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DATE:  9/23/2025 

TO:  WisDOT Certified Bridge Inspectors 

FROM:  David Bohnsack, P.E. 

SUBJECT: Accurate Inspections  

WisDOT uses asset management principles to determine bridge eligibility for preservation, rehabilitation, and 
replacement. These principles require accurate and thorough inspection information and documentation which 
includes SNBI condition ratings, element level condition states and quantities, photographs/sketches of 
conditions and defects, and descriptive element/defect narrative.  Inspectors are expected to provide high 
quality bridge inspections.  

The recent application process for the WisDOT Local Bridge Program has identified discrepancies in some bridge 
inspection reports between the SNBI Condition Rating (deck, super, sub, culvert) and the Element Condition 
States.  Additionally, there have been inspections that lack the required inspection documentation.  Accurate 
inspection data starts with the inspectors.   

SNBI condition ratings must be backed with accurate and corresponding element level condition states and 
quantities, photographs/sketches for CS3 and CS4 defects, and the element/defect narrative. It is important to 
have enough detail in the element/defect narrative to explain the results of the element condition states which 
then should correlate with the SNBI condition rating.  All of these are used to determine bridge program 
eligibility and appropriate work action recommendations.    

Additionally, there may be a misunderstanding of when an element defect should be considered in CS4.  The 
Structure Inspection Field Manual provides guidance for when a defect should be considered CS4.  Each tabbed 
material type has a section titled Condition State 4 (Severe) that provides guidance for common situations that 
require a structural review for primary structural elements – CS4 situations.  This CS4 guidance is located on the 
pages just prior to the defect table for each material type. Below is an example of the CS4 guidance for 
Prestressed Concrete. 
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Below are two examples of the discrepancies found in bridge inspection reports:  

1. The narrative and photos (not shown) indicate failed prestressing strands, and the SNBI superstructure 
condition rating went from 4 to 3 with no defect quantity in CS4 for the P/S Concrete Girder element.  
 

 
 

2. The narrative and photos (not shown) indicate long sections of through wall perforations in a galvanized 
steel culvert, and the SNBI culvert condition rating was 4 with no quantity in CS4 for the Steel Culvert 
element. 
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In the above examples, the field manual guidance indicates there should be a quantity in CS4 and a Structural 
Review is required.  This is a serious concern when the bridge condition requires a structural review and follow-
up, but the inspector does not initiate.  This is a public safety concern.  WisDOT Bureau of Structures will be 
following up with inspectors found to have these discrepancies in their inspection reports.   

 

 

David Bohnsack, P.E. 
Chief Structures Maintenance Engineer 
Bureau of Structures – Maintenance Section 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
Madison, WI 53707 


