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Important Motor Vehicle Laws
of WISCONSIN

RULES OF THE ROAD

There is no speed limit on rural highways. Be rea-
sonable and drive carefully. It is unlawful for any
person to drive in a reckless manner or at such speed
as to endanger the lives or property of others.

In overtaking a vehicle, pass to the left, but do so
only where the left side is clearly visible and free
from oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance to permit
such movement in safety.

Do not overtake and pass another vehicle on the crest
of a grade, on a curve, at railroad and highway inter-
sections or where the operator’s view is obstructed
within a distance of 1000 feet.

Every vehicle must be equipped with rear view mir-
ror, windshield wiper, horn, legal lights and efficient
brakes.

Parking is prohibited on the main traveled portion
of highways, also near the crest of hills or on curves
and turns.

Restrictions as to size and gross weights of heavy
vehicles are as follows:

On Class “A” (paved) Highways

4 wheel vehicles gross weight....................... 24,000 lbs.
6 wheel—3 axle vehicles—gross weight.............. 36,000 lbs.
Semi-trailer—1 axle, 2 wheels:........... ..o 19,000 Ibs.
Semi-trailer—2 axles, 4 wheels.................... .. 24,000 1bs.
Gross axle weight. ..., ....... ... .ot .. oo v 19,000 lbs.
Gross wheel weight. ... ..o . a0 oo 9,500 lbs.
Per inch of tirewidth: .. ol v i e v oot il 800 1bs.
On Class “B” (unpaved) Highways
4 wheel vehicles, gross weight....................... 15,000 lbs.
6 wheel—3 axle vehicles—gross weight.............. 22,500 Ibs.
Semi-trailer—1 axle, 2 wheels.....aa s oo . 12,000 lbs.
Semi-trailer—2 axles, 4 wheels. .o iaver. oo 15,000 1bs.
Gross axle weight. . T S cill TS b s 12,000 lbs.
Crnse wheel oweight .. 0. . it o T 6,000 1lbs.
Perninch of tire width™ s oo ciifaigiie o 800 lbs.
Maximmmn: length of vehicle ... ... a8 e oL 33 feet
Maximum length of vehicle and trailers ................ 45 feet
Wiath-oE 10000 . oves & oo e L e 8 feet
Minimum distance between axles....................... 40 in.
Dravwe Bar ortowrope length. . ...... . vesii . . ... .00 12 feet

%X .

'SCENIC WISCONSIN

Wisconsin abounds in as many types of distinctive and pleasing
scenery as any existing area of its size. The same dignity and
grandeur extends from the driftless areas in the southwestern
part of the state, through the Kettle Moraine country of the
southeast, and into the northern wilderness regions of Lake
Superior. The whole is an intermingling of nature’s finest handi-
work, an ever changing picture of miniature mountains, innumer-
able lakes, brooks, streams, and surly rivers, southern prairies,
hardwood hills, forests, enchanting waterfalls, and nearly every

: e variety of scenic
beauty.

Lake Winneba-
go, that vast body
of water, named
after the Indian
tribe that once
lived in the area
bordering its
shores, is the larg-
est inland lake to
be found within
the borders of a
single state. The
interesting shore-
lines along the
Great Lakes and
Green Bay, the
Apostle Islands in
Lake Superior,and

e . the illustrious
Land O’Lakes country covered with so many lakes that they can-
not all be included on the map, help to make Wisconsin a Mecca
for travelers, hunters, and fishermen. It would scarcely have been
possible to assemble within the limits of 58,000 square miles,
more beauty or more varieties of scenery, than Wisconsin has
been endowed with. The multitude of lakes, and thousands of
miles of streams and rivers, and forest lands that spread over mil-
lions of acres, offer unequalled sport to the sportsman, and peace-
ful perfection to the traveler.

Twenty-five state fish hatcheries annually propagate and dis-
tribute more than 300,000,000 game fish, and the erection of four
new muskellunge hatcheries is a project which distinguishes Wis-
consin from all other states in the propagation of this king of
game fish, while the numerous streams and rapids offer sporting
brook trout to the fly fisherman.

To insure an abundant game stock, the state program of game
propagation and distribution includes one of the finest experi-
mental game and fur farms in the northwest, located at Poynette.
Thousands of pheasant eggs are sent to sportsmen’s clubs for
hatching and distribution, and many types of pheasants, Hun-
garian and Chukar partridges are liberated throughout the state.
A feeding program is systematically followed during the winter
months through the co-operation of the local conservation clubs,
to save the breeding stock of game birds from starvation during
the long winter months. The fur farm plans to liberate raccoon,
red, blue and silver foxes, martin, and other fur bearing animals
to strengthen the hunting and trapping activities in the state.

The general picturesque landscape contains several outstanding
features of scenic value which cause Wisconsin to be known
throughout the world. Among these are the Dells of the Wis-
consin river, and the Dalles of the St. Croix and of Eau Claire.

Devil’s Lake is one of the most unique mysteries of prehistoric
glaciation in the world, with its cliffs of rock towering above the
lake, forming sheer, jagged figures against the skyline. From
La Crosse to Prairie du Chien, the broad bluffs of the Mississippi
possess an indomitable grandeur, and the Thousand Island sec-
tion of this ancient highway has a reputation among travelers
for exceeding the beauties of the similarly named portion of the
St. Lawrence.

In the western and southwestern part of the state is the coulee
region which was never touched by glaciers of the ice age. North-
ward from the coulee country, in western Wisconsin, one may
travel over alpine meadows along the Mississippi, through the
beautiful rolling foothill country from River Falls to Ellsworth
and Durand; and along the mountain-like streams and rushing
torrents of the St. Croix river, and the Dalles region; around the
sandy beached lakes of Barron and Sawyer counties; through
miles and miles of virgin pine forests in Douglas and Bayfield
counties to Chequamegon bay and the Apostle Islands.

Northeastern Wisconsin, a vast wilderness of woods and waters,
has been called Land O’Lakes. The lakes are infinite in number
and their pine-fringed shorelines are inviting to the person who
enjoys exploring uncharted ridges and valleys. One must actually
visit this section of Wisconsin to appreciate its magnitude.

The famous Wolf river country in the northeastern part of the
state excites even the most blasé tourist. Into the very heart of
the Menomonee Indian Reservation, the Wolf river tumbles and
rushes on its way through forests of virgin timber, hastening over
cataracts and rapids and hesitating in the slower, calmer reaches
below waterfalls. The Wolf, Peshtigo, Pine, Embarrass, Brule,
Eau Claire, Namekagon, Popple, Oconto, and many other rivers,
have made Wis- -
consin famous
wherever trout %
fishermen gather
to.talk of their |}
luck. g
The Door coun-
ty peninsula, ac- |1
claimed far and ||
wide as the cherry [
blossom land of |4
the Middle West,
forms the long arm
of Wisconsin. In
the spring one may
drive for miles and
miles through fra-
grant cherry or-
chards which have g,,;
made Door county |*

famous. : - - -
Southeastern Wisconsin has features that are uncommon to the

majority of states in the Union. The northern ice sheets formed
a confusion of wide ridges and deep valleys which present a
startling visualization of the tremendous power of the forces
which moulded the present Wisconsin. In the summer, the hard-
wood groves covering the hills, the green pasture lands, and the
tops of well-kept farm buildings, intermingled with gem-like
lakes and beautiful summer homes form a beautiful panorama.
Madison, Four Lake Capital City, and the home of the State
University, is known throughout the world to students and
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The OCTAGONAL shaped sign is used to indicate “STOP.”

. The DIAMOND shaped signs are used to indicate any condi-
tion inherent in the road itself requiring slow speed and caution
on the part of the driver.

The CIRCULAR shaped sign is used as an advance warning
at railroad grade crossings only.

The SQUARE shaped signs are used to indicate any condition
requiring caution that is not inherent in the road itself, but which
is due to contiguous or adjacent conditicns which often are also
intermittent.

RECTANGULAR shaped signs of various dimensions are used
to carry directions, information and restrictions of use or benefit
to the driver.

All caution and stop signs have black designs on a yellow
background.

All direction and information signs are black on a white back-
ground.
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WISCONSIN STATE PARKS

Wisconsin was the originator of what is known as a state park.
“The State Park,” an area of some 50,000 acres of forest lands,
located in what was then part of Lincoln county, was created by
legislative act in 1878. It existed for 19 years, but met a sad fate
in 1897, when, by legislative act, the lands were sold to lumber
companies. Part of this same territory was later re-purchased
and is now contained in Northern State Forest.

In 1900, the state started to develop this type of park, and
since that time 14 areas, varying in size from two acres to 3,500
. e g acres, and repre-

w” enting practically
every type of scenic
| beauty indigenous
to the Middle
| West, have been
By made into state
parks.

The first of these

reas to be devel-
oped represents a
Pl co-operative ven.
il ture in the per-
petuation of natu-
ral beauty by the
| two great sister
states, Wisconsin
and Minnesota.
Interstate Park,
an area of 730
acres, of which 580
acres are located in Wisconsin, stretches along the beautiful
Dalles of the St. Croix,” and includes a sample of riparian and
gorge scenery difficult to surpass anywhere in the world.

In the heart of the Baraboo range, near the famous Dells of the
Wisconsin, is Devil’s Lake State Park, which presents perhaps
the most unusual bit of mountain scenery anywhere in the state.
Here bluffs rise for hundreds of feet above the lake itself, which
is a veritable jewel. Devil’'s Lake State Park is fascinating from
a geological standpoint, as is Interstate Park.

In Peninsula State Park, located near the tip of the Door
county peninsula, there have been set aside 3,400 acres of beauti-
ful, rolling land bordering on Green Bay. Giant cliffs, rising di-
rectly from the water’s edge, create the indescribably beautiful
bluff and water scenery for which the park is justly famous.
Wooded areas and adequate camping facilities make Peninsula
State Park among the favorites for the tourists who wish to
camp for a long time.

Another state park in Door county is Potawatomi. It is located
on the neck of land between Green Bay and Sturgeon Bay, which
has long been called Government Bluff. Magnificent vistas of coast-
line scenery may be seen from the peak of this Government Bluff,
as well as the whole of Sturgeon Bay and Green Bay.

The confluence of the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers at Nel-
son Dewey Park presents an inimitable view. Standing on the
top of a mountainous bluff, hundreds of feet above the river, one
may look for miles up either of the valleys, and immediately below
is the Thousand Island section of the Mississippi.

Farther north along the Mississippi is another state park, named
after that intrepid French explorer, Nicholas Perrot. Of principal
interest in this park is Trempealeau mountain, which has served
as a landmark for Mississippi voyagers for nearly 250 years. The

. Winnebagos called it “Hay-nee-ah-chah,” which means “Soaking

Mountain” or the “Mountain-with-its-feet-in-the-water.”

Just south of the City of Superior is' Pattison State Park,
where the Black river breaks over the escarpment to form the
beautiful Manitou falls—Gitchee Monido or “Falls of the Great
fSpirit.” This waterfall is the highest in the state, dropping 160
eet.

Copper Falls State Park displays what is probably the most
remarkable combination of waterfall and gorge scenery in the
entire Middle West. Here the Bad river plunges over the Ke-
weenawan trap into a remarkable gorge it has carved for itself, to
be joined a quarter of a mile below by the waters of Tyler’s Fork
which joins the larger stream after rushing down another canyon.

In the eastern part of the state may be found Terry Andrae
State Park along the fine sandy beaches of Lake Michigan in
Sheboygan county. This park perpetuates a bit of sand dune
country, and here also botanical experiments have been carried on
which make this spot fascinating to the scientist as well as to
the tourist.

These are the largest of Wisconsin’s state parks. The others
are Cushing Memorial State Park, dedicated in memory of the
“Three Wisconsin Cushings” who were so valorous in the Civil
War; Rib Mountain State Park, perched on the highest known
point in the state; Tower Hill, in which is perpetuated an old
shot tower as a remnant of the early lead mining days which
caused the settlement of the southwestern part of Wisconsin;
First Capitol State Park, which is the site of the first territorial
capitol building of Wisconsin; and Merrick State Park, the new-
est in the state park system, consisting of approximately 300 acres
of wooded bot- pm
tomlands with a |
long frontage on
Fountain City bay
of the Mississippi
river. This park
was named in
honor of the late
George Byron §
Merrick, old time
Mississippi river
pilot, historian,and
author.

Wisconsin is ad-
ministering four
state forests —
Northern, Amer-
ican Legion, Brule,
and Flambeau —
which will also
prove interesting
to the tourists. In Northern State Forest, an area of more than
100,000 acres in Vilas county, the visitor will find a wilderness of
woods and waters which is being utilized because of its recrea-
tional values. There are scores of lakes and nearly 200 miles of
streams within the forest, which are nationally famous for the
fine fishing they present.

American Legion State Forest in Oneida county, the Brule
State Forest in Douglas county, and the Flambeau River State
Forest in Sawyer county, offer to the tourist an opportunity to re-
live a life which is a generation old in the inspiring out-of-doors
of the great northwoods.
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