
WisDOT Bridge Manual
July 2026 Updates

August 19th, 2026



Agenda
•Resources
•Updates (Chapters, Standards, Inserts, and Blocks)
•Questions and Feedback



Housekeeping
• All participants are muted
• A handout of this webinar is posted on our website (See Update 

Archives)
• If you have a question, please use the chat feature to submit 

your question or raise your hand. 
• Follow-up questions, please send to James.Luebke@dot.wi.gov



Resources
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/eng-consultants/cnslt-rsrces/strct/bm-mail-list.aspx

• To be added to the email distribution list:

• To be removed from the email distribution list:
Send an email to James.Luebke@dot.wi.gov



Resources
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/eng-consultants/cnslt-rsrces/strct/bridge-manual.aspx
Or web search “WisDOT Bridge Manual”



Resources
•Update Archives
Update Memo
Text Update Summary
Standard Details Update Summary
 Insert Sheet Update Summary
Standards Tracker 
Update Presentation Slides 
Block Update Summary 



Chapter Updates
•Chapter 5 – Economics and Costs
Added 2025 bridge cost data

•Chapter 8 – Hydraulics 
Clarified Design Frequency
Added requirements for all hydraulic/site reports and H&H 

calculations to be stamped by a PE.
Section 8.3.6: Complete re-write to clarify hydraulic modeling 

requirements when projects are in FEMA mapped floodplain.



Chapter Updates
•Chapter 12 – Abutments
 In general, MSE walls in front of Type A3 Abutments should be 

avoided.
 If Abutment Anchorage is used:
• The Designer shall specify, on the plans, all unfactored loads
• Refer to updated Std. 14.04
• Refer to BOS SPV Website “Abutment Anchorage” New

Std. 14.04



Chapter Updates
•Chapter 18 – Concrete Slab Structures
Removed Region’s responsibility to determine structure type.



Chapter Updates
•Chapter 45 – Bridge Rating
 Updated Load Rating Summary Form



Chapter Updates



Chapter Updates
•Chapter 45 – Bridge Rating
 Removed Section 45.10.3.2 – Legal Load Rating Load Posting Equation(LRFR)



Standard Update
• Std. 14.04 – MSE Wall At Abutment
Added 150-ft Limit for A1 Abutments with Fixed Seats

Std. 14.04



Standard Update
• Std. 14.04 – MSE Wall At Abutment
Added 3’-6” min. clearance between pile and panel

Std. 14.04



Standard Update
• Std. 14.04 – MSE Wall At Abutment
Abutment anchorage shall be attached to the 

abutment body (Not all allowed on backwall).

Std. 14.04



Standard Update
• Std. 14.04 – MSE Wall At Abutment
Added “EH” and “LS” loads
Added “Load Length”
Updated “Designer Notes” and “Notes” 

Std. 14.04



Standard Update
• Std. 14.20 – Soldier Pile Wall
CIP Facing Details
Cut Situation Detailed
See BOS Website for SPVs:
• Foundation Drilling
• Timber Lagging
• Geocomposite Drain Board Std. 14.20

What is Next:
• Update Chapter 14 guidance
• Consider precast facing and tieback
• Consider other wall systems



Standard Update
• Std. 40.11 – Bar Splicer (Coupler)
Removed flange from dowel bar coupler
Mounting plates need to be compatible 

with concrete clear cover requirements. 

Std. 40.11
Couplers with Mounting Plate - Not suitable for deck applications



Insert Sheet Update



Block Details Update 

 Super - Prestressed Box Girder New
• Prestressed Box Girder Shapes 
• Deck Overhang Detail 
• Crown Detail 
• Section Thru Diaphragm 
• Corner Details 
• Bearing Pad Details 

 Deck – Joint Details
• Added options for Deck/Slab, Transverse/Longitudinal 



Questions and Feedback
Contacts:

James Luebke
Policy and Standards Unit
608-266-5098
James.Luebke@dot.wi.gov

Stacie Hausserman
Policy and Standards Unit
608-261-6109
Stacie.Hausserman@dot.wi.gov


