

 

 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 5 

 

2-15-3 AASHTO Guide for Supplemental Signs April 2017 
DIRECTIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL SIGN REQUESTS 

The following is a table intended to provide preliminary information on the eligibility of specific sign requests for 
installation on the state trunk highway system, including freeways and expressways. It shall be used in 
combination with the rest of this subject, which gives more specific qualifying criteria. 

Abbreviations: 

Supplemental C: The category for traffic generator supplemental signing on conventional highways 

Supplemental F: the category for traffic generator supplemental signing on freeways 

SS (numbers): A reference to a numbered subsection of the state statutes 

TEOpS (numbers): A reference to another subject in the Traffic Engineering, Operations and Safety Manual 

Trans 200.nn: A reference to a subsection in Chapter Trans 200 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code 
DESTINATIONS or 
INFORMATION 

CATEGORIES AUTHORIZATION REMARKS 

Agricultural Experiment Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Agricultural Farms Not Permitted   
Air Traffic Control Not Permitted   
Airport – Major Govt. Transportation   
Airport – Public General 
Aviation 

Govt. Transportation   

Amtrak Station Govt. Transportation   
Amusement Parks Supplemental C, SIS, SS 86.195 Qualifying Criteria 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/Trans%20200.03
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195


TEOpS 2-15 

Page 6 

Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Animal Hospitals, 
Emergency 

Not Permitted   

Animal Ranches Not Permitted   
Animal Shelters Guidance Signs Trans 200.03  
Arboretums Supplemental C  Qualifying Criteria 
Arenas, multi-purpose Supplemental F & C  Qualifying Criteria 
Armories, Reserve Ctrs Supplemental C  Qualifying Criteria 
Arrow Boards Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 aka Guidance signs 
Athletic Fields and/or 
Facilities 

Community wayfinder 
Guidance Signs 

TEOpS 2-15-
60Trans 200.03 

 

Attractions SIS SS 86.195  
Auditoriums Supplemental F & C  Qualifying Criteria 
Auto Repair Not permitted   
Aviation Flight School Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Banners Information TEOpS 13-12-1  
Boat Landings Inter-agency  Conventional Hwy only 
Botanical Gardens Supplemental C  Same as Arboretums 
Braking, Engine (Jake) Special TEOpS 2-2-30  
Bus Terminals Not Permitted   
Business District Special 

Community wayfinder 
TEOpS 2-6-50 
TEOpS 2-15-6 

Alternative to “Downtown” 

Cabins, Cottages, Non-
rental 

Not Permitted   

Cabins, Cottages, Rental Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Camping, including Logo SIS, TODS, Guidance 

Signs 
 Category depends upon highway type  

Campgrounds (public) Inter-agency   
Camps, Private Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Canoe, Kayak, Tubing 
Facilities 

TODS SS  86.196  

Casinos Supplemental F & C  Qualifying Criteria 
Cemeteries Not permitted  See Veterans Cemeteries 
Churches Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
City Hall Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
City Parks Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Civic Centers  Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Clinics Not Permitted   
Colleges Supplemental F & C  Qualifying Criteria 
Community Destination 
Signs 

Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6 aka “Wayfinder” signs 

Community Welcome Signs Special/Not Permitted TEOpS 2-1-41  
Conservation Center  Inter-agency  Conventional Hwy only 
Convention Centers Supplemental F & C 

Community wayfinder 
Guidance Signs 

 
TEOpS 2-15-6 
Trans 200.03 

Qualifying Criteria 
 
Also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Correctional Institutions Inter-agency  Conventional Hwy only 
Country Clubs Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
County Fairgrounds Inter-agency   
County Institutions 
(Healthcare Facilities) 

Inter-agency,  
Guidance Signs 

 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

County Parks Inter-agency   
Courthouses Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Crime Stoppers Special/Not Permitted   
Cruises, Boat Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Dance Halls Not Permitted   
D.A.R.E. Special/Not Permitted   
DMV Service Center State Govt. Service 

Centers/Intra-agency 
 Conventional Hwy only 

DNR Service Center State Govt. Service 
Centers 

 Conventional Hwy only 

Dog Tracks Supplemental F & C  Qualifying Criteria 
Donation Centers Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Downtown Special 

Community wayfinder 
TEOpS 2-6-
50TEOpS 2-15-6 

 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/13-12.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-02.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-06.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-01.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-06.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-06.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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Drive-In Theatres TODS SS  86.196  
Emergency Medical 
Treatment 

Special TEOpS 2-4-45.1 & 
TEOpS 2-4-45.2 

Emergency Room criteria 

Emissions Testing Station State Govt. Service 
Centers/Intra-agency 

 Conventional Hwy only 

Environmental Center Inter-agency Guidance 
Signs 

 
Trans 200.03 

Conventional Hwy only,  
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Events, Special Special TEOpS 2-15-25  
Exhibition, Exposition 
Center 

Supplemental F & C 
Guidance Signs 

 
Trans 200.03 

Qualifying Criteria 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Fairgrounds Inter-agency   
Factories Not permitted   
Ferries Govt. Transportation   
Fish Hatcheries Inter-agency  Conventional Hwy only 
Food, includes logo SIS,  

TODS 
SS. 86.195 
SS  86.196 

 

Forest boundaries Not permitted   
Forest Headquarters Inter-agency   
Freight Terminals Not Permitted   
Fuel (with logo) SIS,  

TODS 
SS. 86.195 
SS  86.196 

 

Game Farms TODS   
Gas, (with logo) SIS,  

TODS 
SS. 86.195 
SS  86.196 

 

Golf Courses Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Government Offices State Govt. Service 

Centers 
 Also the State Capitol 

Gun Clubs, Ranges Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Half-way Houses Not Permitted   
Health Clubs Not Permitted   
Heritage Tourism Sites  Program discontinued 

as of 12/1/13 
 Also TEOpS 2-4-52 

Highway Departments Not Permitted   
Highway Maintenance 
Facilities 

Not Permitted   

Historic Buildings Special or Inter-Agency  Could be Community wayfinder  
 

Historic District / Historic 
Downtown 

Special or  
Community wayfinder 

TEOpS 2-6-55 
TEOpS 2-15-6 

 

Historic Neighborhoods Not Permitted   
Historic Sites Special or Inter-Agency  Conventional Hwy only 
Historic Society Sites Special or Inter-Agency   
Historical Markers  TEOpS 2-4-40  
Horseback Riding Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Hospitals Special TEOpS 2-4-45.1 Emergency Room criteria 
Hotel (See Lodging) SIS, TODS, Guidance 

Signs 
 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Humane Society Shelter Guidance Signs 
Community wayfinder 

Trans 200.03 
TEOpS 2-15-6 

also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Ice Arenas, community Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Industrial Parks Supplemental C   
Jails Not Permitted   
Jurisdictional Boundary 
Signs 

Information TEOpS 2-1-41  

Kennels Not Permitted   
Lake, River, Stream Information TEOpS 2-4-55  
Libraries Community wayfinder 

Guidance Signs 
TEOpS 2-15-6 
Trans 200.03 

 
alsoTEOpS 2-15-60 

Local Parks Community wayfinder 
Inter-agency 

TEOpS 2-15-6  

Lodging (with logo) 
 
(without logo) 

SIS 
TODS 
Guidance Signs 

SS. 86.195 
SS  86.196 
Trans 200.03 

 
 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Logos on Signs  SIS SS. 86.195 also TEOpS 2-15-4 
Main Street Community Special/Not permitted   

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-06.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-01.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf


TEOpS 2-15 

Page 8 

Malls Not Permitted   
Marinas (Public) Inter-agency  Qualifying Criteria 
Marinas (Privately owned) Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Memorial Facilities Information SS. Chapter 84 Legislated 
Mental Facilities (Public) Not Permitted   
Military Academies Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Military Bases, Major Inter-agency   
Mobile Home Parks Not Permitted   
Motel (See Lodging) SIS, TODS, Guidance 

Signs 
 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Museums Supplemental F & C 
TODS,  
Guidance Signs 

 
SS  86.196 
Trans 200.03 

Could also be Community Wayfinder 

National Forest boundaries Not Permitted   Off R/W only 
National Historic Landmark Inter-agency  Could also be Historical Marker Guide 

Signs (TEOpS 2-4-40) 
Neighborhood Watch Special ss. 66.0429(2) 

ss. 60.23(17m) 
ss. 86.19 & TEOpS 2-4-45.3 

NEXT (n) EXITS Information  Primary signing, freeway only 
Nursing Homes – Private Not Permitted  See County Institutions 
Office Buildings Not Permitted  See Government Offices 
Orchards TODS  SS  86.196  
Park & Ride Lots Govt. Transportation   
Parks, State/county/local Inter-agency  Or Community wayfinder 
Parking Lots, municipal Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Parking Restrictions  Special ss. 349.13 

TEOpS 2-2-41 
MUTCD 2B.41 

Pharmacy Not Permitted   
Police Stations Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Population Signs Information TEOpS 2-1-41  
Ports Supplemental F & C  Great Lakes Shipping only 
Post Offices Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Power Plants (utilities) Not Permitted   
Preserves, Nature/Wildlife Not Permitted  See Wildlife Refuges &  

Watchable Wildlife 
Prisons Inter-agency  Conventional Hwy only 
Private Camps Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Public Access, lake/river Inter-agency   
Race Tracks Supplemental F & C  Qualifying criteria 
Rail Passenger Stations Govt. Transportation  Amtrak only 
    
Recreation Trails  

Guidance Signs 
TEOpS 2-15-15 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Recycling Centers Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Rehabilitation Centers Not Permitted   
Religious Camps Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Religious Worship Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Research Facilities Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Resorts TODS,  

Guidance Signs 
SS  86.196 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Restaurants SIS, TODS, Guidance 
Signs 

 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Retirement Facilities Not Permitted   
River, Lake, Stream Information TEOpS 2-4-55  
Sanitariums (Public) Community wayfinder 

Supplemental C 
TEOpS 2-15-6  

Schools, High, Middle, 
Elementary 

Community wayfinder 
Guidance Signs 

TEOpS 2-15-6 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Scientific Experiment 
(public owned) 

Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Seminaries Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Service Organization Not Permitted   
Sheriff Freeway Patrol 
Substations 

Inter-agency  Freeways Only 

Shooting Ranges Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/84
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0429
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0429
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/60.23
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/349.13
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-02.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-01.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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Shopping Centers Not Permitted   
Ski Areas, Downhill Inter-agency   
Skiing – Cross Country 
Trails 

Inter-agency  Conventional Hwy only,  
For trailheads only 

Snowmobile Trails (named)  TEOpS 2-1-50 
TEOpS 2-15-15 

 

Stadiums Supplemental F & C  Qualifying criteria 
State Forest / State Parks 
Boundaries 

Not Permitted   

State Forest / Parks HQs Inter-agency   
State Historical Markers  TEOpS 2-4-40  
State Historic Sites Supplemental or Inter-

agency 
 Operated by WI Historical Society 

State Patrol HQs Intra-agency   
State Trails Inter-agency TEOpS 2-15-15  
Subdivisions Not Permitted   
Supper Clubs Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Swimming Pools & 
Natatoriums 

Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  

Synagogue Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Taverns Not Permitted   
Technical College Supplemental F & C  Qualifying criteria 
Theaters, Live Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Theatres, Movie Not Permitted   
Tourist Information Centers  TEOpS 2-6-35 County or Local 
Tourist Oriented Directional 
Signs 

TODS category ss. 86.196,  
Trans 200.08 

 

Township Boundary Not permitted TEOpS 2-4-60  
Trails, Recreation  

Guidance Signs 
TEOpS 2-15-15 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Train rides (Entertainment) TODS 
Guidance Signs 

SS  86.196 
Trans 200.03 

 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

Train station Govt. Transportation  See Amtrak & Rail Passenger Stn 
Travel Information Inter-agency  State Tourism 
Tree City Special / Not Permitted   
Tree Nurseries Not Permitted   
Truck Stops, Truck Parking SIS, TODS   
Tubing, River TODS SS  86.196  
TV/Radio Stations Not Permitted   
Unincorporated 
Communities 

Information and/or 
Special 

TEOpS 2-4-48  

Universities Supplemental F & C  Qualifying criteria 
UW Extension Offices Not Permitted   
Vehicle Emissions Testing 
Stations 

State Govt. Service 
Centers/Intra-agency 

 Conventional Hwy only 

Vehicle Registration State Govt. Service 
Centers/Intra-agency 

 Conventional Hwy only 

Veterans Cemeteries  TEOpS 2-15-20  
Veterans Centers Inter-agency   
Veterans Memorials Not Permitted   
Vocational Schools Supplemental F & C   
Watchable Wildlife Area Inter-agency  DNR designation 
Wayfinder Signs Community wayfinder TEOpS 2-15-6  
Welcome To Not Permitted TEOpS 2-1-41  
Wildlife Refuges Supplemental C 

Guidance Signs 
 
Trans 200.03 

Conventional Hwy only,  
To Instructional Centers only 

Wineries TODS SS  86.196  
Youth Camps Guidance Signs Trans 200.03 also TEOpS 2-15-60 
Zoos Supplemental F & C 

Community wayfinder 
Guidance Signs 

 
TEOpS 2-15-6 
Trans 200.03 

Qualifying criteria 
 
also TEOpS 2-15-60 

 

Any facilities not included in this listing, shall be considered non-qualifying and shall not be permitted. 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-01.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-06.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-01.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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Policy purpose and background begins on  page 7.   

General guidance for freeway & expressway signing begins on  page 12.   

General guidance for conventional highway signing begins on  page 16.   

Specific guidance for signing in all categories begins on  page 18.   

Community Destination (Wayfinder) Signs page 18 

Government Service Centers page 19 

Government Transportation Facilities page 19 

Guidance Signs page 20 

Information Signs page 20 

Inter-Agency Facilities page 22 

Intra-Agency Facilities page 25 

Special page 25 

Specific Information Signs (SIS) page 26 

Tourist Oriented Directional Signs (TODS) page 27 

Specific guidance for miscellaneous generator supplemental signing  

On freeways and expressways begins on  page 27 

On conventional highways begins on  page 29 

Methods for sign installation and cost reimbursement begin on  page 31 

DEFINITIONS 

Freeways are defined as divided highways with fully controlled access at interchanges only. Interstate highways 
are freeways with the interstate route designation. 

Expressways are defined as divided highways with partially controlled access by a combination of interchanges, 
at-grade intersections, and driveways. 

Conventional highways are defined s streets or roads other than freeways or expressways. They may be divided 
or undivided, two-lane or multi-lane, and access is available at intersections and driveways. 

Traffic generators are defined as any facility, activity, or special point of interest which attract large numbers of 
people, the majority of whom are unfamiliar with the local area and/or access routes. 

Trailblazing signs, in this context, are community destination signs or other directional guide signs that direct 
subsequent turns on local streets to reach a destination. 

GENERAL PURPOSE AND GUIDELINES 

Department Functions and Responsibilities 

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (hereinafter referred to as Department) has the primary 
responsibility to develop, maintain, and operate a state trunk highway system designed to move traffic from one 
destination to another in a safe, efficient, and expeditious manner.  Erecting and maintaining highway traffic 
signs on the state highway system is a part of this responsibility.   

Standards for the design and application of all highway traffic signs erected on public highways are specified in 
the MUTCD which, in turn, is required by statute to conform to national standards on highway signing.  Refer to 
SS 84.02(4)(e) and (f), SS 84.60(1)(a) and SS 349.065.   

Signing under permit is addressed in Chapter Trans 200.03 Wisconsin Administrative Code.  Specific 
Information Signing (Logo), authorized pursuant to SS. 86.195, is addressed in Chapter Trans 200.06, 
Wisconsin Administrative Code.   

The basic supposition of supplemental signing is that the facility or institution as a class is of interest and 
concern to a sufficient number of motorists to warrant special directional signing. It is also a basic assumption 
that the purpose of this signing is guidance and not advertising.   

It is the purpose of these guidelines to describe all types of facilities and institutions for which signs may be 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/84.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/84.60
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/349.065
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/Trans%20200.03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/Trans%20200.06
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erected on State Highway right-of-way by state forces or under contract to the state.  Conversely signs will not 
be permitted for any type of facility or institution not addressed herein. 

Need for Signing Policy 

The Highway Beautification Act of 1965, public law 89-285, placed severe restrictions on billboard advertising.  
Governor Lee S. Dreyfus issued an administrative order in 1981, requiring the Department to permit 
supplemental guide signs, directing to the University of Wisconsin campuses.  Ever since, there has been a 
substantial demand on the Department to permit additional directional signs on highway rights-of-way.  In order 
to respond to all sign requests in a fair and consistent manner, the Department recognized the need to establish 
a signing policy that addressed all aspects of highway signing while maintaining a safe and logical sequence of 
informational displays in the highway environment.  This document supersedes all previous policy guidance on 
supplemental signing for public and private facilities.   

Although the WMUTCD contains standards for design and application of traffic control devices, it does not 
contain specific criteria on the following subjects:   

(1) Allowable sign messages,   

(2) Qualifications which permit placement of highway signs for various facilities and/or activities, or  

(3) Priority (ranking) of the various sign groups on the basis of highway user needs which, in turn, 
should determine the selection process for sign installations.   

These guidelines provide criteria by which to evaluate all highway signing requests in an equitable manner 
without penalizing the greater majority of highway users. 

Human Factors 

As vehicles move along a highway, each driver is confronted with many elements; the presence of other 
vehicles and pedestrians, roadway alignment and other design features, roadside signs and other obstacles, 
commercial development, wildlife, and adverse weather conditions.  Any or all of these factors may affect 
highway safety, as well as the driver’s ability to observe, assimilate, and react to pertinent highway sign 
messages.   

Studies of human behavior have shown that a driver can focus attention on only one thing at a time, but he can 
respond very rapidly to several stimuli.  However, receiving too much information in a short time can adversely 
affect the driver’s ability to process information effectively, causing what is known as information overload.  
Information overload is a condition in which the driver is unable to perceive and/or use the information 
displayed.  When this condition occurs, the driver will shift attention from one source of information to another 
and may overlook important sign messages.   

Considering the large number of highway elements confronting each driver, it is apparent that the amount of 
information which can be effectively conveyed by traffic signs, is limited.  Therefore, a system for avoiding 
information overload must be established. 

MUTCD References 

As a general background, several pertinent paragraphs from the MUTCD, as adopted by Wisconsin, are 
enumerated below. 

Section 1A.01 Purpose of Traffic Control Devices 
Support: 

The purpose of traffic control devices, as well as the principles for their use, is to promote highway 
safety and efficiency by providing for the orderly movement of all road users on streets and highways 
throughout the Nation. 

Traffic control devices notify road users of regulations and provide warning and guidance needed for the 
reasonably safe, uniform, and efficient operation of all elements of the traffic stream. 

Standard: 
Traffic control devices or their supports shall not bear any advertising message or any other 

message that is not related to traffic control. 
Support: 
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Tourist-oriented directional signs and Specific Service signs are not considered advertising; rather, they 
are classified as motorist service signs. 

Section 1A.02 Principles of Traffic Control Devices 
Support: 

This Manual contains the basic principles that govern the design and use of traffic control devices for all 
streets and highways open to public travel regardless of type or class or the public agency having 
jurisdiction.  This Manual’s text specifies the restriction on the use of a device if it is intended for limited 
application or for a specific system.  It is important that these principles be given primary consideration in 
the selection and application of each device. 

Guidance: 

To be effective, a traffic control device should meet five basic requirements: 

A. Fulfill a need; 

B. Command attention; 

C. Convey a clear, simple meaning; 

D. Command respect from road users; and 

E. Give adequate time for proper response. 

Section 2D.02 Application 
Support: 

Guide signs are essential to direct road users along streets and highways, to inform them of intersecting 
routes, to direct them to cities, towns, villages, or other important destinations, to identify nearby rivers and 
streams, parks, forests, and historical sites, and generally to give such information as will help them along 
their way in the most simple, direct manner possible. 

Section 2D.03 Color, Retroreflection and Illumination 
Standard 

 Except where otherwise specified herein for individual groups of signs, guide signs on streets and 
highways shall have a white message and border on a green background.  All messages, borders, and 
legends shall be retroreflective and all backgrounds shall be retroreflective or illuminated. 
 Historic downtown, State and National Historic Sites and Historical Marker signs shall have a white 
retroreflective message and border on a brown retroreflective background. 

Section 2D.07 Amount of Legend 
Support: 

The longer the legend on a guide sign, the longer it will take road users to comprehend it, regardless of 
letter size. 

Guidance: 

Guide signs should be limited to three lines of principal legend. Where two or more signs are included in 
the same overhead display, the amount of legend should be minimized. The principal legend should 
include only place names, route numbers, and street names. 

Option: 

Symbols, action information, cardinal directions, and exit numbers may be used in addition to the 
principal legend where sign space is available. 

Section 2E.02 Freeway and Expressway Signing Principles 
Support: 

The development of a signing system for freeways and expressways is approached on the premise that 
the signing is primarily for the benefit and direction of road users who are not familiar with the route or area.  
The signing furnishes road users with clear instructions for orderly progress to their destinations. 

Section 2E.03 General 
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Support: 

Signs are designed so that they are legible to road users approaching them and readable in time to 
permit proper responses.  Desired design characteristics include: (a) long visibility distances, (b) large 
lettering and symbols, and (c) short legends for quick comprehension. 

Standard: 
Standard shapes and colors shall be used so that traffic signs can be promptly recognized by 

road users. 
(End of MUTCD references) 

Signing Priorities 

Basic concepts of traffic engineering recognize that the primary function of traffic control signs is to warn, 
regulate, and guide traffic.  Sign spacing and the amount of information displayed have an impact on the driver's 
ability to read and respond to sign messages in an expected, predictable manner.   

Accordingly, traffic control signs on the highway are primarily intended to enable drivers to react promptly, 
naturally, and properly to the traffic and design conditions encountered; to advise of the regulations and use of 
streets and highways; to warn of potential roadway hazards; and to provide guidance to major destinations.   

Secondary functions of traffic control signs are to advise drivers of various services normally required to 
complete an extended journey (emergency services, motorist services, public transportation), and of 
supplemental services, such as recreational facilities or points of interest.   

Traffic control signs can be classified into eight basic sign groups.  Following is the order of priorities for these 
sign groups, and a brief description of their specific function, as adopted by the national committees of the 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials and the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers.   

1. Regulatory Signs - Advise the driver of traffic laws or regulations concerning vehicle operation on the 
highway.   

2. Warning Signs - Advise the driver of unexpected highway conditions which require extra care in driving.   

3. Navigational Guide Signs - Identify the route, or routes, that the driver should follow to complete a trip.  
Navigational guide signs indicate directions and distances to cities and to other destinations or regions.   

4. Emergency Services Signs - Advise of and direct the driver to facilities providing emergency medical service 
or assistance.  Such facilities include state enforcement agencies and hospitals providing outpatient 
emergency medical treatment.   

5. Motorist Services Signs - Advise of and direct the driver to basic services normally needed to complete a 
long trip (motor fuel, food, lodging, camping, tourist information centers, and rest areas).   

6. Public Transportation Signs - Advise of and direct the driver to facilities providing commercial passenger 
travel service (airports, park and ride lots, rail passenger stations).   

7. Traffic Generator Signs - Advise of and direct the driver to activities, facilities, or special points of interest 
which attract large numbers of people, a majority of whom are unfamiliar with the local area and/or access 
routes.   

8. General Information Signs - Advise the driver of information that may be of interest, though not necessary 
for travel (municipal boundaries, landmarks).   

Signing needs to be evaluated and signs installed in descending order of the priorities indicated as long as 
adequate space between signs is maintained, thus avoiding information overload and confusion to the driver.   

It may be necessary to prioritize sign requests.  An example of this situation would be where there are more 
qualifying traffic generators than can be accommodated under the established guidelines.  In these 
circumstances, the several qualifying generators will be ranked according to which generator exceeds, by the 
greater percentage, the minimum criterion for signing.  Those exceeding the warrants by the greatest 
percentage will be given priority.  Where specific criteria are not applicable, those traffic generators closest to 
the intersection where signing is requested shall determine the priority for signing.   
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FREEWAY & EXPRESSWAY GUIDE SIGNING GENERAL POLICY CRITERIA & RESTRICTIONS 

Guide signing can be divided into two basic categories: primary and supplemental.  Each category is subject to 
various practical requirements.   

Primary signing includes standard interchange and intersection signing, destination signs, distance signs, 
required motorist services signs, plus regulatory, warning, and route marker signs.  This type of signing always 
takes precedence in the signing scheme of any intersection or interchange because it is directly related to the 
primary purpose of the intersection or interchange.   

Supplemental freeway signing includes signing to places of lesser importance.  Signing for traffic generators is 
considered secondary to primary signing needs.  Highway signing is not intended for the purpose of advertising 
or promoting the facility, but to direct and guide traffic seeking that facility.   

As stated in the MUTCD Section 2E-35:   

Support: 

Supplemental Guide signs can be used to provide information regarding destinations accessible from an 
interchange, other than places shown on the standard interchange signing.  However, such Supplemental 
Guide signing can reduce the effectiveness of other more important guide signing because of the possibility 
of overloading the road user's capacity to receive visual messages and make appropriate decisions.   

Guidance:   

No more than one Supplemental Guide sign should be used on each interchange approach.   

A Supplemental Guide sign (see Figure 2E-24) should not list more than two destinations.  Destination 
names should be followed by the interchange number (and suffix), or if interchanges are not numbered, by 
the legend NEXT RIGHT or SECOND RIGHT or both, as appropriate.  The Supplemental Guide sign 
should be installed as an independent guide sign assembly.   

Where two or more Advance Guide signs are used, the Supplemental Guide sign should be installed 
approximately midway between two of the Advance Guide signs.  If only one Advance Guide sign is used, 
the Supplemental Guide sign should follow it by at least 245 m (800 feet).  If the interchanges are 
numbered, the interchange number should be used for the action message.   

States and other agencies should adopt an appropriate policy for installing supplemental signs using 
“The AASHTO Guidelines for the Selection of Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic Generators Adjacent to 
Freeways.”  In developing policies for such signing, such items as population, amount of traffic generated, 
distance from the route, and the significance of the destination should be taken into account.   

Standard: 
Guide signs directing drivers to park and ride facilities shall be considered as Supplemental 

Guide signs (see Figures 2E-25).  
(End of MUTCD reference) 

Placement of supplemental guide signs for a traffic generator shall be limited to the nearest freeway or 
expressway.  Signing which would require a motorist to travel on the crossroad beyond another state highway 
and/or through a community shall not be permitted.   

Supplemental signs shall not be permitted in advance of a system interchange connecting two freeways in 
which all legs or roadways are declared freeways.   

The minimum spacing between guide signs should not be less than 800 feet on freeways and expressways (see 
Figure 1 on page 15).  Actual sign installation will depend on whether there is sufficient longitudinal space to 
accommodate the new sign Installation without violating the minimum allowable 800 feet spacing between signs.   

Along a freeway, only one supplemental guide sign shall be permitted in each direction of travel for a traffic 
generator.  Signs for generators are to be located In advance of the interchanging roadway that provides the 
most direct and best route to the facility.  In determining the most direct and best route, the Department will 
consider all relevant conditions including directness of route, speed of travel, length of travel, and ease of 
locating the facility.   

Information relating to more than two traffic generators shall not be displayed on supplemental guide signs in 
advance of an interchange.  Both traffic generators shall be shown on a single supplemental guide sign 
installation except where a traffic generator message is included as part of a major guide sign destination.  The 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
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traffic generator message on the major guide sign shall count as one of the two acceptable signs, but an 
additional sign installation may be allowed in such cases.   

In the event that there are more than two qualifying facilities, the two facilities that generate the greatest need 
for providing directional information to motorists shall have signs displayed.  In determining which signs are 
most necessary, the Department will consider such factors as the amount of traffic generated, distance from the 
freeway exit, and ease of locating the facility.  If a quantitative comparison is needed, the Principal Destination 
formula in TEOpS 2-15-5 may be used, substituting comparable attendance or enrollment figures for the 
population. 

TABLE 1 
GENERAL QUALIFYING CRITERIA FOR SIGNING TRAFFIC GENERATORS ON FREEWAYS OR 

EXPRESSWAYS 
TYPE OF 
GENERATOR 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA POPULATION OF METROPOLITAN AREA 

  Major¹ 
OVER 500,000 

Urban 
50,000-500,000 

Rural 
Under 50,000 

Colleges, 
Universities, 
Vocational, 
Technical & Adult 
Education Colleges 

Minimum Campus 
Enrollment² 

2,500 1,000 1,000 

Maximum Distance 
From Interchange (mi.) 

2 8 12 

Multipurpose 
Arenas, Auditoriums, 
Fairgrounds, 
Museums,  
Race Tracks, 
Stadiums, & Zoos.   

Minimum Annual 
Attendance 

300,000 200,000 100,000 

Minimum No. of Seats   
(If Applicable) 

6,000 5,000 4,000 

Maximum Distance 
from Interchange  (mi) 

2 5 7 

¹ Major Metropolitan Area is defined as within Milwaukee County.   

² Campus enrollment is defined as the total number of full and part-time students that physically attend classes on the 
specific campus site.   

Information relating to traffic generators shall not be displayed on a supplemental guide sign until signing has been installed 
along the interchanging and/or intersecting minor roads to adequately direct the motorist from the freeway exit or intersecting 
road to the facility.  (See SUBSEQUENT TRAILBLAZING SIGNING in PART 5.) 

For additional specific criteria, see PART 6 and PART 7.  

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf#2-15-5


TEOpS 2-15 

Page 16 

 

 
CONVENTIONAL HIGHWAY GUIDE SIGNING GENERAL POLICY CRITERIA & RESTRICTIONS 

1. All specific WisMUTCD requirements must be met in all situations. 

2. Location and placement of all signing is dependent upon the availability of longitudinal spacing (200 feet 
desirable, 100 feet minimum) with respect to existing traffic control devices. 

3. A significant portion of the traffic volume generated by the facility must be drivers who are unfamiliar 
with the local area and/or access routes to the facility. The adverse effects on highway operations 
created by motorists seeking a facility without guide signing will also be taken into consideration. 

4. In designing signs and selecting locations for sign installation on state highways, the department retains 
the authority to specify message content (including abbreviations), size of sign, sign location, and 
combination of message, in accordance with standards for acceptable signing practice. The department 
also retains the authority to deny requests for signing where it deems acceptable standards cannot be 
met, including locations where other supplement al signs are already in place. 

5. Signing for a specific traffic generator: 

a. Shall be limited to a maximum of four signs on state trunk highways 
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b. Shall be installed only at an intersection that gives the best, most direct access to the traffic 
generator 

c. Shall not be installed at more than one intersection for each direction of traffic on a state trunk 
highway, but not necessarily at the same intersection for both directions. 

6. Signing will normally not be permitted if the establishment is readily visible from the state trunk highway. 

7. An on-premise sign identifying the facility is required. A sign may be installed on the highway fronting a 
facility if the on-premise sign is not feasible due to terrain-related visibility. 

8. Supplemental signs and/or trailblazing signs shall not be permitted at an intersection from one state 
highway to another state highway. 

9. Placement of supplemental guide signs for a traffic generator shall be limited to nearest state highway. 
Signing which would require a motorist to travel on the crossroad beyond another state highway and/or 
through a community shall not be permitted. 

10. Facilities must be open a minimum of five days a week, including normal business hours. 

11. The traffic generator must be located within the distance noting in Table 2 from the highway intersection 
at which signing is requested, unless a different distance is noted in other specific criteria. 

12. Signing for a seasonal generator shall be covered, removed, or overlaid with a “CLOSED” plaque 
during the off-season. 

13. When two or more qualifying facilities are affiliated with the same agency or institution and share a 
common access, only one specific name will be permitted on the sign to identify the conglomerate. 

14. A facility may, at any time, request that a sign erected under these guidelines be removed and the 
department will arrange for its removal. 

TABLE 2. General Qualifying Criteria for Signing Traffic Generators on Conventional Highways 
TYPE OF 

GENERATOR 
SPECIFIC CRITERIA POPULATION OF METROPOLITAN AREA 

  Major¹ 
Over 500,000 

Urban 
50,000 – 
500,000 

Urban 
20,000 – 
50,000 

Rural 
Under 
20,000 

Colleges, 
Universities, 
Vocational, 

Technical & Adult 
Education Colleges 

Minimum Campus 
Enrollment² 

2,500 750 500 500 

Maximum Distance from 
Intersection (mi.) 

2 8 12 15³ 

All Other Traffic 
Generators 

Minimum Annual 
Attendance 

150,000 100,000 50,000 20,000 

Minimum No. of Seats (if 
applicable) 

3,000 2,500 2,000 2,000 

Maximum Distance from 
Intersection (mi.) 

2 7 10 15³ 

¹Major Metropolitan Area is defined as within Milwaukee County.   
² Campus enrollment is defined as the total number of full and part-time students that physically attend classes on the 
specific campus site.   
³The distance designated, or half the distance to the next parallel State Trunk Highway, whichever is greater. 

Subsequent Trailblazing Signing 

Appropriate local road signing to guide motorists to a facility which will be signed from a State Highway or 
freeway is the responsibility of the facility and the local road authority.   

Information relating to traffic generators shall not be displayed on a supplemental guide sign until signing has 
been installed along the interchanging and/or intersecting minor road and other roads to adequately direct the 
motorist from the freeway exit or intersecting road to the facility.  In determining whether there is adequate 
signing to direct the motorist from the State Highway to the facility, the Department will consider such factors as 
the directness of the route, the distance involved, and the environment in which the signs are installed.   

These signs, used only on non-freeways, are to be placed at sufficiently frequent intervals to adequately guide 
and reassure motorists.  A trailblazing sign with the appropriate arrow shall be placed in advance of each 
intersection where the route changes from one highway to another or where there may be confusion as to the 
direction, which the route takes.   
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The Department may issue a written permit for trailblazing signing on a conventional State Highway to a 
qualifying traffic generator, which has been signed from a freeway or expressway exit ramp.  Subsequent 
trailblazing signing shall not be erected on a State Trunk Highway without such written authority.   

Supplemental signs and/or trailblazing signs shall not be permitted through a system interchange from one 
freeway to another or at an intersection from one conventional State Highway to another conventional State 
Highway.   

CATEGORIES & SPECIFIC CRITERIA 
The following are categories and relevant information regarding directional and informational signs permitted on 
the state trunk highway system. References are made to authorization in the statutes, administrative rules, 
MUTCD, and other subjects in the TEOpS. For each type of sign listed earlier, there is a category below, a 
TEOpS reference, and/or a notice that the sign is not permitted. 

Community Destination (Wayfinder) Signs 

These signs are installed, owned and maintained by the community.  They direct to area destinations such as 
Downtown, or Historic District, and individual destinations such as City Hall, Convention Center, museums, and 
local parks.  The individual destinations are generally publicly owned and operated for public use or privately 
owned non-profit and open to the public.  Complete guidance is in TEOpS 2-15-6. 

Government Service Centers 

State agencies may request signs to be installed on state trunk highways to direct traffic to certain service 
centers. This policy pertains only to state agencies. Local agencies are not included since local agencies 
generally serve local traffic and the need is not as significant. 

Signs may be permitted on a state highway only when the service center is not located directly on the state 
highway system; signs will not be permitted on the state highway system when extensive trail blazing would be 
required or when guidance may be reasonably provided to the service center using street names and 
addresses. 

No signs will be permitted on freeways or expressways. 

Signs may be allowed at only two intersections of the state trunk highway system with county or local roads for 
any service center or complex of service centers. 

Sign messages must be approved by the department and signs may only be installed under the direction of the 
department. 

Service centers are those governmental offices whose primary purpose is to provide direct customer service to 
the public. Service centers do not include those offices that are predominantly administrative or serving internal 
agency operations. The extent of external customer traffic will be considered in determining eligibility for service 
center signs. 

The service center requesting the sign is responsible for all costs related to those signs which are incurred by 
the department. 

This guidance is premised on the view that only a select number of locations will qualify for signs. Should the 
number of signs allowed under this guidance adversely affect the safe and efficient operation of the state 
highway system, signs may be further restricted. 

Government Transportation Facilities 

Guide signs are Department funded and installed on freeways and conventional highways.   

Major Airport 

The facility must provide regularly scheduled commercial passenger flights and be located within 15 miles of 
the freeway or expressway, or within 5 miles of a conventional state trunk highway.  Signing to General 
Mitchell International Airport and Austin Straubel International Airport shall be evaluated as a special case.   

Public Airport, General Aviation 

The facility must be classified as a Large General Aviation Airport or Medium General Aviation Airport, as 
listed in the Wisconsin State Airport System Plan that is published by the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation, Bureau of Aeronautics.  The General Aviation airport shall be located within 15 miles of the 
freeway or expressway, or within 5 miles of a conventional state trunk highway. 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf#2-15-6
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Park & Ride Lots 

The facility must provide free parking, be approved by the Department, and be located within ½ mile of the 
state trunk highway. 

Ports and Harbors 

The port or harbor facilities must serve commercial Great Lakes shipping and be located within 10 miles of 
the freeway or expressway, or within 5 miles of the conventional state trunk highway.   

Amtrak Passenger Stations 

Facility must provide regularly scheduled intercity passenger service, protection for passenger comfort, 
public parking, and be within 5 miles of the state trunk highway. 

Ferries 

Facility must provide regularly scheduled passenger service, protection for passenger comfort, public 
parking, and be within 5 miles of the state trunk highway. 

Guidance Signs 

Sometimes called arrow boards, guidance signs are only permitted on conventional state highways or 
expressway approaches to at-grade intersections.  As prescribed in the Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter 
Trans 200, these narrow horizontal sign panels may bear the names of, and direct to: 

• Resorts, 
• Hotels, 
• Places of public entertainment or instruction, 
• Any place of religious worship, 
• County institutions,  
• Scientific experimental locations for the furtherance of agriculture, science or art. 

The term “entertainment” in this case does not include nightclubs, taverns, or similar establishments.   

The regions may issue a permit; there is no permit fee, and installation shall be by the requestor’s choice of a 
WisDOT approved signing contractor or county signing crew.  Detailed department guidelines and the permit 
application Form DT1903 are contained in TEOpS 2-15-60. 

Information Signs 

Information signs may be permitted or installed by the Department to identify geographic features and/or provide 
information to the traveling public.  Qualifying geographic features are those found on the official state highway 
map.   

The following specific guidelines shall be applied to these individual signs.   

• City or village population signs limit signs may be installed and maintained by the Department in accordance 
with TEOpS 2-1-41.  

• County Line signs shall be installed by the Department on all state highways at or near the county line.  No 
other signs shall share the supports.   

• Lake, River or Stream signs may be installed and maintained by the Department in accordance with TEOpS 
2-4-55. 

• Memorial Facilities signs shall be installed and maintained by the Department in accordance with Chapter 
84 of the State Statutes.   

• NEXT (n) EXITS signs may be installed and maintained on freeways by the Department, upon request by an 
incorporated city or village being appropriately served by two or more consecutive exits.   

• Street Name Signs may be independently installed and maintained on the STH right-of-way by the 
municipality with jurisdiction over the side road or crossroad.   

• Unincorporated Community signs may be installed and maintained by the Department in accordance with 
TEOpS 2-4-48.   

• Advance Crossroad Name signs may be installed and maintained by the Department in accordance with 
TEOpS 2-4-50. 

 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-01.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/84
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/84
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
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Inter-Agency Facilities 

Signs may be permitted on the basis of agreements with other state, federal, and county agencies, such as 
state and county historical societies, the Department of Natural Resources, and Department of Tourism. In most 
cases, the Department of Transportation will arrange for sign installation and maintenance and request 
reimbursement. Agreements and permits are subject to the department’s evaluation and approval based on the 
following specific requirements. 

• Boat landings; public access to lakes & rivers 
o Conventional highways only. 
o No attendance criteria. 
o A sign shall not be permitted unless the access point is located on a road that is sufficiently 

improved so that a passenger car can use the road without being scratched, dented, or 
otherwise damaged. 

o Additional criteria: 
 Maximum distance from state trunk highway intersection: 2 miles 
 Parking provided at access site 
 Gravel surface (or better) at access site 
 Improved boat-launching ramp 

• Campgrounds, public 
o Conventional highways only 
o No attendance criteria 
o Signing may be permitted on conventional highways only, subject to all other general criteria 

applicable to each facility and location 
o Additional criteria: 

 Public-owned and operated campgrounds may be signed if they have a minimum of 50 
campsites, adequate toilet facilities, and safe drinking water 

 Only requests from the public agency owning the campground shall be considered 
 Campgrounds that are a part of a national, state, county, or local park shall not be 

signed separately, but signing may be considered for the park 
o Privately-owned camping facilities may qualify for signing under the Specific Information Sign 

(SIS), Tourist-Oriented Directional Sign (TODS)< or Trans 200 Guidance Sign programs 
• Conservation or environmental centers 

o Supplemental signing may be permitted on conventional highways, subject to the general 
criteria applicable to each facility and location and the following additional criteria: 

 Provide on-site, off-street parking for minimum 50 vehicles 
 Provide educational programs and/or audio/visual presentations 

o Centers that are part of a national, state, county, or local park or forest shall not be signed 
separately, but signing may be considered for the park or forest headquarters entrance 

• Corps of engineering facilities (such as lock and dam sites) 
o Conventional highways only 
o No attendance criteria 
o Signing may be permitted on conventional highways only, subject to all other general criteria 

applicable to each facility and location 
o Additional criteria: 

 Must provide picnic and park facilities 
 Must provide viewing provisions for the public 
 Must provide parking for 25 vehicles or more 

• Fairgrounds, state and county 
Supplemental signing may be permitted on freeways or conventional highways, subject to all the 
general criteria applicable to each facility and location 

• Fish hatcheries 
o Conventional highways only 
o No attendance criteria 
o Signing may be permitted on conventional highways only, subject to all other general criteria 

applicable to each facility and location 
o Additional criteria: 

 Must be state-owned facilities 
 Must provide visitor accommodations 

• Forest headquarters 
o No attendance criteria 
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o Supplemental signing may be permitted on freeways or conventional highways, subject to all 
other general criteria applicable to each facility and location 

o Additional criteria: 
 Provide on-site, off-street parking for minimum 50 vehicles 
 Provide educational programs and/or audio/visual presentations 

o Only requests from the public agency managing the forest shall be considered 
• Historic sites 

o Conventional highways only 
o No attendance criteria 
o Sings on freeways or conventional highways may be permitted for state historical sites operated 

by the Wisconsin Historical Society, subject to all other general criteria applicable to each facility 
and location 

• Institutions, county (publicly-owned nursing homes) 
o Conventional highways only 
o No attendance criteria 
o Signing may be permitted on conventional highways only, subject to all other general criteria 

applicable to each facility and location 
• Marinas (publicly-owned) 

o Signs on freeways or conventional highways may be permitted for marinas, subject to all other 
general criteria applicable to each facility and location 

o Additional criteria: 
o To qualify for freeway signs, the marina shall have a minimum of 500 boat slips 
o To qualify for conventional highway signs, the marina shall have a minimum of 125 boat slips 

• Military bases, major 
Signs may be permitted to Fort McCoy, Volk Field, and Camp Williams 

• National historic landmarks 
o Signs may be permitted for freeways, expressways and conventional highways, subject to all 

other general criteria applicable to each facility and location 
o Additional criteria: 

 The site shall be a documented national historic landmark that is officially on the listing 
for National Historic Landmarks in Wisconsin designated by the secretary of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior (www.nps.gov/nhl/find/statelists/wi/WI.pdf) 

 Only historical sites are eligible, not individual buildings 
 A historical site is comprised as a complex of buildings or an entire district that is a 

documented national historic landmark 
• Parks, national state, and county freeway 

o Supplemental signing may be permitted, subject to the general criteria applicable to each facility 
and location 

o No annual attendance criteria 
o Signing may be erected for state parks with the Department of Transportation and the 

Department of Natural Resources mutually agreed upon. The following shall be provided as a 
minimum: 

 Off-highway parking 
 Safe drinking water 
 Toilet facilities 
 50 camping sites 
 Swimming 
 Handicapped-accessible camping and picnic areas 
 State parks shall also offer other special attractions, such as skiing, nature trails, 

improved hiking trails, interpretive centers, vistas and overlooks, or be of statewide 
historical significance 

 Signs directing to National, County and local parks may be permitted on freeways or 
conventional highways if the criteria applicable to state parks are satisfied and the 
ownership agency and operating authority has requested the signing. 

• Parks, Conventional highway 
o Supplemental signing may be permitted, subject to the general criteria applicable to each facility 

and location 
o No annual attendance criteria 
o Signing may be erected for state parks with the Department of Transportation and the 

Department of Natural Resources mutually agreed upon. The following shall be provided as a 

http://www.nps.gov/nhl/find/statelists/wi/WI.pdf
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minimum: 
 Off-highway parking 
 Safe drinking water 
 Toilet facilities 
 Handicapped-accessible picnic areas 
 State parks should also offer other special attractions, such as camping, swimming, 

skiing, nature trails, improved hiking trails, interpretive centers, vistas and overlooks, or 
be of statewide historical significance 

 Signs directing to National, County and local parks may be permitted on freeways or 
conventional highways if the criteria applicable to state parks are satisfied and the 
ownership agency and operating authority has requested the signing. 

• Prisons, federal/state 
o Conventional highways only 
o No attendance criteria 
o Signing may be permitted on conventional highways only, subject to all other general criteria 

applicable to each facility and location 
• Sheriff freeway substations 

o Signs on freeways may be permitted for county sheriff freeway substations 
o County sheriff’s office shall have unique statutory authority for patrolling the freeway system to 

qualify for signage. Presently, only Milwaukee County has this statutory authority. 
• Ski areas, downhill 

o No attendance criteria 
o Signs on freeways or conventional highways may be permitted for downhill ski areas, subject to 

all other general criteria applicable to each facility and location 
• Travel information, state 

o No attendance or usage criteria 
o Subject to other general criteria, state travel information stations may be signed under mutual 

agreement between the Department of Transportation and the Department of Tourism. As a 
minimum, the locations shall provide parking facilities and public restrooms. 

• Veterans centers/facilities 
o No attendance or usage criteria 
o Signs on freeways or conventional highways may be permitted for veterans centers with 

hospitals providing major medical or outpatient services, subject to all other general criteria 
applicable to each facility and location 

• Intra-agency 
Signs are permitted under agreements with other divisions in the Department of Transportation, such as 
DMV and DSP. No reimbursement is required. 

• Special 
This category addresses these specific types of signs which are described in other parts of the TEOpS 
or in other policies 

o Downtown: the department permits downtown sign(s) at strategic freeway or expressway exit(s) 
into the city in accordance with TEOpS 2-6-50 

o Historic downtown/district: the department permits historic downtown or historic district sign(s) 
at strategic freeway or expressway exit(s) into the city in accordance with TEOpS 2-6-55 

o Business district: as an alternative to downtown, the department permits business district signs 
on conventional highways at main street intersections 

o Emergency medical: standard hospital or emergency medical services signs are installed by the 
department on state trunk highways to direct to facilities which meet the qualifying criteria in 
TEOpS 2-4-45.1 and 2-4-48 

o Unincorporated communities: the department may install signs directing to unincorporated 
communities in accordance with TEOpS 2-4-48 

o Engine braking: WisDOT standard signs are permitted on conventional highway entrances to 
communities in accordance with TEOpS 2-2-30 

o Events, special: the department may permit signs directing to special events in accordance with 
TEOpS 2-15-25 

o Heritage tourism: program has been discontinued as of 12/1/13 in accordance with TEOpS 2-4-
52 

o Neighborhood watch: approved signs are permitted within cities and villages under State 
Statute 66.0429(2). Further guidance is provided in TEOpS 2-4-45.3 

o Parking restrictions: no parking zones and seasonal or overnight parking restrictions may be 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-06.pdf
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http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0429
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.0429
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
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signed by the department or cities and villages in accordance with State Statute 349.14. Sign 
messages should not attempt to detail complex parking ordinances. Further guidance is 
provided in MUTCD Section 2B.41 and TEOpS 2-2-41. 

o Miscellaneous non-permitted: some municipalities desire various nonstandard promotional 
signs. Examples include, but are not limited to, CRIME STOPPERS, DARE COMMUNITY, 
MAIN STREET USA, TREE CITY, COMMUNITY RECYCLING, SERVICE CLUBS, WELCOME 
TO ____, and HOME OF THE ____. Such signs shall not be permitted on the state highway 
right-of-way under WisDOT jurisdiction. They may be displayed at or outside the right-of-way 
line. 

• Special information signs (SIS) 
o References: State Statute 86.195 and Administrative Code Trans 200.06. Specific information 

signs are only allowed on the highway segments listed in this statute. 
o Business signs are separately attached rectangular plates which show the brand, symbol, 

trademark, name or combinations of these for motorist services accessible from an approaching 
interchange or intersection. They are commonly called “logos” and are confined to five 
categories: fuel, meals, lodging, camping, and attractions. 

o Specific information signs are technically the blue rectangular sign panel on which the business 
signs are mounted along with directional information. 

o Interstate Logos Wisconsin is under contract to administer this signing program for the 
department. The contractor verifies  applicant qualifications, and installs and maintains all signs. 
Annual permit fees are charged. 

o All inquiries, including damage reports, may be referred to Joel McClean at (608) 579-1570 or 
visit the website. 

• Tourist-oriented directional signs (TODS) 
o References:  State Statute 86.196, and Administrative Code Trans 200.08 
o These signs are blue panels in rural areas (outside urban area boundaries) on conventional or 

expressway state highways that are not under the SIS sign program. Businesses which make 
all or most of their sales to visitors or tourists may be eligible. Applications, installation, and 
maintenance should be arranged by the county, subject to the approval of the maintaining 
authority. Application and renewal fees are charged. These signs are not permitted on the 
freeway system. 

SPECIFIC POLICY FOR SUPPLEMENTAL SIGNS ON FREEWAYS & EXPRESSWAYS 
The document, Guidelines for the Selection of Supplemental Guide Signs for Traffic Generators Adjacent to 
Freeways, published in 2001 by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, 
has been used as the basis for WisDOT policy in order to be in substantial conformance with the national 
standards, required by Federal and State law.  This AASHTO document is reprinted with permission in 
TEOpS 2-15-1.1.   
Supplemental guide signs, directing to municipalities, may be permitted, upon request, as provided for in ss. 
86.19(6), but subject to the other general policy criteria & restrictions in PART 4.  Qualifying municipalities 
shall be incorporated cities or villages shown on the official State Highway map and shall be within 5 miles 
of the freeway exit.  The municipality shall be billed for all costs of fabrication, installation, maintenance and 
removal.  The Department shall specify the sign design and may arrange for fabrication, installation, 
maintenance and/or removal.   

Signing for a municipality or traffic generator should not be displayed on a supplemental guide sign until 
signing has been installed at the ramp terminals and along the interchanging road and other roads as 
necessary to direct the motorist from the freeway exit to the municipality or traffic generator.   

Signing for a seasonal generator may be displayed when warranted.  Such signing shall be removed, 
covered, overlaid with a "CLOSED" plaque, or fitted with a “CLOSED” flip-panel during the off-season.  

The cost of signs erected under this section of the guidelines, shall be segregated from other signs in order 
to properly invoice the municipality or facility to cover the cost of installation and maintenance of these 
signs.  The cost of the installation shall include the cost of the signs, posts, mounting hardware, labor, 
vehicles and miscellaneous materials.  

Sign installation and cost reimbursement methods are in PART 9. 

If only one municipality or facility makes a request but others could qualify later, the initial facility will be 
invoiced for the total initial installation cost.  The subsequent facility will be invoiced only for the additions to 
the existing installation.  The facilities may agree between themselves to share the costs in a different 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/349.14
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-02.pdf
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http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.19
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.19
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manner, but no such agreement shall involve the Department.  (For example: The first facility may request 
the second to reimburse it for a portion of the post cost.)   

Maintenance costs associated with these signs shall be shared equally by all destinations on the 
installation.  Maintenance includes replacement of the signs when they wear out and the cost of repairing 
the signs in the case of damage, when that cost is not recovered from the person causing the damage.   

A facility or municipality may, at any time, request that a sign erected under these guidelines be removed 
and the Department will arrange for its removal.   

If a facility or municipality fails to pay any invoice within six months of billing, the Department will remove the 
sign. 

In-Place Signing 

1. Conforming to Policy:  Signs which are in place and meet all established provisions of this policy may 
remain in place until they have reached the end of their useful life, or are rendered useless by damage 
or vandalism.  If desired, the sign(s) will be replaced, and the facility served by the sign shall pay the full 
cost of replacement. 

 Before replacing a sign when it wears out or is damaged, the Department will evaluate other requests 
for signing at the same location, selecting the request with the greatest priority among the requests.  If 
there are no other requests, the Department will contact each facility on the sign to determine whether 
or not they wish their name retained and are willing to bear the replacement cost.  The Department is 
not obligated to leave a sign in place after judging it to be worn out, merely because the facility is 
unwilling to pay for a replacement.   

2. Non-conforming Signs will be allowed to remain until the end of their useful life, or are rendered useless 
by damage or vandalism, or are removed under a sign replacement or highway reconstruction project.  
Prior to the removal of any non-conforming signs, the Region shall contact the Bureau of Traffic 
Operations to discuss potential political impacts and acceptable signing alternatives.   

3. Sign Replacement Program:  Periodically, the Department replaces traffic signs along a complete 
segment of a highway route, so that all devices are uniformly maintained and proper retroreflectivity is 
assured on all signs.  When this activity occurs, supplemental guide signing to traffic generators will 
generally be included in the replacement program, and facilities will be billed for their particular sign 
costs.   

Milwaukee Metropolitan Area: Specific Policy 

Because of the numerous and often closely-spaced interchanges, the frequency of in-place primary signing, 
and the adequacy of route and str5eet identification signing already in place, supplemental signing is limited 
by these additional restrictions: 

1. All supplemental signing—downtown loop: 

Other than supplemental guide signing for National Major League Sports teams venues, signing for 
any other specific facility or generator (including educational institutions) shall not be permitted on 
the entire length of I-794, nor on any downtown freeway comprising a loop bounded by McKinley 
Avenue on the north, I-43 on the west, I-794 on the south and Lincoln Memorial Drive on the east.  
The only exceptions to these restrictions may be: LAKEFRONT, PORT OF MILWAUKEE, 
DOWNTOWN, or any large area within the loop boundaries which can be meaningful to the visitor 
and whose area name has broad community support (subject to Department approval).  Signing for 
such large area(s) will be considered on the basis that it is a substitute for other exceptions named 
herein and in consideration of the other space restrictions cited in this policy.  If a substitute is 
approved, it may be funded with Department funds. National Major League Sports teams venues 
may be permitted if they follow all other criteria as spelled out in this policy. 

2. Medical facilities: 

Signing to the Milwaukee Regional Medical Center (but not to individual facilities within the Regional 
Medical Center) will be permitted.   

SPECIFIC POLICY FOR SUPPLEMENTAL SIGNS ON CONVENTIONAL HIGHWAYS 

The basic supposition of supplemental signing is that the facility or institution as a class is of interest and 
concern to a sufficient number of motorists to warrant special directional signing.  It is also a basic assumption 
that the purpose of this signing is guidance and not advertising.   
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Supplemental guide signs, directing to municipalities, may be permitted, upon request, as provided for in ss. 
86.19(6), but subject to the other general policy criteria & restrictions listed previously.  Qualifying municipalities 
shall be incorporated cities or villages shown on the official State Highway map and shall be within 5 miles of 
the state highway intersection.  The municipality shall be billed for all costs of fabrication, installation, 
maintenance and removal.  The Department shall specify the sign design and may arrange for fabrication, 
installation, maintenance and/or removal.   

Signing for a municipality or traffic generator should not be displayed on a supplemental guide sign until signing 
has been installed along the intersecting road and other roads as necessary to direct the motorist from the 
intersection to the municipality or traffic generator.   

Signing for a seasonal generator may be displayed when warranted.  Such signing shall be removed, covered, 
overlaid with a "CLOSED" plaque, or fitted with a “CLOSED” flip-panel during the off-season.   

Only one supplemental sign designating traffic generators may be erected under this policy on the approach to 
an intersection, and the maximum number of facilities listed on the sign shall be three.   

Actual sign installation will depend upon sufficient longitudinal space to accommodate the new sign without 
violating the minimum spacing between signs.   

Signing on connecting highways shall be the responsibility of the respective local unit of government having 
jurisdiction.  The provisions of this policy shall not be construed to be the policy for the signing on connecting 
highways.   

The cost of signs erected under this section of the guidelines, shall be segregated from other signs in order to 
properly invoice the municipality or facility to cover the cost of installation and maintenance of these signs.  The 
cost of the installation shall include the cost of the signs, posts, mounting hardware, labor, vehicles and 
miscellaneous materials, and may be based on average costs for a typical installation.   

Sign installation and cost reimbursement methods are in PART 9.   

If only one municipality or facility makes a request but others could qualify later, the initial facility will be invoiced 
for the total initial installation cost.  The subsequent facility will be invoiced only for the additions to the existing 
installation.  The facilities may agree between themselves to share the costs in a different manner, but no such 
agreement shall involve the Department.  (For example: The first facility may request the second to reimburse it 
for a portion of the post cost.)   

Maintenance costs associated with those signs shall be shared equally by all facilities in the installation.  
Maintenance includes replacement of the signs when they wear out and the cost of repairing the signs in the 
case of damage, when that cost is not recovered from the person causing the damage.   

In-Place Signing 

1. (1)  Conforming to Policy:  Signs which are in place and meet all established provisions of this policy may 
remain in place until they have reached the end of their useful life, or are rendered useless by damage or 
vandalism.  If desired, the sign(s) will be replaced, and the facility served by the sign shall pay the full cost 
of replacement.   

Before replacing the sign when it wears out, the Department will evaluate other requests for supplemental 
signing at the same location (if any), selecting the sign with the greatest priority from among the requests 
prior to contacting a facility with the original sign to determine whether or not they wish the sign replaced 
and are willing to bear the cost.  The Department is not obligated to leave a sign in place after judging it to 
be worn out merely because the facility is unwilling to pay for a replacement.   

2. Non-conforming Signs will be allowed to remain until the end of their useful life, or are rendered useless by 
damage or vandalism, or are removed under a sign replacement or highway reconstruction project.  Prior to 
the removal of any non-conforming signs, the Region shall contact the Bureau of Traffic Operations to 
discuss potential political impacts and acceptable signing alternatives.   

3. Sign Replacement Program: Periodically, the Department replaces traffic signs along a complete segment 
of a highway route, so that all devices are uniformly maintained and proper retroreflectivity is assured on all 
signs.  When this activity occurs, supplemental guide signing to traffic generators will generally be included 
in the replacement program, and facilities will be billed for their particular sign costs. 

METHODS FOR SIGN INSTALLATION AND COST REIMBURSEMENT 

There are several methods that can be utilized by the regions for the installation and maintenance of signs for 
supplemental traffic generators. County forces may be used for the installation and maintenance of Type II 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.19
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signs. The statewide open-end signing contractor should be used for all Type I signs and may be used for Type 
II signs also. Private individuals or facilities themselves shall not be allowed to install signs on WisDOT 
roadways. 

The common methods for accomplishing sign installation are detailed below. The regions have the opportunity 
to work within these guidelines and select a method that best fits the region and/or situation. 

 

Setting up a Professional and Technical Project ID (P & T ID) 

When cost reimbursement is part of the permit agreement, the Region shall set up an individual P & T project 
ID to track all costs, which would include sign manufacturing, installation (either County or Contractor), 
subsequent maintenance and/or replacement, and any Region personnel field layout costs associated with the 
sign request.  Under this method, if county crews install the signs, the signs shall be furnished by WisDOT.  The 
Region should furnish the P & T project ID to the county to charge their time, fleet and material costs.  WisDOT 
staff should stake the sign location(s).   

If the statewide open-end contractor is utilized, it is expected that the contractor will furnish the signs.  WisDOT 
will provide the sign fabrication detail to the contractor and field stake the location of the sign(s).  Charge the P & 
T project ID for all sign manufacture, for county installation and/or contractor installation costs once invoices are 
received. 

Permitting the County to Install a Sign Directing to a County Facility 

This method would only be utilized if a county were to request a sign for one of their own facilities off the state 
trunk highway.  WisDOT would permit the county to install the sign(s).  If this option were utilized, WisDOT 
would field stake the sign location and may either provide a fabrication detail so the county can get the sign 
made or manufacture and sell the sign to the county.  If WisDOT manufactures the sign for the county, the 
Region should utilize the Sales to Others Form (DT1668).  The Region should fill out the form and send it to the 
Central Office Sign Mfg. Shop.  The requestor will then be invoiced for the sign manufacture costs.  This option 
would only be used for county facilities.   

Signing for Government, State University Facilities 

For these types of government facilities, the Region may elect to have them work directly with the county.  If this 
option were utilized, WisDOT would field stake the sign location and provide a fabrication detail to the 
requesting agency.  The requesting agency would then work directly with the county to get the sign(s) 
manufactured and installed.  The county would direct bill all charges to the requestor.   

WisDOT may manufacture the sign(s) also.  If WisDOT manufactures the sign(s), the Region should utilize the 
Sales to Others Form (DT 1668 form).  The Region should fill out the form and send it to the Central Office Sign 
Mfg. Shop.  The requestor will then be invoiced for the sign manufacture costs. 
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Figure 2. REQUEST FOR GUIDE SIGN INSTALLATION ON STATE HIGHWAY (DT1332) 

 
 

2-15-4 Pictographs on Signs March 2018 
PURPOSE 

This guideline provides criteria for determining when pictographs may be allowed on supplemental traffic 
generator signs which qualify for a permit under TEOpS 2-15-3 (Sign Categories and Policy for Directional 
Signing).  The term “pictograph” is defined by the Federal Highway Administration as a pictorial representation 
used to identify a governmental jurisdiction, a governmental agency, a governmental approved university or 
college, or a branch of the military service.  In general, the use of pictographs is limited to those conditions 
where an easily recognized, widely understood pictograph may add to the effectiveness of a standard text sign 
by providing a quick visual cue to drivers in need of guidance.  This guideline establishes criteria for determining 
when pictographs may be used, and establishes standards for the type and design of pictographs in order to 
assure their effective use through consistent application.  The guideline also is intended to prevent the 
inappropriate use of pictographs as a means of promoting or advertising destinations, as advertising on the right 
of way is not legal.  

http://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/dt1332.docx
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf#2-15-3
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DEFINITIONS 

Freeways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have full controlled access, by means of grade 
separation at interchanges only. 

Expressways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have partial control of access and generally 
with grade separations at major intersections. 

Conventional highways are defined as either divided or undivided roadway facilities that have no control of 
access with grade separations at intersections.  These highways can be two lane or multilane facilities. 

Pictographs are defined as a pictorial representation used to identify a governmental jurisdiction, a 
governmental agency, a military base or branch of service, a governmental-approved university or college, or a 
government-approved institution. 

Logos are defined as a distinctive emblem or trademark that identifies a commercial business and/or the product 
or service offered by the business. 

Symbols are defined as the approved design of a pictorial representation of a specific traffic control message for 
signs, pavement markings, traffic control signals, or other traffic control devices, as shown in the MUTCD. 

POLICY 

Pictographs may be used on supplemental traffic generator signs, provided that the following criteria are met: 
• The supplemental traffic generator sign shall be approved for installation by meeting the criteria 

outlined in TEOpS 2-15-3 (Sign Categories and Policy for Directional Signing). Central office approval 
shall be obtained for any pictograph requests. 

• Pictographs shall only be allowed for guide signs that are listed below: 
o Colleges/universities 
o Auto tour route (Great River Road, Lack Michigan/Superior Circle Tour) 
o Wayfinding signing 
o Airport signing 
o Street name signs, including overhead 
o Military branch 

• College and university pictographs shall be the official seal adopted by the educational institution. 
Pictorial representatives of college and university programs are not permitted. 

• Advanced street name signs shall not contain pictographs. 
• Per an October 11, 2017 Official Ruling Letter from FHWA (2(09)-(136)I), federal government facilities 

(US Fish & Wildlife Service, National Park Service, US Forest Service) shall not contain pictographs. 
• Auto tour route pictographs shall not be displayed on advance guide or exit direction signs. Auto tour 

route pictographs shall only be displayed on supplemental guide signs on freeways and expressways. 
For conventional highways, auto tour route pictographs shall be displayed on conventional route 
assemblies. 

• Military branch pictographs shall not be displayed on advance guide or exit direction signs. Military 
branch pictographs, related to military installations, shall only be displayed on supplemental guide 
signs. 

• Commercial graphics for businesses shall not be used on community wayfinding signs, including within 
the pictographs. 

• Wayfinding signing shall be approved for installation by meeting the criteria outlined in TEOpS 2-15-6. 
• The pictograph shall fit within the sign face and should be placed to the left of the accompanying 

message. Whenever the addition of a pictograph requires a change in the size or shape of a sign, all 
costs of the change must be paid by the requestor. 

• The maximum dimension (height or width) of a pictograph shall not exceed the size of the route shield 
on the guide sign. If the guide sign does not include a route shield, the maximum size of the pictograph 
(height or width) shall not exceed two times the height of the destination legend. 

     Typical Sizes of Pictographs 
 Lettering Size on Sign   Pictograph Dimensions 
 6” upper case / 4 ½” lower case   12” x 12” 
 8” upper case / 6” lower case    16” x 16” 
 10” upper case / 8” lower case    20” x 20” 
 13.33” upper case / 10” lower case  26” x 26” 
 16” upper case / 12” lower case   32” x 32” 
 20” upper case / 15” lower case   40” x 40”  

• Pictographs shall be retroreflective. Colors, arrows, and borders of the logos should meet the 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf#2-15-3
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf#2-15-6
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requirements defined in TEOpS 2-15-6. 
• Pictographs that resemble an official traffic control device shall not be used. 
• The sign requestor shall pay for the manufacture, installation, and maintenance of all pictographs, 

including the sign(s) and posts. The actual method of pictograph installation will be left up to the 
discretion of each regional traffic section. 

• Pictographs currently installed that do not meet the criteria in this policy will be allowed to remain in 
place until the end of their useful life. Useful life ends when the pictograph message no longer meets 
legibility or condition standards.  Existing pictographs shall be removed prior to the end of their useful 
life when opportunities arise such as knockdown or damage, when other work is occurring nearby, or 
projects make removal practical. 

 

2-15-5 Destinations on Signs January 2018 
GENERAL 

The display of appropriate destinations on guide signs can be particularly helpful to drivers, regardless of the 
type of road or highway. It is the purpose of this policy to set specific standards and guidelines for the selection 
of destination names for various types of guide signs on each classification of highway. General guidance is 
provide din the following sections of the MUTCD. 

Section 2D.37  Destination Signs (D1 Series) 
Section 2D.36  Distance Signs (D2 Series) 
Section 2E.07  Characteristics of Urban Signing 
Section 2E.10  Amount of Legend on Guide Signs 
Section 2E.12  Pull-Through Signs 
Section 2E.13  Designation of Destinations 
Section 2E.30  Interchange Guide Signs 
Section 2E.33  Advance Guide Signs 
Section 2E.35  Other Supplemental Guide Signs 
Section 2E.36  Exit Direction Signs 
Section 2E.39  Distance Signs 
Section 2E.40  Interchange Sequence Signs 
Section 2E.41  Community Interchanges Identification Signs 
Section 2E.42  NEXT X EXITS Sign 

DEFINITIONS 

1. Freeways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have full controlled access, by means of 
grade separation at interchanges only. 

2. Expressways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have partial control of access and 
generally with grade separations at major intersections. 

3. Conventional highways are defined as either divided or undivided roadway facilities that have no control 
of access or grade separations at intersections. These highways can be two-lane or multi-lane facilities. 

4. A major state trunk highway (STH) is defined as  

a. A state highway operated as a freeway 

b. A highway designated as part of the National Highway System, or 

c. A state highway route or segment approved as such by the state traffic engineer, based on its 
character as a principal route for cross-state traffic, traffic between major cities in Wisconsin and 
adjacent states, or traffic from major cities to major northern resort areas. 

5. A standard highway is defined as any conventional state or local highway which is not a major STH. 

6. Urban areas are defined as  

a. An established urbanized area, based on the US Bureau of the Census and adjusted by 
metropolitan planning organizations and the DOT 

b. Two or more contiguous cities and/or incorporated villages, or 

c. A single city or incorporated village which is not contiguous with any other. 

7. National control cities are Chicago, Milwaukee, Beloit, Rockford, Janesville, Madison, Wisconsin Dells, 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf#2-15-6
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02d.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02d.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
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La Crosse, Albert Lea, Eau Claire, St. Paul, Sheboygan, and Green Bay. 

8. Regional Control Cities are defined as 

a. Urban areas in Wisconsin or within 60 miles of the state line with a population in the most recent 
decennial census of 30,000 or more. 

b. Other communities, such as Sturgeon Bay, Woodruff, Minocqua, and Lake Geneva, which are 
approved by the State Traffic Engineer based on their character as widely known tourism 
destinations, and 

c. Urban areas on or north of Highway 64 with a population exceeding 3,500, and urban areas 
south of Highway 64 with a population exceeding 10,000. 

9. Communities are defined as 

a. Any urban area, or 

b. An unincorporated village which is identified on the official state highway map and is not 
adjacent to or within an urban area. 

PRINCIPAL DESTINATION CALCULATION 
A Principal Destination is defined as a community served by a standard highway and located within 25 miles of 
a major state trunk highway, as measured along the standard highway, and having a location and population 
such that  

Pp   ≥   Dp  where 

Pc         Dc 

Pp = Population of Principal Destination (from official state highway map) 

Dp = Distance in whole miles from the major STH to the Principal Destination 

Pc = Population of the community closest to the major STH and in the same direction from it (from official state 
highway map) 

Dc = Distance in whole miles to the closest community 

If more than one community meets the above criteria, the community for which the term  

Pp   _   Dp  is the greatest shall be selected.   

Pc         Dc 

Notes: When measuring distances Dp and Dc, it is recommended that consistency be applied in what points 
are being measured to. 

Where the through highway passes adjacent to or within the closest community, Dc will approach zero, and 
Dp will approach infinity.   

 Dc 

Therefore, in this case, the closest community shall be the principal destination. 
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POLICY 
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1. If the major STH is constructed and signed as an expressway or freeway, an ahead destination is 
generally not displayed except as a pull-though sign at a system or directional interchange. 

2. An ahead destination is generally not displayed except as a pull-through sign at a system or directional 
interchange. 

SPECIFIC SELECTION CRITERIA 

1. On standard state trunk highways: Destination signs (D1 series) should be used on the standard 
state highway approach to a numbered interstate. If designated, the “ahead” destination shall be the 
closest community on the through route. The first choice of destination names for the interstate shall be 
the closest national control city in each direction. The first choice of destination name for other freeways 
shall be the closest regional control city in each direction. 

a. If the intersecting route does not serve a national control city, then the regional control city, next 
community, or principal destination may be designated. 

b. Unincorporated communities meeting the qualifying criteria in definition 9 may be displayed on 
destination signs (D1 series) on conventional state highways. 

c. Unincorporated communities shall not be displayed on distance signs (D2 series) unless the 
community is designated a regional control city according to the definition 8b. However, they 
may be identified as unincorporated on the I2-3 name sign. 

2. On major state trunk highways: Use regional control cities according to definition 8 and selected as 
follows: 

a. Select urban areas meeting the criteria of definition 8a & 8b 

b. If less than two meet the criteria of 8a or 8b, select urban area(s) meeting the criteria of 8c 

c. If the distance between areas selected above exceeds 160 miles, select urban areas between 
them, which meet the criteria of 8c. 

Unincorporated communities shall not be displayed on freeway or expressway exit signs, unless 
the community has been designated a regional control city according to the definition 8b. 

3. On interstate highways: Use national control cities, except regional control cities or principal 
destinations may be selected as appropriate for intersecting highway destinations. 

4. Urban areas with more than one city or village: 
a. On highways which serve the largest city in the urban area, only the largest city shall be named 

and shall be considered to represent the entire urban area. 

b. Destination signs shall not be erected within an urban area directing to a city or village within 
the same urban area, except: 

i. On major state trunk highways, signs may direct to the central business district of the 
largest city 

ii. On highways near the edge of urban areas, signs may direct to the largest city in the 
urban area which is served by the crossroad 
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iii. In bi-state urban areas, signs may direct to the largest out-of-state city. 

5. Control cities beyond the end of a highway: 
A national or regional control city located beyond the end of a highway may be considered to be served 
by that highway if the connecting route: 

a. Is of the same or higher classification, and 

b. Continues in the same general direction as the ending highway, and 

c. Carries considerable through traffic from the ending highway. 

6. Bi-state urban areas: 
In determining the population of an urban area, part of which is in Wisconsin and part of which is in an 
adjacent state, for the purpose of selecting regional control cities, the population of the in-state and out-
of-state cities shall be added. Directional signs may name the largest Wisconsin city and/or the largest 
out-of-state city, as provided in criteria 4c(3) above. 

7. Other supplemental guide signs: 
Additional communities are allowed on other supplemental guide signs. Only one supplemental guide 
sign with cities/communities shall be allowed per interchange, maximum of two cities/communities per 
sign. 

8. When opportunity presents itself (improvement project, refurbishment project, etc.), the destinations on 
primary and supplemental guide signs should be reevaluated to ensure conformance to this policy. 

 

2-15-6 Community Wayfinding Signs January 2015 
PURPOSE 

This policy sets the uniform, Wisconsin state standards for signs, which communities may install by permit on 
conventional State Trunk Highways under DOT jurisdiction to provide directional guidance to public facilities and 
traffic generators within the community.   

The MUTCD Section 2D.50 provides guidelines and standards for Community Wayfinding signing. Substantial 
conformance of these signs to the MUTCD and DOT policy is required by state law. Poorly designed and/or 
cluttered guide signs will not meet these requirements and could adversely impact safety.   

On local streets and connecting highways, local agencies have the authority to install destination signs for local 
attractions and generators.  If there is deviation from state and national standards to the extent that highway 
signing would adversely affect driving behavior, local agencies may face liability problems.   

Therefore this policy establishes the following to be applied to Community Wayfinding Signing on State 
Highways under DOT jurisdiction:   

1. the qualifying criteria for Community Wayfinding Signing;   

2. guidance on qualifying destinations or facilities;   

3. clarification of sign design and installation standards, applicable to WisDOT 

4. the application and permit process for roadways under WisDOT jurisdiction. 

DEFINITIONS 

Community Wayfinding Signs  

These are the signs, allowed by permit, which are owned and maintained by the community and direct to  

1. municipal area destinations such as Downtown, or Historic District,  

2. individual destinations that are publicly leased or owned and operated for public use, such as City Hall, 
Convention Center, and local parks, or  

3. Privately owned non-profit facilities open to the public, such as a local museum or ice center.   

Trailblazing Signs 

In this context, these are community destination signs that direct subsequent turns on local streets to reach the 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02d.pdf
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destination.   

Trailblazing (directional route signing) to state routes is the responsibility of WisDOT and will not be permitted on 
Community Wayfinding Signs.   

POLICY FOR INSTALLATION ON STATE TRUNK HIGHWAYS 
The Department will allow the local agency, by permit, to install and maintain community wayfinding signs on the 
right-of -way of the conventional state trunk highway system, subject to the destinations, design, location, and 
maintenance of the signs being reviewed and found satisfactory by the Department.  These signs shall not be 
permitted on freeways or expressways.  

WisDOT may fund the installation of wayfinding signs as part of a Community Sensitive Solutions project.  For 
all Community Sensitive Solutions projects that include wayfinding signs, the sign design and locations shall be 
reviewed for conformity to WisDOT and MUTCD policies by the Region Traffic Operations.  Wayfinding signs 
that are funded and installed as part of a Community Sensitive Solutions project shall be maintained by the 
community.  

This policy does not apply to banners or civic displays, which are addressed in TEOpS 13-12-1. 

Qualifying Criteria for Community Wayfinding Signing Programs 
Community wayfinding signs will not be permitted outside a readily apparent urban developed area, usually 
characterized by a reduced speed limit, nearby transition to curb and gutter, and dense residential and/or 
business development adjacent to the highway.   

Geographical areas or districts within a community may be permitted Community Wayfinding Signing. Two or 
more adjacent communities in an urbanized area may coordinate a common signing program, but the 
department will issue separate permits to each individual municipality.   

No countywide programs will be permitted.   

The community must develop a Master Plan for Community Wayfinding Signing, which contains the following 
information:   

1. A map of the community, including the city street/local road system, which clearly identifies: 

a. Exact locations of destinations and attractions to be included in this signing program.   

b. State trunk highway approaches to city street/local road intersections where signing is 
proposed.   

c. Which destination(s) and attraction(s) are to be signed on each state trunk highway approach at 
each city street/local road intersection 

d. City street/local road intersections where trailblazing signing is required to direct motorists to 
each facility.   

2. A concept design of a typical community wayfinding sign, which may include the city logo, a street name 
and up to a total of three destinations/attractions.  A maximum of three destinations should be displayed 
on a sign. 

The Master Plan shall be submitted to the WisDOT Regional Traffic Engineer for review.  This submittal shall 
be initiated and coordinated by the community and shall identify one contact or lead person in the community, 
through which all Department correspondence and contact will be made.   

If a community obtains DOT approval for Community Wayfinding Signing, no new requests for traffic generator 
signing, which would qualify for Community Destination Signs, will be approved within the community. 

Qualifying Destinations or Facilities 
Destinations or attractions must be of general interest to the traveling public and shall not be a retail, business 
or manufacturing center.  The individual destinations shall be publicly leased or owned and operated facilities 
for public use or privately owned non-profit facilities open to the public.   

Destinations which qualify for either Supplemental Traffic Generator signing or Community Wayfinding Signing,  

1. should be included on the Community Wayfinding Signs,  

2. may be on permitted supplemental signing,  

3. but shall not be on both at the same intersection approach.   

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/13-12.pdf
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A specific destination shall only be displayed on one sign structure in each direction on a highway unless 
straight ahead signing is also approved by the Regional Traffic Engineer.   

This type of signing shall not display advertising for a commercial product or service.   

IH, USH or STH directional signage shall not be allowed on Community Wayfinding signs.   

Sign Design Standards 
Shape 

The shape of the signs shall be rectangular and may have rounded corners.  A rounded or other regular 
geometric shape on the top will be allowed to accommodate a logo. 

Pictograph 

Only one community pictograph may be incorporated in the top of the sign subject to WISDOT approval.  If 
used, it shall be simple and easily recognizable.  The height of the pictograph shall not exceed two times the 
height of the upper-case letters of the principal legend on the sign.  For coordinated programs, a unique 
pictograph for each municipality may be used.   

If a community name is to be displayed at the top of the sign panel, instead of or in addition to a pictograph, the 
lettering shall be of a size, font style and high color contrast for motorists to read at the posted speed.   

All signs in a Community Wayfinding Signing program shall have the same format.  If a community pictograph, 
and/or name, and/or street name, is to be used on any sign, it shall be used on all signs in the community 
program.   

Pictographs for destinations and attractions shall not be permitted, since the traveling public will not recognize 
pictographs of local destinations.   

Facing 

Sign panel legends and backgrounds shall be reflective to meet the minimum standards of High Intensity 
sheeting.   

Fluorescent reflective sheeting of any color shall not be permitted on these signs.   

The sign shall not contain any animated or moving parts, flashing or moving lights, or flashing disks. 

Color 

Colors shall meet the standards for highway colors specified by the Federal Highway Administration. Color 
combinations shall have high contrast.  Two-color combinations which may be used are: 

1. White or yellow on blue, green or brown. 

2. Blue, green, black or brown on white. 

3. Red or orange on white, but not the reverse.   

4. A third color, if used, must provide suitable contrast (i.e., not red on blue). 

The background colors of orange, red, yellow, purple, or the fluorescent versions thereof, fluorescent yellow-
green and fluorescent pink shall not be permitted on Community Destination Signs.  One background color is 
preferred.  A third color for the logo area may be used, or that area may be reversed in color.  Color plaques or 
accents shall not be used under arrows or destination names.  Lettering, arrows, and border shall be the same 
color.   

Border 

Border is optional.  If used, it shall be plain, retroreflective, not decorative, and the same color as the letters.   

Lettering & Sign Size 

A minimum Series B font as specified in the Standard Highway Signs manual is preferred.  A similar font is 
allowable, unless the style detracts noticeably from legibility. 

The preferred letter size is 6” Upper Case/ 4 ½” Lower Case.  In areas, where the posted speed is less than 35 
mph, a minimum 5” Upper Case/ 3 ¾” Lower Case or 5” Capital Letters will be allowed.   

The resulting sign width shall not exceed five feet adjacent to a roadway posted at 35 MPH or above.  The sign 
width shall not exceed four feet adjacent to a roadway posted at 30 MPH or below.   
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Arrows 

Arrows shall be as big in dimension as the lettering, and the same color as the adjacent lettering. The arrows 
shall not have encircling accents, or contrasting mini-backgrounds.   

Arrows shall be left of the message for left destinations, and right of the message for right destinations.  

Ahead arrows shall not be used except in combination with left and/or right arrow(s) and destination(s) to pull 
through to one major area destination, such as DOWNTOWN, or direct ahead to one or more qualifying 
destinations where the through route turns.  When used, ahead arrows shall be on the left side of the top line.   

Destinations 

Destinations/attractions on a community destination sign shall be displayed (from top to bottom of sign) in the 
following sequence:   

1. ahead destination (if used);   

2. left-oriented destinations/attractions (closest to furthest);   

3. right-oriented destinations/attractions (closest to furthest).   

Community Wayfinding Signs should be limited to three destinations per sign.    

Sign Installation Standards 
Signs shall be installed by the community on separate supports furnished and typically used by the community.  
They shall not be combined with other signing by the community or the Department.   

If signing is approved on the state trunk highway directing to a facility, any necessary trailblazing signing shall 
be installed on the city streets/local roads by the community before signing is installed on the state trunk 
highway.   

The community shall affix an identification code number label to the back of each sign in accordance with State 
Statute Section 86.19(5) and TEOpS 2-1-30. 

Sign supports shall conform to TEOpS 2-15-52. 

Sign installation and placement shall be in accordance with WisDOT Standard Sign Details A4-3, A4-4, and A4-
8, A4-9, A4-11, or A5-9, as applicable.   

Signs shall be placed in advance of the intersection where a turn would be required.   

Only one sign shall be permitted in each direction approaching an intersection and it should be located on the 
right side of the roadway.   

The preferred sign spacing is 200 feet from any other highway sign.  The minimum spacing shall be 100 feet.   

Signs erected on the state trunk highway system shall have their locations approved by the Regional Traffic 
Engineer.  Signs at all locations should be installed with due care to be visible, and to not obscure other traffic 
control devices.  Further guidance on location is contained in Section 2A.16 of the MUTCD. 

Application and Permit 
Sign destinations, designs, and locations on State highways under DOT jurisdiction shall be approved by the 
WisDOT Regional Traffic Engineer.  Installation of these signs shall be through this permit process.   

Upon receipt of a master plan for Community Wayfinding Signing, including the typical standard sign design and 
the identification of the community contact person, the Regional Traffic Engineer will review the plan for  

1. appropriate qualifying destinations,  

2. direct and effective routing to the destinations, including trailblazing on local roadways,  

3. appropriate sign locations,  

4. individual sign designs, and 

5. roadside conditions and constraints.   

In order to expedite the process, the community should prepare the master plan in compliance with the 
guidelines in this policy.  Any necessary denials or revisions may cause a return of the plan to the community 
contact person, resulting in a delay of the permit.   

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.19
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.19
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-01.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/aseries/A4-3.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/aseries/A4-4.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/aseries/A4-8.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/aseries/A4-8.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/aseries/A4-9.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/aseries/A4-11.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/aseries/A5-9.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02a.pdf


TEOpS 2-15 

Page 36 

The permit will consist of an approved master plan attached to a permit letter signed by the Regional Traffic 
Engineer, and may include the necessary standard sign installation details mentioned above. 

All sign panel designs should be reviewed and approved by the Regional Traffic Engineer before fabrication.   

The community shall be responsible for the construction, installation and maintenance of the community 
wayfinding sign structures and sign panels at its own expense.   

If community wayfinding signs are not properly maintained, the community shall, upon request by WisDOT, 
replace or remove the signs at its own expense.  If not replaced or removed within 30 days of notification, 
WisDOT will remove the community wayfinding signs at the expense of the community.   

Roadway reconstruction and/or installation of new regulatory, warning or guide signs may necessitate relocation 
or removal of community wayfinding signs by the community at its own expense.   

GRANDFATHER CLAUSE 

Existing permitted Community Wayfinding Signs will be allowed to remain temporarily without modification or 
replacement until the end of their useful life, or December 31, 2015, whichever comes first.  Unpermitted signs 
shall be removed as soon as possible, unless they meet the standards contained in this policy.  In that case, the 
community may apply for a retroactive permit by submitting the required master plan.  

 
SAMPLE PERMIT FORM LETTER 

 
Copy and paste to your Region letterhead.   
Provide date, contact name, and address 
Modify as needed.   
 
 
RE:  Community Wayfinding Signing Permit   
 
This letter shall serve as the Community Wayfinding Signing Permit for (city, village, town) of (name) to 
install and maintain guidance signing on STH (number) as contained and approved in the attached master 
plan.   
 
No additions or changes will be allowed without a revised and approved master plan.   
 
WisDOT Standard Sign Installation Details, A4-3, A4-4, and (others as needed), are attached.  Adherence 
to these standards is required.   
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
(signature) 
 
 
(name,  P.E.) 
(Region) Traffic Engineer   

 

2-15-7 Temporary Traffic Generator Signing on Improvement Projects January 2013 
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 
Section 2E-35 of the MUTCD allows states and other agencies the option to adopt policies for Supplemental 
Traffic Generator (Directional Signing).  Correspondingly, WisDOT has adopted a Supplemental Traffic 
Generator policy for permanent signs (TEOpS 2-15-3).  However, there are cases (most notably improvement 
projects) where temporary Supplemental Traffic Generator signs are needed.  Temporary Traffic Generator 
signs may be needed to temporarily replace SIS signs or previously approved Supplemental Traffic Generator 
signs that were previously installed on the roadway, but taken down temporarily for the project.  There are other 
times where a business may not have been previously signed, but the improvement project closes off an access 
to a business and temporary signs may be needed to ease the construction impact to the business.  In some of 
these cases, a Temporary Business Guidance Sign may be permitted. 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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The following policy provides guidance on the different types of Temporary Traffic Generator signs that may be 
utilized on improvement projects. 

DEFINITIONS 
Freeways are defined as divided highways with fully controlled access at interchanges only.  Interstate highways 
are freeways with the interstate route designation. 

Expressways are defined as divided highways with partially controlled access by a combination of interchanges, 
at-grade intersections, and driveways. 

Conventional Highways are defined as streets or roads other than freeways or expressways.  They may be 
divided or undivided, two-lane or multi-lane, and access is available at intersections and driveways. 

 POLICY 

Projects that have previously approved SIS or Supplemental Traffic Generator Signs that have been temporarily 
removed during construction. 

1. Temporary SIS Signs and Supplemental Traffic Generator signs shall only be allowed for approved SIS 
or Supplemental Traffic Generator signs that were removed as part of the improvement project (See 
Figure 1). 

2. Temporary SIS Signs and Supplemental Traffic Generator signs shall be black on orange and contain 
no logos.   

3. Temporary SIS Signs and Supplemental Traffic Generator signs shall be designed by WisDOT Bureau 
of Traffic Operations for all Regions, except SE.  For SE Region projects, the signs shall be designed by 
the SE Region Traffic Operations.  Sign details and installation details should be included as part of the 
improvement project plans. 

4. Temporary SIS Signs and Supplemental Traffic Generator signs are typically paid for as part of the 
improvement project under the bid item, Traffic Control Signs Fixed Message. 

Temporary Business Guidance Signs (signs not previously approved as SIS or Supplemental Traffic Generator 
signs). 

1. Temporary directional signing for local businesses may be allowed in the highway right-of-way, at 
locations approved by the Project Manager. 

2. Privately erected signs shall require an approved permit (see attached Temporary Business Guidance 
Signs Permit Application).  Privately erected signs Temporary directional signing for local businesses 
shall not be allowed on freeways, expressways or at the exit ramp. 
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Figure 1. Example of Temporary SIS Signs for Improvement Projects 
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Figure 2. Temporary Business Guidance Signs Permit Application 
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2-15-11 Transition, Two to Four Lanes June 2005 
GUIDANCE 

Figure 1 portrays recommended pavement markings and signing for typical transitions of two-lane highways to 
divided highways. 

The main feature of the pavement markings is the formation of a large “V,” which will give continuous guidance 
to the left of the driver leaving the divided section. 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 42 

The choice between using a W4-2R or L has been debated and has arguments on both sides. The illustration 
provides an acceptable signing choice in the absence of any other determinant factors. 

Figure 1. Marking and Signing for Two-Lane to Four-Lane Divided Transitions 

 
 
2-15-12 Wrong Way Prevention November 2015 
PURPOSE 

Prevention of wrong way movement is a concern wherever an entire roadway is dedicated to one-way traffic. 
Wrong-way prevention signing consists of the appropriate use and placement of Turn Prohibition signs, Keep 
Right signs, DO NOT ENTER signs, WRONG WAY signs, ONE WAY signs, and Divided Highway Crossing 
signs. 

The need for wrong way prevention signing in any situation is determined by the complexity of the situation 
requiring positive guidance and the consequence of error. The following guidance and details are intended to 
define the typical amount of signing for the various applications. 

APPLICATIONS 

DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH WIDE MEDIAN intersection with TWO-WAY CROSS STREET (See Figure 1) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient for most intersections of this type.   

The MUTCD Section 2B.37 and Figure 2B-12 allows the single installation of DO NOT ENTER and WRONG 
WAY SIGNS.  Where the median width is 30 feet or greater, the signs should be installed on the median side.   

DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH NARROW MEDIAN intersection with TWO-WAY CROSS STREET (See Figure 2) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient for most intersections of this type.  Additional needs may be met by 
installing additional signs as shown in MUTCD Figure 2B-15.   

The MUTCD Section 2B.37 and Figure 2B-12 to allow the single installation of DO NOT ENTER and WRONG 
WAY SIGNS.  Where the median width is less than 30’, the signs should be installed on the outer side.   

DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH WIDE MEDIAN intersection with INTERCHANGE RAMPS (See Figure 3) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient for most intersections of this type. It combines the typical signing 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
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requirements from Figure 1 with the Standards, Guidance and Options in the MUTCD Section 2B.41 and Figure 
2B.18, except that the Turn Prohibition signs are designated optional. This is consistent with the last Option 
paragraph in the MUTCD Section 2B.18. 

DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH NARROW MEDIAN intersection with INTERCHANGE RAMPS (See Figure 4) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient for most intersections of this type.  It combines the typical signing 
requirements from Figure 2 with the Standards, Guidance and Options in the MUTCD Section 2B.41 and Figure 
2B.18, except that the Turn Prohibition signs are designated optional.  This is consistent with the second to last 
Option paragraph in the MUTCD Section 2B.18.   

TWO-WAY UNDIVIDED HIGHWAY intersection with INTERCHANGE RAMPS (See Figure 5) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient for most intersections of this type.  It reflects the Standards, 
Guidance and Options in the MUTCD Section 2B.41 and Figure 2B.18, except that the Turn Prohibition signs 
are designated optional.  This is consistent with the second to last Option paragraph in the MUTCD Section 
2B.18.  

TRANSITION FROM TWO-WAY UNDIVIDED HIGHWAY TO DIVIDED HIGHWAY (See Figure 6) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient to prevent wrong-way movements in these transition areas.  
TEOpS 2-15-11 illustrates the overall signing and pavement marking requirements in greater detail. 

DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH INTERSECTING SIDEROAD (See Figures 7 and 8)   

These typical signing plans should be sufficient for most side roads of these types.  Additional needs may be 
met by installing additional signs as shown in the MUTCD Figure 2B-15. 

The MUTCD Section 2B.37 and Figure 2B-12 allows for the single installation of the DO NOT ENTER and 
WRONG WAY signs.  Where the median width is less than 30’, the signs should be installed on the outer side. 

DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH NARROW OR WIDE MEDIAN DRIVEWAY (See Figures 9, 10 ,11, 12 and 13)   

These typical signing plans should be sufficient for most driveways of these types.  Additional needs may be 
met by installing additional signs as shown in the MUTCD Figure 2B-15. 

The MUTCD Section 2B.37 and Figure 2B-12 allows for the single installation of the DO NOT ENTER and 
WRONG WAY signs.  Where the median width is less than 30’, the signs should be installed on the outer side. 

ROUNDABOUTS (See Figure 14) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient for the prevention of wrong way movements on roundabouts with 
single and multiple approach lanes and interchange off-ramps. 

DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH SIGNALIZED WIDE MEDIAN INTERSECTION (See Figure 16) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient for most intersections of this type.   

The MUTCD Section 2B.37 and Figure 2B-12 allows the single installation of DO NOT ENTER and WRONG 
WAY SIGNS.  Where the median width is 30 feet or greater, the signs should be installed on the median side.   

DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH SIGNALIZED NARROW MEDAN INTERSECTION (See Figure 17) 

This typical signing plan should be sufficient for most intersections of this type.  Additional needs may be met by 
installing additional signs as shown in MUTCD Figure 2B-16.   

The MUTCD Section 2B.37 and Figure 2B-12 to allow the single installation of DO NOT ENTER and WRONG 
WAY SIGNS.  Where the median width is less than 30’, the signs should be installed on the outer side.   

POLICY 
At approaches to multi-lane roadways with median widths less than 30’, the R6-1 ONE WAY sign shall be 
installed at the near right installation above the STOP or YIELD sign.  At approaches to multi-lane roadways 
with median widths 30’ or greater, two R6-1 ONE WAY signs shall be installed back to back at the near right 
installation above the STOP or Yield sign.  The R6-1 ONE WAY sign shall be used at “T” intersections with 
divided highways or above the roundabout directional arrow (R6-4b) sign.  

At divided highways with wide medians that have a STOP or Yield sign in the median, a R6-1 ONE WAY sign 
shall be installed back to back above the STOP or Yield sign (See Figure 15).   

The R6-2 ONE WAY sign shall be used for all other locations on the STH system. 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02b.pdf
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The DO NOT ENTER sign shall be installed where it does not obscure the outline or shape of STOP or YIELD 
signs.  If space does not permit, it is permissible to trim the DO NOT ENTER sign into an octagon shape, 
however the preference is to install the DO NOT ENTER sign on a separate post, next to the STOP sign. 

GUIDELINES 
Short divided sections with low traffic volumes and a posted speed of 40 mph or less may not need the DO NOT 
ENTER and WRONG WAY signs.   

An urban boulevard with frequent cross streets and median openings should not need repeated DO NOT 
ENTER and WRONG WAY signs.   

A history of wrong way movements and/or related crashes may warrant further measures.  If visibility of the far 
roadway from the side street or ramp is obscured by geometrics or cross section, additional ONE WAY signs 
may be necessary and positioned as shown in the MUTCD Figure 2B-15. 

Highway lighting may be a solution to visibility problems, eliminating the need for extra signing.  

Pavement marking arrows may be used to supplement signing and reinforce the wrong way prevention 
message, especially on exit ramps.   

Freeway ramps may warrant additional signing and marking strategies to help prevent wrong way movements.  
The following strategies may be used at freeway ramp locations that have exhibited problems with wrong way 
drivers entering the freeway:  

1. Upsizing of DO NOT ENTER and WRONG WAY signs 

2. Stop bars and type 4 pavement marking arrows 

3. Dotted pavement marking line extensions through the intersection 

The following strategies may be used in addition to the ones above or on their own.  All of the following 
strategies are optional, and shall only be used at side by side ramp locations that have exhibited problems with 
wrong way drivers entering the freeway: 

1. Additional WRONG WAY signs mounted below the DO NOT ENTER signs at a 3 foot mounting height 
as measured vertically from the bottom of the sign to the top of the near edge of pavement. 

2. Reflective strips on WRONG WAY and DO NOT ENTER sign posts.  These strips shall be 2 inches 
wide, composed of red Type H sheeting on 0.040 inch sheet aluminum, and shall run from the bottom 
of the sign to within 2 feet above the edge of pavement. 

3. A FREEWAY ENTRANCE sign placed at the entrance to the on ramp 

4. Dynamic (flashing) WRONG WAY signs 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 45 

 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 46 

 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 47 

 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 48 

 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 49 

 

R1-1
R6-2L

R6-2R

R5-1

R1-1 or R1-2

R1-1  STOP

R3-1  NO RIGHT TURN

R5-1  DO NOT ENTER

R1-2 YIELD

R3-2 NO LEFT TURN

R6-2R ONE WAY RIGHT
R6-2L ONE WAY LEFT

DIAMOND RAMP
INTERSECTING

UNDIVIDED HIGHWAY

FIG. 5  WRONG WAY SIGNING RELATIVE TO RAMP.

   R3-2
 (OPTIONAL)

200' = or V

R3-1 (OPTIONAL)

R5-1

R5-1A WRONG WAY

R5-1 (OPTIONAL)

R5-1A

FIELD CONDITIONS MAY DICTATE CHANGES IN 
SIGN PLACEMENT.

NOTE:  SIGNING IS SHOWN AS TYPICAL SIGN PLACEMENT.

R5-1A
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R4-7  KEEP RIGHT

R5-1A  WRONG WAY

V 30'

FIG. 6

R4-7 (SIZE 3)

(SIZE 3)  R5-1

4
0

0
' 

      R5-1A
(OPTIONAL SIZE 3)

+

W6-3

FIELD CONDITIONS MAY DICTATE CHANGES IN 
SIGN PLACEMENT.

NOTE:  SIGNING IS SHOWN AS TYPICAL SIGN PLACEMENT.

W6-3  TWO-WAY TRAFFIC

R5-1    DO NOT ENTER

TRANSITION FROM TWO-WAY UNDIVDED HIGHWAY TO DIVIDED HIGHWA
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FIELD CONDITIONS MAY DICTATE CHANGES IN 
SIGN PLACEMENT.

NOTE:  SIGNING IS SHOWN AS TYPICAL SIGN PLACEMENT.

FIELD ENTRANCE

FIG. 13  WRONG WAY SIGNING RELATIVE TO DIVIDED HIGHWAY.

REQUIRED
NO SIGNING
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2-15-15 Recreational Trail Signing January 2015 
PURPOSE 

This policy provides guidance for the installation of guide signs to direct traffic to major access points for public 
recreational trails. This policy does not address warning signs that may apply to locations where the recreational 
trail crosses a highway. 

DEFINITION 

Freeways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have full controlled access, by means of grade 
separation at interchanges only. 

Expressways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have partial control of access and generally 
with grade separations at major intersections. 
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Conventional highways are defined as either divided or undivided roadway facilities that have no control of 
access with grade separations at intersections. These highways can be two-lane or multilane facilities. 

POLICY 

The following criteria shall apply for a trail to be eligible for signing on WisDOT-maintained roadways: 

1. Public recreational trails owned and/or managed by the state government shall be the only trails that 
qualify for signing on freeways. 

2. Public recreational trails owned and/or managed by the state or county government, or by a multi-state 
agency or commissions shall be the only trails that qualify for signing on expressways. 

3. Public recreational trails owned and/or managed by the state or county government, by a multi-state 
agency or commission, or by a city, village, or township may be signed for on conventional highways. 

4. All trailblazing signing off the State Trunk Highway system shall be in place prior to the installation of 
any signs on the State Trunk Highway system. 

5. The trail shall be constructed and maintained to Wisconsin DNR standards, with an improved surface of 
compacted aggregate or better and be open year round.  National Trails, as established by Congress, 
on the National Trails System with a natural surface may qualify for signing, provided the access points 
to be signed meet all other applicable criteria, including off-street parking facilities. 

6. Evidence of poor trail maintenance or inadequate or poor trailblazing signage will be cause to remove 
any existing signs from the State Trunk Highway system. 

7. The message on the signs should read “XX State Trail” for state owned trails and “XX Trail” for county, 
regional, city, village or township trails.  The signs shall be composed of white lettering on a brown 
background. 

8. For all roadways, only the trail termini will be signed.  Intermediate access points may qualify for signing.  
The intermediate access points shall be spaced a minimum of 15 miles.  A maximum of 2 signs shall 
be installed, one in each direction of travel, for each trail access point to be signed.  For freeways and 
expressways, a directional sign (D1 sign) shall be placed on the freeway/expressway ramp to lead to 
the trail access.   

9. Trail termini and intermediate access points should have the following amenities: 

a. Public restrooms or toilets on freeways and expressways, but are optional on conventional 
highways 

b. Public, off-street paved or gravel parking facilities 

c. Trail information 

10. Where trail access points from two different trails have the same point of access from the State Trunk 
Highway, both trail names shall be identified on the same sign. 

11. These signs shall be placed at the closest State Trunk Highway intersections to the trail termini.  
Trailblazing signing from a conventional State Trunk Highway to another conventional State Trunk 
Highway will not be allowed. 

12. For freeways, expressways, and conventional highways, trail access points shall be no more than 5 
miles from the nearest exit or State Trunk Highway. 

13. The cost for fabrication, installation, and maintenance of any recreational trail signing shall be the 
responsibility of the trail owner or managing organization or agency.  WisDOT shall coordinate the 
fabrication, installation, and maintenance of all signs on State Trunk Highways, including ramps, and 
shall be reimbursed for all costs.  Installation of signs may be performed by WisDOT forces or by 
permit/letter. 

 

2-15-16 ATV Route Signing November 2015 
PURPOSE 

Section 23.33(1)(c) Wisconsin Statute defines an all-terrain vehicle (ATV) route as a highway or sidewalk 
designated for use by ATV operators by the governmental agency having jurisdiction as authorized under this 
section.  In addition, s. 23.33(11)(am)(3) allows ATV operation on non-interstate highway bridges 1,000 feet in 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/33/1/c
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/33/11/am/3
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length or less by ordinance of the county and the municipality in which the bridge is located, regardless of 
jurisdiction. 

At some locations on state trunk highway right of way, local agencies may erect signing for the purpose of 
directing and controlling ATV trail operations.  This is permissible unless there is some problem generated by 
the existence of ATVs at specific locations.  Signing for ATV trails and routes is described in Administrative 
Code NR 64.12 and also described with typical applications illustrated in WDNR's "Trail Signing Handbook", 
2012.  A copy of this book should be kept in each traffic section.  This policy will clarify that handbook with 
regards to ATV use on WisDOT maintained highways. 

DEFINITIONS 
ATV crossing:  A location where an ATV route or trail crosses, but does not run along, a highway. 

ATV route:  Any roadway or sidewalk properly designated for use by ATV operations per s. 23.33. 

ATV trail:  A marked corridor on public property or on private lands subject to public easement or lease, 
designated for use by all-terrain vehicle operators by the governmental agency having jurisdiction, but excluding 
roadways of highways except those roadways that are seasonally not maintained for motor vehicle traffic. 

POLICY 
ATV crossing warning signs: 

1. ATV crossing warning signs (W11-50) are shown routinely in the WDNR Trail Signing Handbook.  On 
state maintained highways, these signs shall only be installed by WisDOT, and only where warranted 
due to sight conditions, per the table in Section 2C.46 of the MUTCD. 

2. WisDOT will assume the installation and maintenance costs for any ATV Trail crossing warning signs 
installed on the state highway system.  

ATV Route guide signs and arrows: 

The following policy criteria shall be used when ATV Route guide signs are requested from municipalities: 

1. ATV Route signs (D11-10) shall be installed immediately downstream from where an ATV Route turns 
onto a State or US Highway.  From a safety standpoint, it is desirable to keep ATVs on the shoulder; 
however, this may cause shoulder rutting issues, especially in locations where ATVs will tend to straddle 
the paved shoulder/gravel shoulder transition.  For this reason, it may be desirable to supplement the 
initial D11-10 signs with “STAY ON PAVEMENT” (R4-55) or “STAY ON SHOULDER” (R4-55-S) signs, 
mounted directly below the D11-10 sign.  Region maintenance should be consulted to determine if 
these signs are necessary.  A second D11-10 sign shall be installed where the ATV Route turns off of 
the State or US Highway.  This sign shall be supplemented with an appropriate M7 series arrow. 

2. It should be noted that the WDNR Trail Signing Handbook shows a 6” x 12” “directional arrow” above a 
6” x 6” ATV symbol sign at locations where the ATV route ends at an ATV trail.  This combination of sign 
shall not be installed along ATV routes on State or US Highways.  This “directional arrow” sign mimics 
the design of standard large one-direction (night) arrows.  As ATV users will be using some or all of the 
traffic lane, these signs will be installed at the same offset and mounting height as other traffic signs.  
This could lead to motorist confusion.  ATV routes on State or US Highways ending at ATV trails shall 
utilize the D11-10/M7 sign combinations. 

3. The county or local municipality shall be required to obtain a permit (see TEOpS 2-15-3) for these signs 
from the WisDOT Region Traffic Engineer.  The written request should contain: 

a. A copy of both the municipal and county ordinances 

b. A map showing the ATV Route 

The Region Traffic Engineer should contact Bureau of Highway Maintenance (BHM), State ROW 
Permits Engineer, to ensure that the county and municipal ordinances have been reviewed by WisDOT 
and WDNR.  Signs shall not be erected until the ordinances are legally in effect.  The current BHM 
contact is Bob Fasick, (608) 266-3438. 

4. WisDOT will set up a Professional and Technical Project ID to charge costs to and will coordinate 
manufacture and installation of the signs.  All costs for the installation and maintenance of ATV Route 
signs shall be billed to the county or local municipality.  For county requested signs, the Sales to Others 
process may be utilized in lieu of the P&T process. 

5. All ATV Route signs, auxiliary arrows and plaques, and ATV crossing signs on State or US Highways 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/64/12
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/64/12
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/cf/CF0023.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/cf/CF0023.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/23.33
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/wseries/W11-50.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02c.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/dseries/D11-10.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/mseries/M7-1.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
mailto:robert.fasick@dot.wi.gov
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shall be installed on WisDOT standard breakaway supports.  Mounting height and offset shall follow 
sign plate A4-3.  

Other comments on the WDNR Trail Signing Handbook: 

1. Any and all responsibility for signing along trail, off of the state highway, is local, including installation 
and maintenance. 

2. Regarding illustrations in the book: 

a. Warning signs on the trail when visible from the highway should be the minimum size specified. 

b. Orange markers on the right-of-way would usually be unnecessary except to mark a turn. 

c. STOP signs are shown too close to the highway.  They should be back of the snowplowing 
range, at least 20' from the pavement and desirably more. 

d. STOP signs should be parallel to the highway, and the trail approaching the highway should be 
aligned to be as near to a right angle as possible. 

3. On page 14 of the handbook:  If requested WisDOT will install and maintain guide signs for trail head 
parking lots.  The signs should contain the word "Parking". 

4. Trail sign posts on the right of way installed by local agencies shall meet the same small support safety 
standards as those erected by WisDOT. 

5. Trail signs shall not be attached to any of WisDOT’s signposts. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
BHM has developed a comprehensive policy on ATV routes and Trails that is available at HMM 09-10-11. 

 

2-15-20 Cemetery Signing April 2022 
PURPOSE 

This policy provides guidance for the permitting of signs on WisDOT-maintained roadways directing road users 
to certain cemeteries. These guidelines apply to conventional highways, expressways, and freeways. 

DEFINITIONS 

Freeways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have full controlled access, by means of grade 
separation at interchanges only. 

Expressways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have partial control of access and generally 
with grade separations at major intersections. 

Conventional highways are defined as either divided or undivided roadway facilities that have no control of 
access with grade separations at intersections. These highways can be two-lane or multi-lane. 

POLICY 

The following criteria shall apply for a cemetery to be eligible for signing on WisDOT maintained roadways:  

1. Only veterans’ cemeteries that are exclusively for veterans and that are owned and/or managed by the 
state or national Department of Veterans Affairs are eligible to be permitted for signing under this policy.  
The primary function of the facility shall be a cemetery.  Presently, the Northern Wisconsin Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery in Spooner, the Southern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery near Union 
Grove, and the Northwoods National Cemetery in Harshaw are the only three veterans cemeteries that 
qualify for signage under this policy. 

2. All other cemeteries shall not be signed on WisDOT maintained roadways. 

3. Signing from one conventional State Trunk Highway to another conventional State Trunk Highway will 
not be allowed. Any necessary signing off of the State Trunk Highway system shall be in place prior to 
the installation of any signs on the State Trunk Highway system.   

4. The signs shall be white message on green background. 

5. On conventional highways, signs should be erected a minimum of 500 feet in advance of the 
intersection or cemetery entrance.     

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/signplate/aseries/A4-3.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/hwy-mnt/mntc-manual/chapter09/09-10-11.pdf
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6. On freeways and expressways, signs should be erected within one mile in advance of the exit ramp or 
side road.  Destination signs (D1-1 signs) shall be erected at or near the end of the exit ramp or side 
road approach. 

7. For freeways, expressways, and conventional highways, the cemetery shall be no more than 5 miles 
from the nearest exit or State Trunk Highway. 

8. The cost for fabrication, installation, and maintenance of this signing shall be the responsibility of the 
cemetery owner or managing organization or agency.  WisDOT shall coordinate the fabrication, 
installation, and maintenance of all signs on State Trunk Highways, including ramps, and shall be 
reimbursed for all costs. 

 

2-15-30 Hydrant Signing November 2015 
PURPOSE 

Coordination with fire departments has indicated problems with limited identification of fire hydrant locations 
from the freeway or expressway.  This is especially important in areas where the view of fire hydrants from the 
highway is obstructed.  It has been learned that response to freeway or expressway fires can be a two-squad 
operation.  There is response time to the freeway or expressway fire scene, and there is response time to fire 
hydrants off of the highway right-of-way.  The freeway or expressway response crew must coordinate location 
and hook-up to the hydrant.  When location of the hydrant is uncertain, time is lost.  The purpose of this 
guideline is to establish criteria on the usage of fire hydrant location signs and sign identification blades along 
noise walls. 

DEFINITIONS 

Freeways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have full controlled access, by means of grade 
separation at interchanges only. 

Expressways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have partial control of access and generally 
with grade separations at major intersections.  

POLICY 
The placement of hydrant signs is most critical where the vision of the fire hydrant or local street from the 
highway (freeway or expressway) is restricted.  Sounds walls are an excellent example of where vision is 
completely restricted.  Topography of landscape may also hinder vision.  It is the intent of the Department to 
install hydrant signs that satisfy the following conditions: 

1. At all sound wall installations where the wall creates a visual and physical barrier between the roadway 
and the hydrant. 

2. At locations where topography or landscape create a visual or physical barrier between the highway and 
the hydrant, the hydrant signs should be mounted either on posts or the right-of-way fence on the 
highway side. 

3. At locations where crash experience is above average, and expeditious response is advantageous. 

4. At locations where fire hose standpipes have been installed.  Signs should be mounted on posts near 
the standpipe access joint. 

5. The local fire department or fire district shall pay for all costs of the sign, sign blade and all mounting 
hardware.  This includes the costs for initial installation and long-term maintenance.  The Department 
may pay for the initial installation provided they are part of a project. 

SIGN INSTALLATION 
1. The hydrant sign (D9-54 sign) shall be placed, with movable capability, over the fire hose access hole 

(See Figure 1). 

2. A two-sided sign blade (D9-54A sign) with blue Type H Reflective sheeting shall be placed on all new 
sound wall installations.  Existing sound wall installations without the two-sided blade should be 
retrofitted with the blade as opportunities allow.  The sign blade should be placed near the top of the 
sound wall on the highway side, above the fire hose access hole (See Figure 1). 

Standard sign plate D9-54 (See Figure 2) has been developed for hydrant signs (See attached sign plate detail).  
The sign is white on green, containing a fire hydrant symbol and the approximate numerical address of the fire 
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hydrant. 

It is strongly encouraged that contact is made with the fire department jurisdictions responding to the freeway or 
expressway to verify the numerical address of the hydrant.  
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2-15-31 Signing for Low Inlets Along Barrier Walls March 2011 
PURPOSE 

County maintenance personnel, first responders, and WisDOT maintenance staff have indicated problems with 
identification of low inlets along freeway barrier walls.  There could be times that the inlets are covered with 
snow, ice or other debris that makes location difficult.  Clogged inlets can present potential traffic safety issues 
and efficient, rapid location of them is very essential. 

FHWA has indicated that a sign used for marking such inlets would not be considered an official traffic sign.  
Technically, the sign would not be in the line of sight or directed to passing motorists. 

This policy governs the design and placement of signing for low inlets along freeway barrier walls. 

POLICY 
The sign used for the identification of low inlets along barrier walls is the green object marker (W5-53S) sign.  
This sign may be used, provided the following criteria are met: 

1. The request to use the signs shall be coordinated with both the WisDOT Region Maintenance Engineer 
and Traffic Engineer.  

2. The signs shall be installed on the face of the barrier, near the top to prevent covering by snow.  See 
Figure 1 for typical installation detail. 

3. Signs are paid for under the bid item:  Signs Reflective Type II. 

4. The signs shall be manufactured on 0.040” thick aluminum and fastened to the concrete wall with an 
adhesive with 1 ½” concrete anchor screws at each corner. 

5. Replacement signs for maintenance shall be obtained through WisDOT. 
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Figure 1. Typical Installation of Storm Drain Inlet Marking 

 
 
2-15-36 Distance Signs, D2-Series and Post-Interstate E8-Series February 2018 
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance for the use of Distance signs on State Highways under 
Department of Transportation jurisdiction.  This policy guidance will address the selection of destinations, 
consistent determination of appropriate distances, sign design, and typical Distance sign placement. 

General guidance on selection of destinations can be found in the MUTCD Sections 2D.37 and 2E.35.  Specific 
guidance on the selection of destination cities can be found in TEOpS 2-15-5. 

Guidance on the location of Distance signs is found in MUTCD Sections 2D.38 and 2E.39. 

This policy does not apply to Interchange Sequence signs, which are addressed in MUTCD Section 2E.36. 

B. Definitions 
Distance Signs are defined as guide signs displaying a sequence of one to three destinations ahead with the 
distance to reach those destinations.   

Freeways are defined as divided highways with fully controlled access at interchanges only.  Interstate 
Highways are freeways with the interstate route designation.   

Expressways are defined as divided highways with partially controlled access by a combination of interchanges, 
at-grade intersections, and driveways.   

Conventional Highways are defined as streets or roads other than freeways or expressways.  They may be 
divided or undivided, two-lane or multi-lane, and access is available at intersections and driveways. 

National Control Cities are Chicago, Milwaukee, Beloit, Rockford, Janesville, Madison, Wisconsin Dells, La 
Crosse, Albert Lea, Eau Claire, St. Paul, Sheboygan, and Green Bay. 

Regional Control Cities are defined as   

1. Urban areas in Wisconsin or within 60 miles of the state line with a population in the most recent 
decennial census of 30,000 or more,  

2. Other communities, such as Sturgeon Bay, Woodruff, Minocqua, and Lake Geneva, which are approved 
by the State Traffic Engineer based on their character as widely known tourism destinations, and  

3. Urban areas on or north of Highway 64 with a population exceeding 3500, and urban areas south of 
Highway 64 with a population exceeding 10,000. 

Major Crossroads or Side Roads, in most cases, should be state highways, but may be a county highway or 
local arterial serving a nearby community.   

POLICY 
General Guidance  

1. The combination Destination Direction and Distance signs, such as is designated D1-1a. D1-2a, or D1-
3a in MUTCD, shall not be used on state highways.   

2. Unincorporated communities shall not be displayed on Distance signs unless the community is 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02d.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02d.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02e.pdf
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designated a Regional Control City.   

3. Traffic generator supplemental sign destinations shall not be displayed on Distance signs.   

4. The sign design format for distance signs shall use upper and lower case letters.  

5. The letter sizes shall be appropriate for the highway class; minimum 6-inch/4½-inch on conventional 
highways and minimum 8-inch/6-inch on expressways and freeways.   

The selection of destinations shall be solely for the purpose of guidance and information for the non-local state 
highway driver, and shall not be used to promote communities, facilities, or preferential routes.   

The first line of the sign shall designate the next selected “destination” in the direction of travel.  If used, a 
second line of the sign may designate the second, or an interim, destination of importance in the direction of 
travel.  The bottom line shall designate a National Control City or Regional Control City or the last incorporated 
city or village of the greatest significance, in that order of priority.   

Distances shall be rounded up or down, as appropriate, to display the even mile.   

Specific Guidance – Conventional Highways  
The first destination on a Distance sign on a conventional state highway shall display either the next 
incorporated community (city or village), or the next major crossroad or side road, whichever is deemed the 
most beneficial information for the driver.   

If used, the second line of the Distance sign may display the second major crossroad or a subsequent 
incorporated community served by the state highway.  Selection of the community may be guided by use of the 
comparative population and distance formula in TEOpS 2-15-5.  Selection may also be varied on successive 
Distance signs to display alternative communities served by the route.   

The bottom line of a Distance sign on a state highway shall designate a National Control City or Regional 
Control City or the last incorporated city or village of the greatest significance, in that order of priority.  The 
bottom line control city should be the same on all successive Distance signs along the route until that city is 
reached. 

If the conventional state highway does not enter the corporate limits of a community, the community shall not 
be displayed on the Distance sign, but may appear on a Direction sign (D1-series) at the appropriate location.   

Distances to a crossroad shall be rounded to the nearest even mile.   

Distances to a community may be measured differently depending on the size of the community and how the 
state highway passes through it.   

1. If the community is not very large and the highway serves the central business district, the distance 
should be measured to that “downtown” area and may be rounded down.   

2. If the highway does not serve the downtown, the distance may be measured to the municipal limits or a 
major crossroad within the municipal limits and may be rounded up.   

3. If the city is large, the distance may be measured to a major crossroad or municipal feature within the 
city limits.   

Distance signs should be installed downstream from rural interchanges and STH/USH intersections, following 
the J4 and R2-1 signs.  Distance signs are typically not installed within incorporated city or village limits.  A 
distance sign should be installed where a conventional highway exits the limits of the last contiguous 
incorporated city or village, across from the I2-3.  Distance signs should not be installed where the highway 
leaves an unincorporated community, unless the community is designated a Regional Control City. 

Specific Guidance – Expressways 
The first destination on a Distance sign on an expressway shall display either the next incorporated community 
(city or village), or the next major crossroad or interchange, whichever is deemed the most beneficial information 
for the driver.   

If used, the second line of the Distance sign may display the second major crossroad or interchange or a 
subsequent incorporated community served by the state expressway.  Selection of the community may be 
guided by use of the comparative population and distance formula in TEOpS 2-15-5.  Selection may also be 
varied on successive Distance signs to display alternative communities served by the route.   

The bottom line of a Distance sign on an expressway shall designate a National Control City or Regional 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf


TEOpS 2-15 

Page 70 

Control City or the last incorporated city or village of the greatest significance, in that order of priority.  The 
bottom line control city should be the same on all successive Distance signs along the route until that city is 
reached.   

If the state expressway does not enter the corporate limits of a community, the community shall not be 
displayed on the Distance sign, but may appear on a Direction sign (D1-series) or Exit sign (E1- or E4-series) at 
the appropriate location.   

Distances to a crossroad or interchange shall include the exit ramp and shall be rounded to the nearest even 
mile.   

Distances to a community may be measured differently depending on the size of the community and how the 
state expressway passes through it.   

1. If the community is not very large and the highway serves the central business district, the distance 
should be measured to that “downtown” area and may be rounded down.   

2. If the highway does not serve the downtown, the distance may be measured to the municipal limits or 
an interchange or major crossroad within the municipal limits and may be rounded up.   

3. If the city is large, the distance may be measured to an interchange or major crossroad or municipal 
feature within the city limits.   

Distance signs should be installed downstream from rural interchanges and STH/USH intersections, following 
the J4 and R2-1 signs.  At interchanges, a Distance sign should be installed on the mainline downstream from 
the on-ramp, after the J4 and R2-1.  Where multiple interchanges serve the same community, a Distance sign 
should only be installed after the last interchange serving that community.  Where less than 3 miles exists 
between the on-ramp taper point and the next off-ramp theoretical gore, the Distance sign may be omitted. 

Specific Guidance – Freeways 
The first destination on a Distance sign on a freeway shall display either the next interchange, or the next 
incorporated community (city or village), whichever is deemed the most beneficial information for the driver.   

If used, the second line of the Distance sign may display the second interchange or a subsequent incorporated 
community served by the freeway.  Selection of the community may be guided by use of the comparative 
population and distance formula in TEOpS 2-15-5.  Selection may also be varied on successive Distance signs 
to display alternative communities served by the route.   

The bottom line of a Distance sign on a freeway shall designate a National Control City or Regional Control City 
or the last incorporated city or village of the greatest significance, in that order of priority.  The bottom line 
control city should be the same on all successive Distance signs along the route until that city is reached.   

If the freeway does not enter or pass within one mile of the corporate limits of a community, the community shall 
not be displayed on the Distance sign, but may appear on an Exit sign (E1- or E4- or E9-series) at the 
appropriate location.   

If the freeway does pass within one mile of the corporate limits of a community, the community may be 
displayed on the Distance sign, and may appear on an Exit sign (E1- or E4- or E9-series) at the appropriate 
location. 

Distances to an interchange shall include the exit ramp to the crossroad and shall be rounded to the nearest 
even mile.   

Distances to a community may be measured differently depending on the size of the community and how the 
freeway serves it.   

1. If the community is not very large and the freeway serves the central business district, the distance 
should be measured to a “downtown” interchange and may be rounded down.   

2. If the freeway does not serve the downtown, the distance may be measured to the municipal limits or a 
major interchange within the municipal limits and may be rounded up.   

3. If the city is large, the distance may be measured to a major interchange or municipal feature within the 
city limits.   

At interchanges, a Distance sign should be installed on the mainline downstream from the on-ramp, after the J4 
and R2-1.  Where multiple interchanges serve the same community, a Distance sign should only be installed 
after the last interchange serving that community.  Where less than 3 miles exists between the on-ramp taper 
point and the next off-ramp theoretical gore, the Distance sign may be omitted. 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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2-15-51 Routine Sign Replacement Criteria June 2025 
PURPOSE 

Over time the visual characteristics of signs deteriorate as a result of weather, age and ultraviolet radiation, 
resulting in reduced legibility performance day and/or night.  As a result, signs have to be changed periodically 
as part of a routine sign replacement.  There are a number of mechanisms to accomplish the replacement of 
signs on the WisDOT system.  Often questions arise as to when signs should be changed, who should change 
the signs and what criteria should be used in determining replacement.  Therefore, it is necessary to have clear, 
consistent guidelines for the routine replacement of signs on state highways. 

FEDERAL HIGHWAYS MINIMUM SIGN RETROREFLECTIVITY VALUES 
Section 2A.08 of the MUTCD requires all units of government to use an assessment or management method 
that is designed to maintain the retroreflectivity of signs at or above the levels prescribed in the MUTCD Table 
2A-3. To maintain compliance with the minimum sign retroreflectivity values in the MUTCD, WisDOT utilizes the 
following approved assessment and management methods: 

1. Blanket Replacement.  All signs in an area/corridor are replaced at specified intervals.  This commonly 
takes place during improvement projects. 

2. Expected Sign Life.  Age of the sign is tracked and the sign is replaced when it meets its expected life.  
Current WisDOT expected sign life period is 12 years. 

3. Control Signs.  Replacement of signs in the field is based on the performance of a sample of control 
signs.  The data from the control signs can provide engineering support to the Expected Sign Life 
method.  Over time the Expected Sign Life replacement cycle may be revised based on data from the 
Control Signs test deck, which is located at the Madison Sign Shop yard. 

DETAILED SIGN REPLACEMENT POLICY 

General Sign Replacement due to age/condition of sign 
1. The Department’s Traffic Operations Asset Management System (TOAMS) shall be used to track 

inventory data on signs that include manufacture date of sign, sign sheeting code and condition of sign. 

2. Sign date and sheeting code tags shall be placed on the upper right corner on the back of Type II signs 
by the sign manufacturer or contractor.  Type I signs shall have the sign date and sheeting code tag 
placed on the lower right corner on the back of the sign.  The WisDOT Bureau of Traffic Operations 
(BTO) Sign Shop provides all date and sheeting code tags to sign manufacturers and contractors. 

3. In general, signs should be replaced on a twelve-year cycle, based upon the corridor replacement 
program, established by the Bureau of Traffic Operations.   

4. In general, signs needed for let projects will not be supplied through the BTO Sign Shop.   The 
exception to this would be if there is an unexpected lack of signs by the contractor that may otherwise 
cause a delay in the completion of the project or needed for safety or operational issues.  Detailed 
guidance is given below on the sign replacement criteria for let projects. 

5. For Type II signs not installed in projects, County Highway Departments, through Traffic Maintenance 
Agreements, will handle the installation and maintenance.   

6. WisDOT shall provide all signs to the County Highway Departments. There are statewide procurement 
contracts to handle this.  Counties shall not furnish signs, other than TODS or TRANS 200 arrow 
boards that are covered by other policies. 

7. Routine Type I sign replacements, that are not part of an improvement project, are to be performed by 
the annual statewide Let Contract.   The statewide open-end signing contractor should only be used for 
knock-down repairs and replacements of Type I signs, Type I or Type II Supplemental Traffic Generator 
sign installations or for safety or operational issues where the county cannot get to the site in the 
timeframe needed. 

8. Any signs or posts that are damaged, illegible, leaning, not in proper orientation to the roadway should 
be repaired or replaced as soon as opportunities permit. 

Sign Replacement Due to Changes in Sign Standards 
1. Signs no longer meeting mounting height, size, message, letter size or sheeting material criteria may be 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02a.pdf
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replaced through the following methods: 

a. Let Project or refurbishment project in the area. 

b. Knockdown, storm or vandalism damage that would cause the sign and/or posts to be replaced. 

c. Utilization of 12-year corridor replacement plan. 

2. Examples of signs not meeting standards would include: 

a. Too low of mounting height. 

b. Too close to roadway. 

c. Wrong size sign used for roadway. 

d. Wrong letter size used on sign. 

e. Signs containing Engineer Grade sheeting. 

f. Change of Standard in the MUTCD resulting in a compliance period. 

g. Change of Signing Policy in the Traffic Engineering, Operations & Safety Manual. 

3. If there is a safety issue/concern due to a sign not conforming to standards, the sign shall be replaced 
or removed as soon as practical.  An example would be a restriction of motorist visibility due to an 
improper mounting height.    

4. Analysis of intersection crash data may be used to help determine if sign standards attributed to any 
safety issues. 

5. The methods of sign replacement should be followed as explained in the General Sign Replacement 
due to age/condition of sign part of this policy. 

Sign Replacement as part of Let Projects 
Below are guidelines that shall should be followed to help determine if replacement of signs on a let project is 
feasible. 

Type I signs 
1. Per Department policy, type I guide signs should be replaced in qualifying improvement projects.  

 
Exceptions to this policy include: 

• It is not required to replace Type I signs on non-pavement-preservation preventive maintenance 
projects (see FDM 3-5-5), and  

• It is not required to replace Type I signs on Group 3 pavement-preservation preventive 
maintenance projects (see FDM 3-5-5, work consists of milling, rut filling, seal coating, micro-
surfacing and crack filling projects) because: 

• When Group 3 pavement strategies are applied early in the pavement life cycle, most signing 
should still be in good condition. 

• The work can easily exceed 10% of the project, i.e., it would not meet the requirement for 
incidental construction. 

 
Exceptions to replacement of overhead mounted Type I guide signs can also be made if there is 
another improvement project programmed or scheduled on the same roadway segment within the next 
five years. Any signs not conforming to WisDOT and MUTCD policies shall be replaced in the 
improvement project. Any exceptions to replacement of Type I signs shall be coordinated with the 
Region Signing Engineer or Region Traffic Engineering Supervisor. 

2. Galvanized steel I-beams should only be replaced if Type I sign is not at the proper offset (30 foot 
desirable / 17.5 foot minimum from edge line to edge of sign) or if the new Type I sign is larger.  All 
corten steel I-beams and bases shall be replaced. 

3. Steel I-beams and bases that are re-used should have the base bolts replaced by utilizing bid item 
635.0300 (Sign Supports Replacing Base Connection Bolts). 

 

https://wisconsindot.gov/rdwy/fdm/fd-03-05.pdf#fd3-5-5
https://wisconsindot.gov/rdwy/fdm/fd-03-05.pdf#fd3-5-5
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Type II signs 
1. In general, per Department policy, the replacement of Type II signs will be handled through 

maintenance as part of a 12-year corridor replacement schedule.  However, there are situations that will 
require Type II signs to be placed in improvement projects that include: 

- Project is on a new alignment. 
- Projects that are installing new signs, signs that are not currently at the needed locations, e.g. 

changing intersection control or adding chevrons. 
- Updating or adding signs that were not there before, e.g. population, street name signs, 

overhead signs. 
- Placing no passing zone signs after the roadway has been re-spotted. 

2. Projects that require removal, stockpiling and re-installation of Type II signs and posts will use the bid 
items of Moving Signs Type II and Moving Small Sign Supports. 

3. Designers should include an undistributed quantity of posts (10% of existing) to account for the 
replacement of any posts that are rotted, warped, too short or get damaged during the removal/re-
installation. 

4. The designer should consult with the Region Signing Engineer or Region Sign Program Supervisor to 
confirm the use of improvement projects for the installation of Type II signs. 

 

2-15-52 Maintenance of Signs and Sign Post Designs March 2020 
PURPOSE 

This policy establishes maintenance responsibility for signs and sign post designs on state trunk highways and 
crossroads intersecting state maintained highways, either by at-grade intersections or service interchanges.  In 
addition, roundabouts often times add complexity for the responsibility of sign maintenance, especially for local 
and county roadway approaches.  DOT improvement projects often include signs that are installed on county 
highways and local roads.  Because the local unit did not install the signs, there are often questions about the 
responsibility for maintenance, and many of these signs are left to deteriorate.  On several occasions the local 
unit requests a special type of signpost to be used on state maintained highways through their community.  As a 
result, questions arise as to what type of signposts are acceptable, who would maintain the posts and potential 
liability issues.  Therefore, it is necessary to have clear, consistent guidelines for the maintenance of signing, 
and designs of signposts, on state maintained highways and at locations of local crossroads intersecting state 
maintained highways.  

SIGN MAINTENANCE POLICY 
WisDOT is responsible for maintenance of permanent signs on all state trunk highways. As part of its 
responsibility, WisDOT may contract for services to accomplish the maintenance and may require that others 
fund the costs, for example costs of supplemental traffic generator signs, as approved in TEOpS 2-15-3. 

Should WisDOT allow a local unit of government to erect or maintain any signing, a permit in the form of a letter 
shall be signed by a representative of the local unit of government and the Region’s Traffic Supervisor. 

In addition, WisDOT is responsible for maintenance of certain other permanent signs on connecting roadways, 
local streets and business highways described below.  It should be noted that this policy is not all-inclusive.   

Intersecting and Interchanging Roadways (excluding roundabouts) 
1. On local public roadways intersecting state maintained highways, WisDOT will maintain the STOP sign 

and directional assembly (J3 or J13 assembly), adjacent to the STOP sign. 

2. On county roadways intersecting state maintained highways, WisDOT will maintain the STOP sign and 
directional assembly (J3 or J13 assembly), adjacent to the STOP sign.  

3. On local and county roadway interchanges with state maintained highways, between the junction 
assembly (J1 sign) and the ramp, WisDOT will maintain the route markers and destination signs (D1 
signs), including the junction assembly. 

4. On local and county roadway interchanges with state maintained highways, between ramp to ramp, 
WisDOT will maintain all signs.  An exception to this would be a special agreement with the local unit of 
government/county or if WisDOT would not have jurisdiction of the intersecting roadway. 

5. On state and U.S. highway interchanges with state maintained highways, WisDOT will maintain all the 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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signs.  

6. All advanced signing on local and county roads that intersect state maintained highways shall be the 
responsibility of the county/local unit of government to maintain, regardless of who installed it originally. 

7. WisDOT will not maintain street name signs at the intersection. 

8. For blinker stop signs and blinker stop ahead signs, refer to the separate policy for criteria and permits. 

Roundabouts 
1. On all roundabouts with at least one WisDOT maintained approach roadway, WisDOT will maintain, at a 

minimum, the following signs: 

a. Chevron bank (R6-4b) 

b. One Way signs (R6-1R and R6-2R) 

c. Yield signs (R1-2) 

d. To Traffic From Left Plaque (R1-54) 

e. Splitter island signs (J-3 or D1 series) 

2. On state trunk highway approaches, including interchange ramps, WisDOT will maintain all signs, 
including overhead sign supports (See Figure 2). 

On county and local road approaches, in addition to the Yield sign (R1-2), To Traffic From Left Plaque 
(R1-54) and One Way sign (R6-2R), WisDOT will also maintain any overhead guide signs that have an 
Interstate, U.S. or State highway shield on them, including their associated overhead sign support(s) 
(See Figures 3A and 3B).  The county and/or local unit of government would maintain all other signs 
and associated sign structures on their approaches, including overhead regulatory lane control signs 
and the ground mounted map sign (D1-62 sign). 

3. For roundabouts on Connecting State Highways, WisDOT will maintain any overhead guide signs that 
have an Interstate, U.S. or State highway shield on them, including their associated overhead sign 
support(s).  For any overhead guide signs that exclusively contain business route signing, the local unit 
of government would maintain the sign and associated overhead sign support.  WisDOT will also 
maintain any splitter island signs that have a U.S. or State route shield (J-3 or D1 series) and any U.S. 
or State reassurance marker (J4 series).  All other signs in the roundabout on connecting highways 
shall be maintained by the local unit of government. 

4. For roundabouts with county highway and/or local road approaches, it is recommended that early in the 
design process, a Maintenance Agreement be developed.  By having the Maintenance Agreement 
developed early in the design process, the county or local unit of government will clearly have 
knowledge of what they are to maintain.   

Some particular items that should be included in the Maintenance Agreement would include: 

a. Specific signs that WisDOT would maintain and what the locals/county would maintain.  This 
would also include signposts. 

b. Specific overhead sign supports (if any), that WisDOT would maintain and what the locals would 
maintain. 

c. Recommended inspection frequencies for overhead sign supports that the locals would 
maintain. 

Connecting Highways and Local Streets  
1. On connecting highways WisDOT maintains only route markers and trailblazer assemblies, including 

overhead guide signs that contain interstate, U.S. and State route shields and their associated overhead 
sign supports or sign bridges.  For any overhead guide signs that exclusively contain business route 
signing, the local unit of government would maintain the sign and associated overhead sign support. 

2. On local streets, upon coordination with the local unit of government, WisDOT would maintain only 
those trailblazer assemblies that are installed and/or approved by WisDOT. 

Business Route Signing 
1. For business routes located on state maintained highways, WisDOT will install and maintain all route 
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markers.   

2. When business routes of state highways are marked over county highways, local streets or highways, 
WisDOT may initially install route markers, but will not be responsible for their maintenance.  The 
installation and maintenance of all other signs shall be the responsibility of the local unit of government. 

3. Expanded guidance on the usage of business route signing is included in TEOpS 2-4-19.1. 

SIGN POST DESIGN POLICY ON STATE MAINTAINED ROADWAYS 
1. On state maintained roadways, 4”x6” wood posts and 2”x2” square steel posts are typically used for 

sign posts. Municipalities may be allowed to install signs on customized posts.  The municipality shall 
pay for the cost of the customized posts. 

2. Any customized posts allowed shall be NCHRP 350 or MASH crash compliant.  The municipality shall 
provide WisDOT a copy of the certification letter from the Federal Highway Administration. 

3. A permit for non-standard sign supports shall be filled out by the municipality and signed by the 
City/Village Engineer or Director of Public Works or Official Governmental Representative and, upon 
approval, the WisDOT Region Traffic Operations Engineer.  A sample Application/Permit form is shown 
in Figure 4. 

4. Municipalities may be allowed to paint the posts a neutral color that does not detract from the face of the 
sign.  Acceptable neutral colors are black, brown or dark green. 

5. Red, white and orange colors shall not be used for signposts.  A yellow color may only be used if the 
color is to mark a truck route.  The municipality shall be required to have a local ordinance in place 
before painting the posts. 

6. For any painted sign posts requiring replacement by WisDOT, the municipality will be responsible for re-
painting signposts.  Any customized signposts requiring immediate replacement by WisDOT will be 
replaced with 2”x2” square steel posts or 4”x6” wood posts.  The municipality may later replace the DOT 
installed post with a NCHRP 350 or MASH crash compliant customized post at their cost. 

7. Municipalities shall not paint the backside of the signs. 

8. Signs installed on customized sign posts shall meet WisDOT/MUTCD design and size standards.  
WisDOT shall provide the municipality with all state-owned signs to be installed on customized sign 
posts.  WisDOT may require the municipality to replace signs due to age or damage of signs or changes 
to sign design standards.  WisDOT reserves the right to replace existing signs on customized posts 
owned by the municipality. 

9. Sign installation and placement shall be to WisDOT standards.  See Standard Sign Plates A4-3 and 
A4-4 for sign mounting height and lateral offset.  

10. Existing customized posts on state maintained highways which are not NCHRP 350 or MASH crash 
compliant shall be replaced immediately with 2”x2” square steel posts, or 4”x6” wood posts.  The 
municipality may later replace the DOT installed post with a NCHRP 350 or MASH crash compliant 
customized post at their cost. 

11. Wood 4”x6” posts shall have 1 ½” diameter breakaway holes drilled into the 6-inch face of the post, 
(see figure 1).  Breakaway holes are not required in 4”x6” wood posts if the post is mounted behind 
beam guard or concrete barrier. 

 
  

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
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Figure 1. Interchange Roundabout 

 
Figure 2A. County Highway / State Highway Roundabout 

(Signing for local roads is the same as County Highway signing) 
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Figure 2B. County Highway / State Highway Roundabout 

(Signing for local roads is the same as County Highway signing) 
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Figure 3. Custom Sign/Post Installation Permit 
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2-15-53 New Bypass Signing January 2007 
PURPOSE 
Quite often, a highway bypass is constructed to divert traffic around a community, thus reducing traffic 
congestion and increasing traffic safety within the community.  However, bypasses have the potential to 
experience more crashes than expected when designed, due primarily to several human factors issues. Even 
when designed to the proper geometrics, drivers may not be mentally prepared for the increased speed of traffic 
on the bypass and the quick decisions that need to be made, as a result of the increased speed.  This has led to 
several angle type collisions, primarily at intersections. 

In February 2006, FHWA prepared a report for WisDOT that outlines several enhancements that should be 
made to increase safety at bypasses.  Several of these enhancements include signing improvements. This 
policy provides requirements and guidance to the proper usage of signs for new bypasses on state maintained 
highways.  

DEFINITIONS 
Freeways are defined as divided highways with fully controlled access at interchanges only.  Interstate 
Highways are freeways with the interstate route designation.   

Expressways are defined as divided highways with partially controlled access by a combination of interchanges, 
at-grade intersections, and driveways.   

Conventional Highways are defined as streets or roads other than freeways or expressways.  They may be 
divided or undivided, two-lane or multi-lane, and access is available at intersections and driveways. 

A Bypass is defined as a new route that diverts traffic around a community and re-connects to the existing 
routes on the outskirts of the community (See Figure 1).  

POLICY 

Sign Sizes 
1. For all bypasses, regulatory, warning and school signs shall be minimum size code 3. 

2. Route assemblies should be minimum size code 2 for conventional highways and minimum size code 3 
for four lane divided and expressway bypasses. 

3. Advance crossroad name signs (M1-94 sign) shall be size code 3 (8” upper case / 6” lower case) for all 
conventional highway bypasses 45 mph and higher and all four lane and expressway bypasses.   
Advance crossroad name signs (M1-94 sign) may be size code 2 (6” upper case / 4 ½” lower case) for 
conventional highway bypasses, less than 45 mph. 

Regulatory Sign Installations 
1. Double up STOP signs (R1-1 signs) at all side roads (right and left signs).  200’ minimum of centerline 

on the side road shall be used. 

2. STOP signs (R1-1 signs) shall be installed in the pork chop islands or in the median island. 

3. For median widths greater than 40’ (measured from median edge of travel lane to median edge of travel 
lane), STOP (R1-1 signs) or Yield (R1-2 signs) signs should be installed as appropriate at the second 
crossroad intersection (in the median) of a four-lane bypass.  Typically for median widths 30’ or less, the 
Yield sign is used in the median to discourage any long trucks from hanging over into the adjacent travel 
lanes. 

4. Cross Traffic Does Not Stop signs (R1-52C sign) shall be installed below all STOP signs (R1-1 sign) on 
both two lane and four lane bypasses.  For four lane bypasses, the Cross Traffic Does Not Stop sign 
(R1-52C sign) should be placed below the Divided Highway sign (R6-3 or R6-3a sign). 

5. The One-Way sign (R6-1 sign) shall be used for all divided bypasses.  The R6-1 One-Way signs shall 
be placed above the STOP sign (R1-1 sign).  Refer to TEOpS 2-15-12 (Wrong-Way Prevention) for 
additional criteria on Wrong Way signing. 

6. Temporary orange warning flags may be added to all STOP signs (R1-1 sign).  The flags should remain 
in place until the end of their useful life. 

7. The Divided Highway Now Open – Use Proper Lane sign (R3-57 sign) should be installed 300–500 feet 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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in advance of the intersection on side roads for divided highway bypasses.  The sign shall remain in 
place for up to a year and then removed. 

Warning Sign Installations 
1. Supplemental roadway name plaques below the crossroad warning signs (W2-1 and W2-2 signs) shall 

not be used.  The crossroad warning sign and advanced crossroad name sign shall be on separate 
installations and spaced properly. 

2. Crossroad warning signs may be installed at mainline intersections, regardless of sight distance issues. 

3. STOP Ahead or Signal Ahead signs shall be used on all side roads, regardless of sight distance. STOP 
Ahead or Signal Ahead signs may be doubled up. 

4. Temporary orange warning flags may be added to all STOP Ahead signs and Signal Ahead signs.  The 
flags should remain in place until the end of their useful life. 

5. The Two-Way Traffic warning sign (W6-3 sign) shall be used if a two-lane bypass is graded or paved 
for a four-lane capacity that could make it appear like a four lane highway.  The Two-Way Traffic 
warning sign (W6-3 sign) should be placed after major intersecting side roads or at least at two mile 
intervals and should not be doubled up. 

Figure 1. Sample of New Bypass Highway 
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2-15-55 Signing for Restricted Crossing U-Turns (RCUTs) May 2023 
BACKGROUND 

The usage of the Restricted Crossing U-Turn (RCUT), formerly referred to as a “J” turn intersection, has been a 
low cost intersection safety improvement method that was introduced in the early 1980’s.  A characterization of 
a RCUT intersection is the prohibition of left turn and through movements from side street approaches.  Instead, 
these side street movements are accommodated by requiring drivers to make a right turn onto the main 
highway, and then make a U-turn at a median opening downstream. Left turns from the main roadway onto the 
sideroad may be allowed to remain at the existing sideroad intersection, or, in the case of a full median closure, 
may be executed by making a U-turn at the downstream median opening and then turning right onto the 
sideroad. 

The Federal Highway Administration has indicated several advantages in the RCUT concept over grade-
separated interchanges and at-grade intersections.  Some of these advantages include increased safety, better 
operational issues, lower construction costs and less right-of-way impacts.  Other states that have implemented 
the RCUT concept have seen significant safety benefits by eliminating the “far side” right angle crash. 

PURPOSE 

Currently the Federal MUTCD does not contain guidance on the signing of RCUT intersections.   As the 
construction of RCUT intersections increases, it is critical to have a consistent signing practice for motorist 
expectations.  The signing can be accomplished utilizing traditional regulatory, warning and guide signs outlines 
in the MUTCD. 

Below are guidelines that should be followed for the signing of RCUT intersections: 

GUIDELINES 
The attached typical signing plans should be sufficient for most intersections of this type. The choice of using J-
Panels only or a combination of J-Panels and diagrammatic signs is left to regional preference. 

1. For routes that are not numbered or lettered, advance crossroad name signs shall be used. 

2. On divided roadways with posted speeds of 45 mph or greater or inadequate sight distance, advanced 
warning signs WATCH FOR TURNING VEHICLES NEXT ½ MILE may be used as a warning to 
motorists for turning traffic.  

3. TEOpS 2-15-12 shall be followed for placement of Wrong Way signing. 

Figure 1a. Diagrammatic RCUT Signing 

 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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Figure 1b. Diagrammatic RCUT Signing 

 
Figure 1c. Diagrammatic RCUT Signing 
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Figure 2. CTH-STH RCUT Signing Using J-Panels Only 

 
 

Figure 3a. Local-STH RCUT Signing Using J-Panels Only 
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Figure 3b. Local-STH RCUT Signing Using J-Panels Only 

 
 

2-15-56 Signing for Diverging Diamond Interchanges January 2015 
BACKGROUND 

The usage of the Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) is a relatively new development in highway design in the 
United States.  DDIs allow free-flow left turns from the crossroad to the freeway on-ramps.  This is accomplished 
by crossing traffic on the crossroad from the right-hand side to the left-hand side through the interchange area. 

Several advantages in the DDI concept over traditional diamond interchanges include increased safety, 
increased capacity of left turn movements, and less right-of-way impacts. 

PURPOSE 
Currently the Federal MUTCD does not contain guidance on the signing of DDIs.   As the construction of DDIs 
increases, it is critical to have a consistent signing practice for motorist expectations.  The signing can be 
accomplished utilizing traditional regulatory, warning and guide signs outlined in the MUTCD. 

Below are guidelines that should be followed for the signing of DDIs: 

GUIDELINES 

The attached typical signing plans should be sufficient for most interchanges of this type.  Figure 1 shows a DDI 
with the crossroad over the freeway, and Figure 2 shows a DDI with the freeway over the crossroad.  

Field review of signing is critical before opening the DDI to traffic.  Signing should be adjusted to ensure that 
wrong way prevention signs (Do Not Enter, No Left/Right/U-turns) are positioned to minimize the possibility of 
confusion for drivers. 

Single-lane Crossroad Approach to DDI 

1. The double reverse curve warning sign (W24-1) should be used on all approaches to DDIs.  The W24-1 
sign shall be used on approaches to DDIs with safe operating speed less than posted/statutory speed 
of the roadway. 

2. R3-50A signs should be installed above all through lanes on the signal mast arms within the DDI.  

3. TEOpS 2-15-12 shall be followed for placement of Wrong Way signing.  Sign plate R3-4R (reverse no 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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U-turn) has been developed for use at the signals within the DDI. 

4. TEOpS 2-4-44 should be followed for placement of guide signs. 

Mulit-Lane Crossroad Approach to DDI  

1. The double reverse curve warning sign (W24-1L) should be used on all approaches to DDIs.  The W24-
1L with an advisory speed sign (W13-1P) shall be used on approaches to DDIs with safe operating 
speed 10 mph or more less than posted/statutory speed of the roadway.  When a W24-1 is used, an 
appropriate supplementary plaque (“All Lanes”, “Left 2 Lanes”, etc.) shall be placed below the W24-1L. 

2. R3-50A signs shall be installed above all through lanes on the signal mast arms within the DDI.  

3. TEOpS 2-15-12 shall be followed for placement of Wrong Way signing.  Sign plate R3-4R (reverse no 
U-turn) has been developed for use at the signals within the DDI. 

4. Approaching the DDI, advance overhead lane selection guide signs (E6 series) shall be used. 

5. For DDIs with the crossroad over the freeway, J2 and D1-7x series signs should be used within the DDI.  
For DDIs with the freeway over the crossroad, overhead guide signs shall be used in place of the J2 
series signs. 

6. If overhead guide signs are used within the DDI, D1 or J3 series signs may be used at the on-ramp 
terminal within the DDI. 

Figure 1. 

 
  

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf
https://dot-auth-prod.wi.gov/dtsdManuals/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FdtsdManuals%2Ftraffic%2Dops%2Fmanuals%2Dand%2Dstandards%2Fwmutcd&FolderCTID=0x01200007CBF4DB74D8CD498AA2D3328BE3C7E1&View=%7B390935AC%2DC46B%2D4536%2DBCDE%2D7D9BD0974901%7Dhttp://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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Figure 1. Continued 

 
 

Figure 1. Continued 
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Figure 2. 

 
 

Figure 2. Continued 
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Figure 2. Continued 

 
 
 
 

2-15-58 Specific Information Signs February 2021 
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide consistent statewide direction for the permitted use of Specific 
Information Signs under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter Trans 200.06 and Wisconsin Statute 86.195. 

The Specific Information Signs (SIS) have the business’s logos on blue signs. These shall only be permitted on 
SIS highways.  

DEFINITIONS 
SIS Highway: SIS Highway may be a major highway, interstate, freeway, or expressway and are approved by 
the state legislature. In Trans 200.03, Chapter 86.195 contains all SIS approved highways.  
(https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/86/195/2)  

POLICY 

In addition, the following DOT qualifying considerations shall be met. 

Gasoline 

1. Businesses shall be open a minimum of 16 hours per day, seven days a week for freeways and 
expressways. 

2. Businesses shall be open a minimum of 12 hours per day, seven days a week for other highways. 

3. Businesses shall provide a restroom, drinking water, and a public telephone. 

4. Businesses shall provide vehicle services including fuel, oil and water.  

5. Businesses shall be within three miles of the exit. If there are no businesses in the same category 
within three miles of the exit, the maximum distance may be extended to 15 miles.  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.195
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/86/195/2
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Food 

1. Businesses shall be open five days per week from at least 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

2. Businesses shall have licensing and approval where required. 

3. Businesses shall have at least 50 percent of gross receipts from food and non-alcoholic beverages.  

4. Businesses shall provide restrooms and a public telephone. 

5. Businesses shall be within three miles of the exit. If there are no businesses in the same category 
within three miles of the exit, the maximum distance may be extended to 15 miles. 

Lodging 

1. Businesses shall have licensing and approval where required. 

2. Businesses shall have adequate sleeping accommodations. 

3. Businesses shall provide restrooms and a public telephone.  

4. Businesses shall be within three miles of the exit. If there are no businesses in the same category 
within three miles of the exit, the maximum distance may be extended to 15 miles. 

Camping 

1. Businesses shall have licensing and approval where required.  

2. Businesses shall have restrooms, drinking water, and a public telephone. 

3. Businesses shall have adequate parking accommodations.  

4. Businesses shall be within three miles of the exit. If there are no businesses in the category within three 
miles of the exit, the maximum distance may be extended to 15 miles. 

Tourist Attractions 

1. The primary purpose shall be to provide amusement, historical, cultural, or leisure activities to the 
public.  

2. Businesses shall have regional significance and adequate parking accommodations.  

3. Businesses shall be within 30 miles of the exit. 

4. Businesses shall be open a minimum of 8 hours per day, 5 days per week, for at least 3 consecutive 
months. 

5. Applications shall be sent to BTO and forwarded onto the Advisory Council for approval. 

Installation of Specific Information Signs 
Contact Interstate Logos for an application.  
4918 Triangle St. 
McFarland, WI 53558 
(844) 496-9163 or (608) 579-1570 
www.wisconsin.interstatelogos.com 

Improvement Projects 
• Site Plans shall be requested from Wisconsin Logos (see attached example below). 
• Project contractors shall not perform work on SIS signs. 
• STSP 638-010 shall be included in projects with SIS signs.  

http://www.wisconsin.interstatelogos.com/
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The flow chart below describes the application process to obtain a SIS sign.  

 
 

2-15-59 Tourist Oriented Directional Signs March 2023 
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide consistent statewide direction for the permitted use of Tourist Oriented 
Directional Signs under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter Trans 200.08 and the Wisconsin Statute 
86.196. 

The Tourist Oriented Directional Signs (TODS) are white on blue signs. They are not permitted on SIS-
designated highways, at the intersection of two state roadways, or inside federal urban areas. 

The application/permit form DT1864 incorporates Trans 200.08 and Statute 86.196 and specifies complete 
guidance on the use of these signs.   

DEFINITIONS 
SIS Highway: Specific Information Sign highways can be found in TEOpS 2-15-58. 

Federal Urban Area: Federal urban areas are defined as “Urban Federal Aid Systems” with populations of 
5,000-49,000. 

Urban Areas: Urban areas are defined as urban boundaries with populations of 50,000 or greater.  

GUIDANCE 
The following businesses are qualified for a TODS sign under the gas, food, lodging, or camping categories.  

Bed and Breakfast Campground 
Hotel Motel 
RV Park Resort 
Restaurant Service Station 
Coffee Shops  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.196
http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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The following table provides a list of facilities which, if open and available to the public, may be eligible for a 
TODS attraction sign.   

American Indian Craft Amusement Park 
Antique Shop Art Gallery 
Bait and Tackle Shop Beach (privately owned) 
Bicycle Rental Boat Tour 
Boat/Canoe Rental Brewery (with tours) 
Candy Store (Primary Business) Cave (with tours0 
Cheese Factory Shop (Primary Business) Farm Tour 
Ferry Fish Farm 
Game Farm (open to Public) Golf Course 
Hot Air Balloon Rides Museum 
Orchard Park 
Petting Zoo Pick-Your-Own Fruits and Vegetables 
Rafting/Tubing Business Sausage Factory Shop (primary business) 
Ski Resort/Hill Stable 
Tree Nursery Wildlife Refuge 
Winery (with tour) Zoo 
Botanical Gardens Fairgrounds 
Water Park Casino/Bingo 

The following table proves a list of facilities which are not eligible for TODS attraction signs.  
Tennis Court Fireworks 
Book Store Go-Kart Track 
Taxidermy Shop Grotto 
Car Rental Health Club 
Swimming Pool/Natatorium Hobby Shop 
Civic Center Ice Rink/Arena 
Conservation Area  Movie Theater 
Outlet Mall Religious Shrine 
Sports Arena/Stadium  

POLICY 
TODS signs are intended for use in rural or outlying urban areas.  They shall not be installed at intersections 
inside Federal Urban or Urban Area boundaries, or for businesses located inside Federal Urban or Urban Area 
boundaries. 

 In addition, the following DOT qualifying considerations shall be met. 

1. Name changes shall require cancellation of the old sign and issuance of a new permit.   

2. Only the name of the facility and mileage shall be allowed on the signs.  Additional sign features, such 
as vacancy, hours of operation or products offered shall not be allowed on the sign or on an attached 
plaque or board.   

3. If a conventional highway facility qualifies for signs in more than one category (TODS, SIS, Trans 200 
Guidance or Supplemental Guide sign), only one category will be allowed in each direction.      

4. If outdoor advertising signs for the facility are within 1,000 feet of the intersection or entrance, guidance 
signs shall not be permitted.   

5. Businesses shall be within five miles of the intersection and have direct access to the State or U.S. 
Highway. If the business is not located directly on the crossroad off the State or U.S. Highway, 
additional supplemental signs may be required. 

6. Businesses shall have no illegal outdoor advertising signs.  

Category specific information: 

Gasoline 

1. Businesses shall have fuel, oil, and water available. 

2. Businesses shall be open a minimum of twelve hours per day, seven days a week if located on a 
conventional roadway. Businesses located on an expressway shall be open a minimum of sixteen 
hours per day, seven days a week. 

3. Businesses shall provide a restroom, drinking water, and a public telephone. 
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Food 

1. Businesses shall have licensing or approval, where required. 

2. Businesses shall be open five days per week from at least 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

3. Businesses shall have at least 50 percent of gross receipts from food and non-alcoholic beverages. 

4. Businesses shall provide a restroom, drinking water, and a public telephone 

Lodging 

1. Businesses shall have licensing or approval, where required. 

2. Businesses shall have adequate sleeping accommodations. 

3. Businesses shall have parking accommodations. 

4. Businesses shall provide restrooms, drinking water, and a public telephone. 

Camping 

1. Businesses shall have licensing or approval, where required. 

2. Businesses shall have adequate parking accommodations. 

3. Businesses shall provide restrooms, drinking water, and a public telephone. 

Tourist Attractions 

1. Businesses shall have licensing or approval, where required. 

2. Businesses shall be open at least eight hours per day, five days a week for at least three consecutive 
months.  

3. Businesses shall provide restrooms and drinking water 

4. Businesses shall have significant interest to the traveling public, as approved by the Advisory Council. 

Figure 1. Standard Plate for TODS signs 
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As shown on Figure 1 of the Standard Sign Plate E10-82, the sign message shall consist of 4 or 6 inch white 
lettering on type H reflective blue background. Letter sizes and spacing shall conform to the standards in the 
FHWA Standard Highway Signs manual.  Overall sign sizes used shall conform to the dimensions as shown on 
the Standard Sign Plate E10-82. Base material is aluminum, with rounded corners. A half inch white border with 
a 1 ½” radius shall be placed around the sign.  

The WisDOT Region office reserves the right to remove non-conforming signs from the highway right-of-way.  
The owner may contact the WisDOT Region office to pick up any signs that have been removed.  Upon pickup 
of the removed signs, the sign owner shall be responsible for sign removal costs. 

Installation of Tourist Oriented Directional Signs by Counties 
1. Businesses shall drop off or submit a completed DT1864 form with a check payable to the county for 

the $100/sign for administration fee. If approved, businesses are required to pay the administration fee 
every 5 years based on the installation date.  

2. All applications shall be forwarded to Casey Amans (casey.amans@dot.wi.gov) to verify the location is 
outside federal urban area boundaries.  

3. Once approved, the business may have the sign manufactured from one of the businesses on the 
Qualified Manufacturer list. Signs shall be made to state standards. 

4. The business shall bring in the sign(s), along with a check for $250 per sign payable to the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation for the installation fees. These checks should be sent to: Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation, attn: Casey Amans, 3609 Pierstorff St. Madison, WI 53704.  

5. Signs shall be mounted on 4” x 6” treated posts.  

6. For removal and/or installation of signs on existing posts, the removal/installation fees are $100 per 
sign. Checks should be sent to: Wisconsin Department of Transportation, attn: Casey Amans, 3609 
Pierstorff St. Madison, WI 53704. 

7. All county costs for TODS repairs and installations shall be charged to the 0080-02-53 project ID. The 
county should ensure the business submits the appropriate repair/installation fees due to WisDOT. 

8. The county should only repair damaged TODS when directed to do so by the sign owner. Every repair 
requires the business to cover the appropriate costs. If the business elects not to repair the sign, the 
county may remove it. If the business wants their sign(s), removal fees would apply. 

9. Any existing white arrow boards for the business shall be removed before a TODS sign is installed 

The application process for a TODS sign is shown below in the Figure 2. 

Figure 2. TODS Application Process 

 

http://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/dt1864.pdf
mailto:casey.amans@dot.wi.gov
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2-15-60 Trans 200 Guidance Signing (White Arrow Boards) February 2021 
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide consistent statewide direction for the permitted use of guidance signs 
under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter Trans 200. 

These narrow horizontal signs are only permitted on conventional state highways or expressway approaches to 
at-grade intersections. As prescribed in subsection Trans 200.03, these signs may be permitted to direct to: 

• resorts, 
• hotels, 
• places of public entertainment or instruction, 
• any place of religious worship, 
• any county institution,  
• any scientific experiment location for the furtherance of agriculture or other science or art. 

The term “entertainment” in this case does not include nightclubs, taverns, or similar establishments.  

Trans 200.03, this policy, and the Application/Permit Form DT1903 specify complete guidance on the use of 
these signs.   

DEFINITIONS 
Freeways are defined as divided highways with fully controlled access at interchanges only.  Interstate 
Highways are freeways with the interstate route designation.   

Expressways are defined as divided highways with partially controlled access by a combination of interchanges, 
at-grade intersections, and driveways.   

Conventional Highways are defined as streets or roads other than freeways or expressways.  They may be 
divided or undivided, two-lane or multi-lane, and access is available at intersections and driveways.   

GUIDANCE 
The following table provides a list of facilities which, if open and available to the public, may be eligible for a 
White Arrow Board permit.   

MAY BE ELIGIBLE 
TYPE OF FACILITY QUALIFYING CONSIDERATIONS 
Agricultural experiment  
Animal shelters May be permitted for County Institutions only. 
Athletic fields, facilities May be permitted for facilities that do not qualify for supplemental signing, 

and community wayfinder signing is not available. 
Aviation Flight School  
Cabins, Cottages For rental periods less than 30 days 
Camps, religious or youth  
Campgrounds, RV Parks Privately owned with rental periods less than 30 days. 
Churches  
Condominiums Only if part of a resort, for rental periods less than 30 days 
Convention Center May be permitted for facilities that do not qualify for supplemental signing, 

and community wayfinder signing is not available. 
Country Clubs Only when open to the public 
County Healthcare Facilities  
Cruises, Boat  
Environmental Center  
Event Centers May be permitted if open to the public and for multi-purpose use, 

including weddings, community gatherings, conferences, etc. Venues that 
offer wedding services only should not be permitted. 

Exhibition, Exposition Center May be permitted for facilities that do not qualify for supplemental signing, 
and community wayfinder signing is not available.   

Golf Courses Only when open to the public 
Horseback Riding Only when open to the public 
Hotel, Motel, Bed & Breakfast May be permitted as a substitute for “Lodging” category where SIS or 

TODS is not permitted.   
Humane Society Shelter May be permitted for County Institutions only. 
Libraries  
Marinas  
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Museums and historic sites May be permitted for facilities that do not qualify for supplemental signing, 
and community wayfinder signing is not available.   

Recreational facilities Facilities open to the public for recreational activities including ATV parks; 
amusement parks; archery ranges; boat, kayak or canoe launches, tours 
or rental facilities; bowling alleys; casinos; caves; concert venues; curling 
venues; disc golf courses, fishing piers; go-cart tracks, hanggliding; 
horseshoe facilities; ice skating rinks; paintball facilities; playgrounds; 
riding stables; rock climbing; shooting ranges; skate parks; skydiving 
facilities; sledding hills; splash parks; swimming pools; tour providers 
(airplane helicopter, tram, boat, walking); volleyball courts; waterski or 
wake board shows; waterparks. 

Religious Worship Facilities  
Research Facilities  
Resorts For rental periods less than 30 days 
Restaurants, Supper Clubs May be permitted as a substitute for “Food” category where SIS or TODS 

is not permitted.   
Schools  
Scientific Experiments  
Seminaries Only if it contains a public place of worship. 
Shooting Ranges, Gun Clubs Gun clubs shall be open to the public as shooting ranges.  See types of 

shooting ranges under Qualifying Considerations for Recreational 
Facilities.  

Theaters Live entertainment only 
Trails - Recreation, Nature, Skiing, Biking, 
Hiking, Snowshoeing, Snowmobiling, ATV or 
other vehicle trails 

Directing to trailhead access with parking.   

Train rides May be permitted as a substitute for “Attractions” category where SIS or 
TODS is not permitted.   

Wildlife Refuges To instructional centers only 
Zoo May be permitted for facilities that do not qualify for supplemental signing, 

and community wayfinder signing is not available.   

The following table provides a list of facilities which are not eligible for a White Arrow Board permit.  As a 
general class, all retail or wholesale sales or service establishments shall not be approved for White Arrow 
Board. 

NOT ELIGIBLE 
Agricultural Farms Berry Patches Cranberry Marshes Tree Farms 
 Tree, Plant Nurseries Produce Stands Greenhouses 
Air Traffic Control  
Animal Hospitals  
Animal Ranches Game Farms  
Apartments Buildings Complexes 
Artists Art Dealers Artist Studios 
Auto Repair Auto Body Repair  
Barber, Beauty Shops  
Builders, Contractors Carpenters Electricians Landscapers 
 Painters Plumbers Tree Service 
Bus Terminals  
Cemeteries   (see TEOpS 2-15-3 & 2-15-20  

re: Veterans Cemeteries) 
Clinics  
Crafts supplies, outlets  
Dance Halls  
Factories  
Freight Terminals  
Government Offices    
Halfway Houses  
Health Clubs  
Highway Departments Maintenance Facilities  
Historic Neighborhoods  
Hospitals  
Jails  
Kennels  
Lakes Landings  

https://dot-auth-prod.wi.gov/dtsdManuals/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FdtsdManuals%2Ftraffic%2Dops%2Fmanuals%2Dand%2Dstandards%2Fwmutcd&FolderCTID=0x01200007CBF4DB74D8CD498AA2D3328BE3C7E1&View=%7B390935AC%2DC46B%2D4536%2DBCDE%2D7D9BD0974901%7Dhttp://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
https://dot-auth-prod.wi.gov/dtsdManuals/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FdtsdManuals%2Ftraffic%2Dops%2Fmanuals%2Dand%2Dstandards%2Fwmutcd&FolderCTID=0x01200007CBF4DB74D8CD498AA2D3328BE3C7E1&View=%7B390935AC%2DC46B%2D4536%2DBCDE%2D7D9BD0974901%7Dhttp://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-15.pdf
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Malls, Shopping Centers  
Mental Health Facilities (except County)  
Mobile Home Parks  
Movie Theaters  
Nursing Homes, Assisted Living, Private  
Office Buildings  
Pharmacies  
Post Offices  
Power Plants Utilities  
Private Clubs  
Realtors  
Recycling Station  
Rehabilitation Centers (except County)  
Residences  
Retirement Facilities (except County)  
Sales, Retail or Wholesale Antique Dealers Auto Dealerships 
 Bait & Tackle Shops Grocery Stores Hardware Stores 
 Home Furnishings Home Improvements Liquor Stores 
 Lumber Dealers Materials Suppliers Mobile Home Sales 
Storage Units  
Subdivisions  
Taverns Bars Pubs Taps 
Taxidermists  
TV & Radio Stations  
UW Extension Offices  
Veterans Memorials  

POLICY 
White Arrow Boards are intended for use in rural or outlying urban areas.  They should not be installed in dense 
urban areas due to sidewalks, terraces, and right of way constraints. 

In addition, the following DOT qualifying considerations shall be met.   

1. The facility shall be open to the public.   

2. Lodging facilities shall have three or more units that shall be available for less than 30-day rental 
periods.   

3. Signs may only be permitted on the state highway(s) nearest the facility:  
a. Directing to the facility’s entrance off the state highway, or  
b. Directing to the facility’s entrance on a local or county road.   

 Signs directing to facilities beyond other state, US, or Interstate highways shall not be permitted.   

4. Guidance signing shall not be permitted on the right of way at the entrance to a facility if there is 
sufficient sight distance in which to identify the activity, facility or other type of signing at the entrance.  
This applies both to businesses that front the roadway and also to those not fronting the roadway, but 
are visible from the roadway.  Minimum visibility distances, based on the posted speed, are found in the 
following table from MUTCD Section 2C.36. 

5. Businesses shall have the appropriate operating licenses to receive, maintain, or renew a permit.   

6. Name changes shall require cancellation of the old and issuance of a new permit.   

7. Only the name of the facility shall be allowed for guidance.  Additional sign features, such as vacancy, 
hours of operation or products offered shall not be allowed on the sign or on an attached plaque or 
board. 

Posted Speed Minimum Visibility Distance 
25 mph 280 ft 
30 mph 335 ft 
35 mph 390 ft 
40 mph 445 ft 
45 mph 500 ft 
50 mph 555 ft 
55 mph 610 ft 
60 mph 665 ft 
65 mph 720 ft 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/mutcd-ch02c.pdf
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8. If a conventional highway facility qualifies for signs in more than one category (TODS, SIS, White Arrow 
Boards or Supplemental Guide sign), only one category will be allowed.  In this case, the White Arrow 
Boards should be discouraged because it is not retroreflective. 

9. If outdoor advertising signs for the facility are within 1,000 feet of the intersection or entrance, guidance 
signs shall not be permitted.   

10. No more than one arrow board for a facility shall be permitted on a state highway in each direction.   

11. Guidance sign assemblies shall be limited to a maximum of six arrow boards. Signs utilizing the 
Standard Sign Plate E10-83A alternate two-line design should count as two.   

12. There may be a maximum of two guidance sign assemblies per intersection approach in the same 
direction.   

As shown on Figure 1 of the DT1903 form and on the Standard Sign Plate E10-83, the sign shall be a non-
reflective white arrow, on a non-reflective black rectangular background with rounded corners, consisting of 4 ½ 
inch black block lettering. Base material is aluminum. Letter sizes and spacing shall conform to the standards in 
the FHWA Standard Highway sign manual. Overall sign sizes used shall conform to the dimensions as shown 
on Figure 1 of the DT1903 form. 

An alternate two-line design, as shown on Standard Sign Plate E10-83A, is available for facilities requiring 
additional lettering. If the alternate two-line design is utilized, the sign shall be for a single facility only and shall 
otherwise conform to the same standards as the E10-83 design. When approved for use, the WisDOT Region 
should provide the facility the E10-83A standard sign plate for manufacturing purposes. In most scenarios, the 
standard E10-83 design should be preferred. 

The WisDOT Region office reserves the right to remove non-conforming signs from the highway right-of-way.  
The owner may contact the WisDOT Region office to pick up any signs that have been removed.  Upon pickup 
of the removed signs, the sign owner shall be responsible for sign removal costs. 

Upon approval as a qualifying facility, the region may issue the permit Form DT1903, “AUTHORITY TO ERECT 
DIRECTIONAL SIGNS ON THE STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM APPLICATION”.  There is no permit fee.  
Installation shall be by the requestor’s choice of a WisDOT approved signing contractor or county signing crew 
in accordance with Department signing standards as detailed on Figure 2 of the DT1903 form.  All costs of sign 
manufacturing, installation, maintenance, and modification of assemblies shall be the responsibility of the 
requestor(s). 

Installation of White Arrow Board Signing by Counties 
1. Upon approval, the permittee will be provided a list of qualified manufacturers that they may contact to 

make the signs. All manufacturing costs are the responsibility of the approved business. In addition to 
the qualified manufacturers, the permittee may also contact the county to inquire about manufacturing 
the signs (some counties will offer that service). If the county makes the signs, the county should invoice 
the approved business for the manufacturing costs. 

2. Installation costs shall be $250 per sign if new posts are needed. All signs shall be installed on 4x6 
treated wood posts. For removal and/or installation of signs on existing posts, the removal/installation 
fee shall be $100 per sign. 

3. The permittee shall provide a check for installation fees payable to: Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation, and it should be sent to Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Attn: Casey Amans, 
3609 Pierstorff St, Madison, WI 53704. The permittee should be advised to either drop the check off at 
the county or WisDOT Regional offices, who will forward the check to the department, or mail it directly 
to the above address. 

4. The county should only repair damaged white arrow boards when directed to do so by the sign owner. 
Every repair or replacement requires the permittee to cover the associated installation costs (see costs 
in step #2). 

5. The county shall charge their costs to install or repair white arrow boards to Project ID: 0080-02-63. The 
county should ensure that the business submits the appropriate repair/installation fees due to WisDOT. 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 103 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 104 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 105 

 
 

 
  



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 106 

The flow chart below describes the application process for a White Arrow Board. 

 
 

2-15-61 Signing and Marking Maintenance of Roadside Facilities February 2017 
PURPOSE 

In addition to the roadways maintained by the Department, there are several types of ancillary facilities that are 
either constructed or maintained by the Department.  This includes rest areas, SWEFs, waysides, park & ride 
lots, etc.  These facilities may be maintained either by the Department, or by county or municipal forces via 
signed agreements.  In the past, the maintenance of signs and pavement markings for these facilities has been 
inconsistent, due to lack of guidance as to how they should be maintained.  This policy will clarify which signs 
and pavement markings are to be maintained by the Department, and how this maintenance shall be funded. 

POLICY 
Rest Areas 

All rest area signing and pavement marking shall be maintained by the Department. All signs along the mainline 
highway shall be paid for either under the standard county RMA Project ID (00XX-01-65) or the appropriate 
improvement project.  In addition, all signing along the exit ramp, up to and including the R8-74 (Cars, Trucks, 
Trailers, etc.) sign, and all signs along the entrance ramp beginning with the R1-2 (Yield) sign, shall also be 
paid for either under the standard county RMA Project ID or the appropriate improvement project. These signs 
shall be replaced as part of the normal sign replacement cycle. 

All sign and pavement marking replacement within the rest area, between the R8-74 sign and the R1-2 sign, 
shall be paid for under the Rest Area maintenance Project ID, which will be provided by the Bureau of Highway 
Maintenance.  These signs and pavement markings shall be maintained by the department, and should be 
replaced on the normal replacement cycle. The Region shall coordinate with BHM before replacing any signs or 
pavement markings within rest areas. 

Waysides 

All wayside signing and pavement marking shall be maintained by the Department. All signs along the mainline 
highway shall be paid for either under the standard county RMA Project ID or the appropriate improvement 
project. This includes any regulatory signs (R1-1, R5-1, R6-2, etc.) located at the wayside driveway. These 
signs shall be replaced as part of the normal sign replacement cycle. 

All sign and pavement marking replacement within the wayside shall be paid for under the Wayside 
maintenance Project ID, which will be provided by the Bureau of Highway Maintenance. These signs and 
pavement markings shall be maintained by the department and should be replaced on the normal replacement 
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cycle. The Region shall coordinate with BHM before replacing any signs or pavement markings. 

SWEFs (Safety and Weight Enforcement Facilities) 

All SWEF signing shall be maintained by the Department.  All signs and pavement markings along the mainline 
highway shall be paid for either under the standard county RMA Project ID or appropriate improvement project. 
The signs and pavement markings shall be replaced as part of the normal replacement cycle. 

All sign and pavement marking replacement within the SWEF shall be paid for under the appropriate 
maintenance Project ID for that SWEF, which will be provided by the Bureau of Highway Maintenance. These 
signs shall be maintained by the department and should be replaced on the normal replacement cycle.  The 
Region shall coordinate with BHM before replacing any signs or pavement markings. 

Park & Rides 

The Department has several Park & Ride lots that were constructed under WisDOT LET projects, but that are 
maintained by either the county or municipality via signed agreement. The Region should read these 
agreements to verify which signs the Department is responsible for.  This may include off-system directional 
(D4-series) signs.  These signs shall be paid for either under the standard county RMA Project ID or the 
appropriate improvement project and shall be replaced as part of the normal sign replacement cycle. 

The Department also has several Park & Ride lots that do not have any such maintenance agreements. For 
these lots, all signs and pavement markings shall be maintained by the Department. These signs and pavement 
markings shall be paid for under the standard county RMA Project ID, and shall be replaced as part of the 
normal replacement cycle. 

 

2-15-62 Memorial Signing February 2020 
PURPOSE 

The state legislature will occasionally adopt an act memorializing a highway or bridge.  Once signed into law, 
these acts will direct the department to erect signage to inform motorists of the memorialization. This policy will 
establish the requirements, design, and installation practices for memorial signing. 

DEFINITIONS 
State Trunk Highway System: All Interstate, US, and State numbered highways, except for any connecting 
highway limits. 

Memorial Bridge:  A bridge on the state trunk highway system that has been designated in Chapter 84 of the 
Wisconsin State Statutes as a memorial. 

Memorial Highway: A section of state trunk highway that has been designated in Chapter 84 of the Wisconsin 
State Statues as a memorial. 

POLICY 
Memorial signing shall only be installed for highways or bridges designated as memorial highways or memorial 
bridges in Chapter 84 of the Wisconsin State Statues.  All requirements listed in the designating statute shall 
apply. 

Memorial Highways 

Per WisMUTCD Section 2M.10, memorial signs should not appear on or along a highway.  Therefore, these 
signs shall not be installed along state trunk highways where they are visible to vehicles operating along the 
highway.  Rest areas, scenic overlooks, parks, and municipal buildings are potential locations for these signs.  
The requesting, party shall work with the owners of any potential sites on an agreement for installation. The site 
chosen should be located along the designated section of highway, and should have ample free parking, to 
allow motorists a proper viewing experience.  Two signs may be installed, one near each end of the designated 
section of highway. 

There are two options for off right-of-way memorial highway signing: 

Option 1 - The sign may have black lettering on a white background, and would list the name of the 
memorial highway, as designated by statute.  It would also contain the text of paragraph (1) of the statute 
and include the statute number.  An example of this sign option is shown below. 



TEOpS 2-15 

Page 108 

 
Option 2 -  The sign may be a multi-colored interpretive sign with a choice of wording and design. The 
interpretive sign could be installed in a covered display case with a 45-degree orientation to the viewer. The 
Bureau of Traffic Operations would work with the requesting group(s) to develop a sign design.  An example 
of this sign option is shown below. 

 
Memorial Bridges 

Because the installation of memorial bridge signs off the main roadway is not practical, these signs shall be 
installed along the highway, one at each end of the bridge.  For one-way bridges, only one sign shall be 
installed. 

The sign shall have white lettering on a brown background, and will list the name of the memorial bridge, as 
designated by statute.  For bridges over roadways, the name of the roadway should be listed below the 
memorial bridge designation, in white letters on a green background.  For bridges over waterways, if the 
waterway qualifies for signage under TEOpS 2-4-55, the name of the waterway shall be listed below the 
memorial bridge designation, in white letters on a green background.  For all other bridges, the memorial bridge 
designation shall be the only information included on the sign. 

https://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/teops/02-04.pdf#2-4-55
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