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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Program 
In November 2021, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) was signed, designating $7.5 billion to build a 
national EV charging station network. The National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Program includes $5 
billion of this funding, laying the groundwork for formula funding designation and use. NEVI is specifically 
intended to build out the electric vehicle charging system along federally designated Alternative Fuel 
Corridors (AFCs). WisDOT is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to develop and submit a 
state plan as a prerequisite to accessing federal funding for EV infrastructure deployment. Wisconsin’s 2024 
NEVI Plan update was submitted in September 2024 and was approved by FHWA on September 29, 2023. 

1.2 Wisconsin Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Program 
Under Wisconsin’s program, referred to as the Wisconsin Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (WEVI) Program, the 
state is eligible to receive approximately $78 million in NEVI formula funds over five years beginning in 
federal fiscal year 2023. Under NEVI Program Requirements, WisDOT must fully build out its EV AFCs with EV 
charging stations. Currently, in Wisconsin, these include five Interstates: I-90, I-94, I-43, I-41, and I-535; 
seven U.S. highways: US 8, US 41, US 53, US 151, US 2, US 51, and US 141; and one state highway: WIS 
29. Under the WEVI Program, a maximum of 65 charging locations will be built along these AFCs. Once the 
designated AFCs are certified as fully built out by FHWA, Wisconsin will have more discretion in determining 
the location of new charging stations funded under the NEVI Formula Program.  

In May 2024, WisDOT announced the first round of charging stations awarded through the WEVI Program at 
53 sites along the state’s AFCs.  

This Request for Proposals (RFP) represents Round 1.5 of WEVI Program funding to deploy EV charging 
stations to fill charging gaps on Wisconsin’s AFCs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“There is a growing demand for sustainable transportation options in Wisconsin and WisDOT is 
committed to keeping up with those needs. We’re making great progress in our efforts to build out a 
reliable electric vehicle charging infrastructure in every corner of the state to help drivers get to 
school, work and appointments. We’re thrilled to provide this essential service to commuters, 
travelers and visitors while supporting local businesses long into the future.” 

- Wisconsin Department of Transportation Secretary Kristina Boardman 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimodal/WEVI-plan-update-final-9-2024.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimodal/WEVI-plan-update-final-9-2024.pdf
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1.3 Changes Between the Round 1 and Round 1.5 RFPs 
The list below outlines the changes between the Round 1 RFP and the Round 1.5 RFP. 

• Added information on the results of the Round 1 RFP in Sections 1.2 and 3.1 

• Updated dates and timelines to reflect this RFP round 

• Reorganized where the Environmental Clearance Process occurs in Section 3.4 

• Updated Section 4.4 designating non-CCS and non-NACS compatible connectors as an ineligible cost 

• Included information on the new evaluation zones for Round 1.5 through a map, interactive map and 
table 

• Following NEVI Program Guidance, updated the mapping tool used for identifying disadvantaged 
communities (DACs) 

• Updated Step 1 of the review process to include that a site location must be within an evaluation 
zone under the minimum requirements for Round 1.5 

• Added more detailed information and appropriately updated the scoring matrix and additional 
considerations steps 

 

1.4 Changes Between the Initial Application Period for Round 1.5 and its 
Reopening 

The list below outlines the changes between the original release of the Round 1.5 RFP and its rerelease. 

• Updated Sections 1.1, 3.1, 5 with information on the 2024 WEVI Plan update 

• Added Table 2-2 and updated Section 8.1 to reflect the reopening of Round 1.5, which was released 
on August 4, 2025 with a submission deadline of September 5, 2025 

• Removed information on Disadvantaged Communities from Section 1.2 and removed Section 7 on 
the Federal Justice40 Initiative 

• Updated scoring criteria in Section 11.2 

• Updated Appendix C definitions
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2 WEVI PROGRAM ROUND 1.5 FUNDING OVERVIEW 
WisDOT has developed this WEVI Program Round 1.5 RFP to seek competitive proposals for eligible entities 
to install, own, operate, maintain, and report on NEVI Formula Program-funded and compliant EV charging 
stations throughout Wisconsin. Schedule milestones related to the original release of the WEVI Program 
Round 1.5 RFP are shown in Table 2-1, with more information on submitting comments and questions in 
Section 10 for the associated milestones. Table 2-2 shows the updated dates for Round 1.5 of the WEVI 
Program following its reopening. 

Table 2-1: WisDOT NEVI Request for Proposal Dates 

Project Milestone Date 

Preliminary RFP Information Release • October 14, 2024 

Informational Webinar for Prospective Proposers • November 7, 2024 at 1:00 PM (CT) 

Deadline for Written Questions 

• Question Response Period 1 Deadline:                
November 14, 2024 

• Question Response Period 2 Deadline:                   
January 6, 2025 

Final Proposal Submission Deadline • February 14, 2025 by 5:00 PM (CT) 

Anticipated Grant Award Announcement • April 2025 

*Please visit the Electrification of Wisconsin for updated WEVI Round 1.5 RFP schedule information. 

 

Table 2-2: WisDOT NEVI Request for Proposal Reopening Dates 

Project Milestone Date 

RFP Information Re-release • August 4, 2025 

Final Proposal Submission Deadline • September 5, 2025 by 5:00 PM (CT) 

Anticipated Grant Award Announcement • Fall 2025 

*Please visit the Electrification of Wisconsin for updated WEVI Round 1.5 RFP schedule information. 

 
To apply for funding under this solicitation, proposers must submit a completed grant proposal package and 
any supporting documentation to WisDOT’s proposal submission mailbox at WEVIRFPSubmission@dot.wi.gov. 
More detailed instructions on available funding, eligibility, proposal submission process, and post-selection 
and grant award process are detailed throughout the following sections of this RFP. 
 
 
 
 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/multimodal/electrification.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/multimodal/electrification.aspx
mailto:WEVIRFPSubmission@dot.wi.gov?subject=WEVI%20RFP%20Submission
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3 FUNDING AND GRANT AWARD INFORMATION 
3.1 Total Available Funding 
Wisconsin is eligible to receive approximately $78 million in NEVI Formula funds over five years beginning in 
federal fiscal year (FFY) 2023. FFY 2022 and FFY 2023 funding is available now, some of which has been 
awarded to 53 sites across Wisconsin in the Round 1 WEVI RFP. With the approval of the 2023 and 2024 
WEVI Plan updates by FHWA, FFY 2024 and FFY 2025 NEVI formula funds remain available.  

The WEVI Program will provide federal funding reimbursement of up to 80% of the eligible costs associated 
with awarded EV charging infrastructure grant projects. Grant awardees must provide a minimum of 20% 
non-federal cost-share for the project. There is no maximum funding amount a project can receive. 

3.2 Availability of Funds 
WisDOT will provide NEVI Formula funds on a reimbursement basis to grant awardees after FHWA project 
authorization is received, final project grant agreements are signed, and WisDOT has issued relevant formal 
notices for each requisite project phase. Grant awardees shall be reimbursed for eligible costs in strict 
adherence to project budgets presented in the grant agreement, NEVI Program requirements (23 CFR 680), 
and in compliance with all applicable state and federal statutes. Such reimbursements shall not surpass the 
maximum budget amount delineated within the grant awardee's grant agreement. Grant awardees will be 
responsible for fulfilling, presenting, and settling all supplier invoices before requesting reimbursement from 
WisDOT. 

3.3 Grant Awards 
WisDOT expects to fill as many EV AFC charging station gaps as possible with funding associated with the 
WEVI Program Round 1.5 RFP. WisDOT will evaluate proposals and prioritize grant awards based on projects 
that most effectively and efficiently fulfill federal NEVI Program requirements and WEVI Program goals. See 
EV Charging Station Locations for further information on project site eligibility, locations, and site 
classifications. 

3.4 Project Phases and Period of Performance 
Following the completion of the proposal review period, as outlined in Table 2-1 above, the following general 
project phases will commence and represent the project period of performance: 

• Notice of Selection (NoS): WisDOT will notify selected proposers and the public of grant award selections. 
WisDOT will issue a NoS to each selected proposer, designating them as a conditional grant awardee, 
and will obligate project funding following the announcement of program grant awards.  

• FHWA Authorization & Grant Agreement Execution: Following confirmation of NEPA clearances, WisDOT 
will seek project authorization from FHWA. With the receipt of project authorization, WisDOT will work 
with the conditional grant awardee to execute a final grant agreement stipulating all federal, state, and 
program requirements, and detailing the final project scope, budget, and performance period. 

• Environmental Clearances (NEPA): Following the execution of the grant agreement, WisDOT, in 
cooperation with the selected conditional grant awardee, will complete the required National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. Conditional grant awardees will be required to provide WisDOT 
with any necessary information needed to facilitate WisDOT's completion of the required NEPA 
environmental clearance process. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-G/part-680
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• Pre-construction & Design Review (NTP 1): Following grant agreement execution and concurrently with 
the NEPA process, WisDOT will issue a Notice to Proceed (NTP 1) commencing the pre-construction and 
design review phase. Grant awardees must provide WisDOT with a final site design plan for review, 
compliance confirmation, and approval.  

• Procurement & Construction (NTP 2): Following WisDOT’s approval of the final site design, WisDOT will 
issue a second Notice to Proceed (NTP 2). Upon receipt of NTP 2, Grant awardees will be authorized to 
begin equipment purchasing and construction of the EV charging infrastructure project. Grant awardees 
will be permitted 36 months after the execution of the grant agreement. Grant awardees requiring 
additional time must request a project time extension from WisDOT. Following the successful completion 
of the Project work, WisDOT will inspect and test the grant awardee’s equipment and project site. 
WisDOT will issue a Notice of Acceptance (NoA) upon confirmation that all project work has been 
completed to the approved project designs and complies with all federal, state, and program 
requirements.   

• Operations, Maintenance, and Reporting: Following the receipt of WisDOT’s NoA, the grant awardee will 
operate and maintain its EV charging infrastructure for at least five (5) years following infrastructure 
installation and commissioning. Grant awardees must maintain a minimum of 97% uptime during the 5-
year Operations & Maintenance (O&M) period (see 23 CFR 680.106(i)). During the O&M period, the grant 
awardee must submit all federally required reporting quarterly and annually as detailed in 23 CFR 680. 
Grant awardees may also submit reimbursement requests for eligible O&M expenses with the 
submission of required reporting documentation.  

• Project Notice of Completion (NoC): A Notice of Completion (NoC) will be issued by WisDOT following the 
successful completion of the 5-year O&M period, all reporting requirements have been met, and after 
the grant awardee’s final reimbursement has been issued. Grant awardees must comply with Federal 
Disposition requirements in 2 CFR 200.313(e) following the completion of the 5-year O&M period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/part-680/section-680.106#p-680.106(j)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-G/part-680
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200/section-200.313#p-200.313(e)
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4 ELIGIBILITY 
The WEVI Program is committed to allocating funds in support of EV charging station deployment along 
Wisconsin's AFCs. The principal objective of the WEVI Program is to provide funding for the planning, 
construction, operation, and maintenance of EV charging stations that are accessible to the general public 
and must fully comply with all Federal and State requirements delineated in this RFP, including the NEVI final 
rule requirements of 23 CFR 680. In addition, the following sections provide more details on specific WEVI 
program eligibility requirements.  

4.1 Eligible Proposers 
Eligible Proposers under the WEVI Program Round 1.5 RFP are: 

1. Private businesses, including corporations, partnerships, companies, or nonprofit organizations 

authorized to do business in Wisconsin. 

2. Tribal organizations (as defined in Title 25 US Code Section 5304 (I)).  

4.2 Ineligible Proposers 
Ineligible Proposers under the WEVI Program Round 1.5 RFP are: 

1. Utilities in Wisconsin. 

2. Public and governmental entities, including local governments and higher education institutions. 

Public entities are not eligible for funding under the WEVI Program Round 1.5 RFP. WisDOT has decided to 
limit eligible proposals only to private entities to comply with 23 CFR 635.112(e), which states: “Except in the 
case of a concession agreement, as defined in section 710.703 of this title, no public agency shall be 
permitted to bid in competition or to enter into subcontracts with private contractors.”  

4.3 Eligible Costs and Cost-Sharing 
NEVI Formula Program funds are restricted to projects directly related to EV charging infrastructure open to 
the public. Eligible expenses that qualify for reimbursement under the WEVI Program must be directly related 
to the design, acquisition, installation, operations, and maintenance of compliant EV charging infrastructure 
(for up to five (5) years following infrastructure installation and commissioning). 

Eligible expenses under the WEVI Program Round 1.5 RFP are limited to: 

1. Costs for pre-construction work, including environmental clearances, site design, and site permitting.   

2. Labor associated with site preparation, such as trenching or equipment installation (proposers will 

be required to separate equipment, non-labor project costs, and labor costs in proposals). 

3. Costs of minor utility grid updates (work necessary to connect charging station to the electric grid 

distribution network), including: 

i. Costs for minor extensions or upgrades to existing power lines. 

ii. Costs to acquire and install on-site electric service equipment (e.g., power meter, 

transformer, switch gear).  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-G/part-680
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/part-635#p-635.112(e)
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4. Costs to obtain and install any number of new NEVI-compliant EV charging station and Electric 

Vehicle Supply Equipment (EVSE) related hardware and software. 

5. Costs to obtain and install, repair, upgrade, or replace any number of existing EVSE and EV charging 

station equipment to meet NEVI minimum standards and requirements, including costs to upgrade 

existing EV charging stations to meet Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. 

6. Costs of shipping fees and taxes for eligible items. 

7. Construction costs for EV charging station installation (as defined under 23 U.S.C.  101(a)(4)), 

including site restoration directly related to the EV charging station after installation. This includes 

landscaping remediation directly resulting from installing the charging stations. 

8. Costs to install onsite signage for user wayfinding directly related to the EV charging station, 

including parking stall striping directly resulting from installing the charging stations. 

9. Costs to install onsite physical safety features, including lighting to illuminate the EV charging 

stations, video surveillance equipment of the EV charging stations for security and remote 

monitoring, and other on-site safety features to enhance the physical safety of EV charging station 

users and equipment. 

10. Construction project management costs directly related to the EV charging stations. 

11. Public outreach and education directly related to the utilization of the EV charging stations. 

12. O&M costs for up to five (5) years after the charging station is operational are limited strictly to the 

following three categories: 

i. Charging equipment lease fees (if the proposer chooses the lease option for equipment 

rather than the purchase option).  The lease costs are only eligible if paid through a fixed 

contract.   

ii. Cellular network fees, internet service fees, or similar fees/costs for EV charging station data 

sharing.  This includes, to the extent practicable, expenses related to the specific data-

sharing requirements of this program, as well as costs of data sharing on all EV chargers and 

EV charging station activities on the EV charging station network funded by this program.  

Networking costs are only eligible if paid through a fixed contract.   

iii. Hardware and software maintenance and repair costs, including service agreements with 

third-party contractors, charging equipment manufacturers, warrantors, or aftermarket 

providers.  Hardware and software maintenance and repair costs are only eligible if paid 

through a fixed contract. 

13. Warranties for equipment, parts, and labor (not exceeding the maximum five (5) year program limits).
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4.4 Ineligible Costs and Cost-Sharing 
Any expenses not explicitly considered by WisDOT as directly associated with the acquisition, installation, 
operation, and maintenance of EV charging infrastructure will be regarded as ineligible costs for purposes of 
the WEVI Program. The following examples serve as references for some of the expenses that fall under the 
category of ineligible expenses: 

1. Expenses incurred before formal WisDOT notice or authorization to proceed. 

2. Expenses associated with the purchase or rental of real estate. 

3. Expenses associated with the construction or general maintenance of buildings and parking 

facilities, unless directly linked to the EV charging station. 

4. Costs for obtaining development entitlements or rezoning permits from local authorities. 

5. Costs for major utility upgrades to the power grid, such as substantial line extensions, improvements 

to offsite power generation, bulk power transmission, or other related major utility grid infrastructure. 

6. Costs for distributed energy resources (DER), such as solar power, generators, or battery storage. 

7. Expenses covered by existing programs or tariff rules provided by electric utilities. 

8. Variable operating and maintenance costs for EV charging infrastructure, including operating and 

maintenance costs not defined in #12 of eligible costs above, including the cost of electricity, 

general staff time related to business operations, and other recurring business expenses such as 

rent and customer service. 

9. Expenses related to studies or research projects. 

10. Expenses related to federal, state, or local lobbying efforts. 

11. A connector that is not capable of charging a CCS or NACS-compatible vehicle. 

5 EV CHARGING STATION LOCATIONS 
WisDOT’s second round of WEVI Program funding will fund EV charging infrastructure proposals that (1) 
meet all Federal NEVI and WEVI Program Requirements and (2) are located on designated EV AFCs. The 
Program will initially focus on building out AFCs to meet the NEVI program’s “fully built out” certification 
requirements by filling the EV charging gaps on Wisconsin’s AFCs most efficiently. The evaluation zones and 
priority locations are illustrated in Figure 5-1.   
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Figure 5-1: Wisconsin EV Charging Station Evaluation Zones and Priority Interchanges 

 

WisDOT will prioritize grant awards based on two (2) tiers of groupings: 1) projects at priority site locations 
within coverage zones; 2) projects not in a priority site location but still in an evaluation zone; 3) projects at 
priority site locations outside of evaluation zones; and 4) projects not in a priority site location and not in an 
evaluation zone. A list of priority locations (interchange exits or intersections) within eligible evaluation zones 
is provided in Table 5-1. It is estimated that 65 EV charging sites along EV AFC service corridor segments are 
needed to fully build out the Interstates and AFCs to meet federal NEVI Program Requirements. WisDOT’s 
approved 2024 Wisconsin Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Plan update provides a detailed 
discussion of the Department’s process and methodology to identify the priority locations detailed in Table 5-
1 below. For a more detailed discussion on how WisDOT will review and evaluate grant proposals, see 
Proposal Review and Evaluation Process. 

 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimodal/WEVI-plan-update-final-9-2024.pdf
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Table 5-1: Wisconsin EV Charging Station Evaluation Zones and Priority Interchanges Locations 

Evaluation Zone Evaluation Zone Boundaries Priority Interchanges Within Evaluation 
Zone 

Eau Claire From Exit 52 to Exit 88 along I-94 • Exit 59 (I-94) 
• Exit 65 (I-94) 
• Exit 68 (I-94) 
• Exit 70 (I-94) 
• Exit 88 (I-94) 

Milwaukee From the I-41 intersection with I-94 
at the Zoo Interchange (MM 0) to 
the I-41 intersection with I-43 in 
Greenfield, WI (MM 4.4) along I-41 

• Exit 1C (I-41)/Exit 38 (I-94) 
• Exit 1D (I-41) 
• Exit 2A (I-41) 
• Exit 3 (I-41) 

Superior From the I-535 intersection with the 
WI state border to S Wuori Rd in 
Maple, WI along US-2 

• Hammond Ave (MM 236) 
• Belknap St (MM 234) 
• 22nd Ave E (MM 232) 
• 50th Ave E (MM 230) 

Tomah From Exit 41 on I-90 east to the 
intersection with I-94, then north 
along I-94 to Exit 143 

• Exit 41 (I-90) 
• Exit 143 (I-94) 

US-141 N Within one mile of the intersection 
of US-8 and US-141 in Pembine, WI 

• Cedar St 
• US-8/US-141 intersection 

US-151 

From the US-151 intersection with I-
90 in Madison, WI (MM 98) to WI-73 
in Columbus, WI (MM 116) along 
US-151 

• E Springs Dr 
• Exit 98A (US-151) 
• Exit 100 (US-151) 
• Exit 101 (US-151) 
• Exit 102 (US-151) 
• Exit 103 (US-151) 

US-2 East 
From the US-2 intersection with the 
WI state border to Maple 
St/Reservation Hwy 9 along US-2 

• Maple St/Reservation Hwy 9 

US-41/US-141 

From the end of I-41 in Howard, WI 
(MM 171.6) to Roosevelt Rd in 
Marinette, WI (MM 220) along US-
41  

• Exit 173 (US-41) 
• Exit 176 (US-41) 
• Exit 185 (US-41) 
• Brookside Rd (US-41, MM 190) 
• Exit 198 (US-41) 
• Kasal Ln (US-41, MM 211) 
• Exit 212 (US-41) 
• Country Meadows Rd (US-41, 

MM 219) 
• Roosevelt Rd (US-41, MM 220) 

US-51 North 

From Co Rd L in Nokomis, WI to Co 
Hwy N in Woodruff, WI along US-51 

• State Rd 70 
• 1st St 
• Milwaukee St 
• Country Club Rd 
• Fir St 
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Evaluation Zone Evaluation Zone Boundaries Priority Interchanges Within Evaluation 
Zone 

US-51 South 
From the US-51 station in Wausau, 
WI (MM 194.6) north along US-51 to 
its intersection with US-8 (MM 235) 

• Exit 208 (US-51) 
• Exit 234 (US-51) 

US-53 South From the intersection with WI-29 
(MM 95) to the intersection with US-
8 (MM 135) along US-53 

• Exit 102 (US_53) 
• Exit 110 (US-53) 
• Exit 118 (US-53) 
• Exit 126 (US-53) 

US-8 
From Co Hwy M in Hawkins, WI to Co 
Hwy U in Tomahawk, WI along US-8 

• Main St 
• Granbery Rd 
• Co Rd A 

WI-29 

From Co Rd Q in Ringle, WI (MM 
181) to Silver Maple Ln in 
Abbotsford, WI (MM 135) along WI-
29 

• Exit 150 (WI-29) 
• Exit 156 (WI-29) 
• Exit 188 (US-51/WI-29) 
• Exit 190 (US-51/WI-29) 
• Exit 171 (WI-29) 
• Exit 173 (WI-29) 
• Exit 177 (WI-29) 
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6 NEVI PROGRAM FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS 
All projects must comply with applicable FHWA regulations and the minimum requirements for projects 
funded under the NEVI Program.  As a federally funded program, all projects must comply with all statutory 
and regulatory requirements that apply to funds apportioned under Chapter 1 of Title 23, United States Code, 
and the requirements of 2 CFR 200 apply. This includes the applicable requirements of 23, United States 
Code, and Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, such as requirements for states to adequately secure Right of 
Way agreements to ensure access to project sites for compliance purposes during the life of project grant 
agreements.  WisDOT will incorporate all federal compliance aspects into final grant agreements with grant 
awardees, including, but not limited, to the items referenced in this section. 

6.1 Installation, Operation, and Maintenance Implementation Compliance 

Table 6-1: Installation, Operation, and Maintenance Implementation Compliance 

Rule Section NEVI Final Rule Section Title NEVI Final Rule Subsection Detail 

§680.106 

Installation, Operation, and 
Maintenance by Qualified 
Technicians of Electric Vehicle 
Charging Infrastructure 

• Procurement process 
• Number of charging ports 
• Connector type 
• Power level 
• Availability 
• Payment methods 
• Equipment certification 
• Security (physical & cyber) 
• Long-term stewardship 
• Qualified technician 
• Customer service 
• Customer data privacy 
• Use of program income 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/23/101
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/part-200
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-357
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-357
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-364
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-365
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-366
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-368
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-369
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-374
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-375
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-378
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-379
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-385
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-386
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-387
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6.2 Interoperability, Signage, Network Connectivity, and Real-Time Information 

Table 6-2: Interoperability, Signage, Network Connectivity, and Real-Time Information 

Rule Section NEVI Final Rule Section Title NEVI Final Rule Subsection Detail 

§680.108 Interoperability of Electric 
Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 

• Charger-to-EV communication 
• Charger-to-charger-network communication 
• Charging-network-to-charging-network 

communication 
• Network switching capability 

§680.110 
Traffic Control Devices or On-
Premises Signs Acquired, 
Installed, or Operated 

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for 
Streets and Highways 

• On-premises signs 

§680.114 
Charging Network Connectivity 
of Electric Vehicle Charging 
Infrastructure 

• Charger-to-charger-network communication 
• Interoperability 
• Charging-network-to-charging-network 

communication (see also §680.108) 
• Charging-network-to-grid communication 
• Disrupted network connectivity 

§680.116 

Information on Publicly 
Available Electric Vehicle 
Charging Infrastructure 
Locations, Pricing, Real-Time 
Availability, and Accessibility 
Through Mapping Proposals 

• Communication of price 
• Minimum uptime (definition and calculation) 
• Third-party data sharing 

6.3 Data Collection and Reporting 

Table 6-3: Data Collection and Reporting 

Rule Section NEVI Final Rule Section Title NEVI Final Rule Subsection Detail 

§680.112 Data Submittal 

• Quarterly data submittal 
• Annual data submittal 
• One-time data submittal 
• Community engagement outcomes report 

 

 

 

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-394
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-394
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-395
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-395
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-396
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-396
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-397
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-398
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-398
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-398
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-399
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-420
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-420
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-424
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-425
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-425
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-394
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-426
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-427
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-428
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-428
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-431
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-440
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-400
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-400
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-409
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-412
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-419
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6.4 Additional Federal Statutory Requirements 

Table 6-4: Additional Federal Statutory Requirements 

Rule Section NEVI Final Rule Section Title NEVI Final Rule Subsection Detail 

§680.118 Other Federal Requirements 

• Buy America and Build America 
• Davis Bacon Federal Wage Rate 
• Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
• Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
• Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 
• The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 

Property Acquisition Act 
• The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 

(NEPA) 

7 PROPOSAL PROCESS 
WisDOT has designed this competitive process to solicit turnkey proposals from eligible proposers to install, 
own, operate, maintain, and report on NEVI Formula Program-funded and compliant EV charging stations 
throughout Wisconsin under the WEVI Program. If a proposer’s submission is selected, they become a 
conditional grant awardee and move to the next phase of the process. Conditional grant awardees will 
coordinate with WisDOT through the grant award finalization process to receive all necessary approvals and 
clearance and execute a grant award agreement described in GRANT Award Notification and Post-GRANT 
Award Processes and Procedures. Once a conditional grant awardee meets all requirements, they may be 
considered a grant awardee and be awarded a grant agreement with a not-to-exceed value based on the 
proposer’s budget submitted during the project proposal phase. 

7.1 Proposal Due Date  
Proposals are due no later than September 5, 2025, by 5:00 PM (CT),and must be submitted through the 
WisDOT proposal submission mailbox at WEVIRFPSubmission@dot.wi.gov with a subject line “WEVI RFP 1.5 
Submission”. Proposals must include all the required forms, utilizing the appropriate file naming convention 
outlined in this RFP. 

7.2 Proposal Submission Mailbox 
All proposal materials and attachments are to be submitted electronically during the open proposal period 
via the online submission mailbox by an eligible proposer before the proposal due date.  

Proposers should adhere to the process outlined below and detailed in Appendix A Proposal Checklist, 
Required Submission Materials, and Instructions. Proposers should review all program documents available 
on the Electrification of Wisconsin webpage. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-462
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-463
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-464
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-465
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-466
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-467
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-469
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-469
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-470
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-470
mailto:WEVIRFPSubmission@dot.wi.gov?subject=WEVI%20RFP%20Submission
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/multimodal/electrification.aspx
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7.3 Proposal Submission Package and Requirements  
Proposers must prepare a complete proposal submission package for each EV charger project site seeking 
funding. There is no limit to the number of proposals a single proposer can submit. A complete proposal 
package includes the following items, detailed in Appendix A Proposal Checklist, Required Submission 
Materials, and Instructions. 

Completeness Components: 

1. Designation of Confidential and Proprietary Information (DOA-3027) 

2. Proposer Compliance Certification Statement 

3. Preliminary Site Agreement Form 

Technical Compliance: 

4. Project Technical Compliance Information 

5. Utility Coordination Form 

6. Environmental Readiness Questionnaire 

7. Site Plan and Design Information 

8. Proposal Budget and Financial Requirements Documentation 

Narrative Components: 

9. Project Approach and Responsiveness Narrative 

10. Project Team Qualifications 

11. Additional Supporting Documentation 

 

8 PROPRIETARY INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RECORDS  
8.1 Proprietary Information 
Any restrictions on the use of data must be clearly stated in the grant proposal itself. Proprietary information 
submitted in response to a proposal will be handled under applicable Wisconsin procurement regulations 
and the Wisconsin public records law. Proprietary restrictions usually are not accepted. However, when 
accepted, it is the proposer's responsibility to defend the determination in case of an appeal or litigation. 

1. Data in a grant proposal, all documentation provided, and innovations developed due to the 

contracted commodities or services cannot be copyrighted or patented. All data, documentation, and 

innovations become the property of the State of Wisconsin. 

2. Any material submitted by the vendor in response to this request that the vendor considers 

confidential and proprietary information and which qualifies as a trade secret, as provided in s. 

19.36(5), Wis. Stats., or material that can be kept confidential under the Wisconsin public records 

law, must be identified on a Designation of Confidential and Proprietary Information form (DOA-
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3027). Grant proposers may request the form if it is not part of the Request for Proposal package. 

Grant proposal prices cannot be held confidential. 

8.2 Public Records Access 
Wisconsin intends to maintain an open and public process in the requisition, submission, review, and 
approval of grant program activities. Grant proposal openings are public unless otherwise specified. Records 
may only be available for public inspection after the issuance of the Notice of Selection or the execution of 
the grant agreement. Under §19.36 (3), Wis. Stats., all records of the grant awardees that are produced or 
collected under this grant agreement are subject to disclosure under a public records request. Upon receipt 
of notice from the State of Wisconsin of a public records request for records produced or collected under this 
grant agreement, the grant awardee shall provide the requested records to the awarding agency. Following 
final payment, shall retain all records produced or collected under this grant agreement for six (6) years. 

9 COMMUNICATION DURING PROPOSAL PROCESS 
9.1  Programmatic and Technical Questions 
With the release of this RFP, WisDOT encourages proposers to submit questions about the WEVI Program 
and this RFP by emailing transportationelectrification@dot.wi.gov. To ensure that RFP questions are answered, 
include the subject line “WEVI Round 1.5 RFP Comment.” Programmatic and technical questions will be 
answered during an open Question & Answer (Q&A) period; questions will be answered in two FAQ postings 
from WisDOT following the milestones in Table 2-1. WisDOT will post the Q&A responses on the WEVI website 
for public review. Archived responses from the Round 1 WEVI RFP Q&A period can be found on the 
Electrification of Wisconsin website under the Round 1 RFP tab. 

9.2  Informational Public Webinar 
WisDOT will host an informational webinar about the WEVI Program and the RFP as shown in Table 2-1 
WisDOT will review the WEVI Program during the webinar, guide proposers through the RFP process, and 
answer program and technical questions. Please visit the Electrification of Wisconsin webpage for updated 
information on the WEVI Round 1.5 RFP schedule. 

9.3  Proposal Submission Confirmation 
Following the successful proposal submission through the WisDOT proposal submission mailbox, proposers 
will receive an email response from WisDOT staff to the individual listed as the primary point of contact in 
the proposal, confirming receipt of the proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:transportationelectrification@dot.wi.gov
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/multimodal/electrification.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/multimodal/electrification.aspx
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10 PROPOSAL REVIEW AND EVALUATION PROCESS 
The evaluation process consists of three areas of proposal evaluation: (1) Mandatory Minimum 
Requirements, (2) Core Components, and (3) Additional Considerations. Proposals will then be scored and 
ranked. 

10.1  Step 1: Mandatory Federal and State Requirements 
Proposers must complete a checklist affirming that the project and site will comply with requirements set 
forth by 23 CFR 680, applicable Federal laws, and terms and conditions of PRO-504. If the proposer cannot 
certify compliance with the mandatory minimum requirements, the proposal will not be considered beyond 
this step. 

WisDOT will determine if the proposal demonstrates that the project will meet the minimum requirements of 
23 CFR 680 and applicable Federal laws including, but not limited to, Davis Bacon, ADA, Buy America, and 
Build America:  

1. Proposers will receive a checklist to affirm meeting applicable Federal laws. The checklist will include 

a narrative section for proposers to outline any discrepancies in meeting requirements. 

2. If the requirements are unmet or the narrative explanation is insufficient, the proposal will not move 

to Step 2. 

If the proposal sufficiently demonstrates that the mandatory minimum requirements can be met, the 
proposal will move on to Step 2. 

10.2  Step 2: Scored Components 
WisDOT will utilize a selection panel consisting of WisDOT staff to review proposals. The panel will include 
staff from different divisions within WisDOT. 

Each proposal will be assessed on a scale of 1-10 with equal weighting based on the following four (4) core 
evaluation category components: 

1. Cost Proposal 

2. Site Location 

3. Community Engagement and Involvement 

4. Site Amenities  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-G/part-680
https://doa.wi.gov/ProcurementManual/Pages/PRO-504.aspx
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-G/part-680
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Table 11-1: Scored Components 

Category 
Total 

Possible 
Points 

Points  Scoring Criteria 

Cost 
Proposal 
(included in 
a templated 
budget 
form) 

25 

10 

Federal Share - broken down into EV charging evaluation zones or 
DTSD Regions if not in an evaluation zone (10)  

Scale between target areas (ex. Highest cost receives 0 points, lowest 
receives 10 points) 

10 
Cost per port (10)  

Scale between target areas (ex., Highest cost per port receives 0 
points, lowest receives 10 points) 

5 

Proposal exceeds 20% match (up to 5 points)  
• 20% (0)  
• 21-25% (1)  
• 26-30% (2)  
• 31-35% (3)  
• 35-40% (4)  
• >40% (5) 

Site 
Location 25 

25 Priority site location, within identified evaluation zones 

10 Non-priority site location, but within identified evaluation zones 

Community 
Engagement 
and 
Involvement 

25 

5 

Labor/workforce considerations 
• Narrative includes information on use of EVITP certified 

contractors (1) 
• Narrative details general plans (1-2) 
• Narrative details specific plans to the site location (3-4) 

5 

Economic Impact Considerations 
• Narrative details general plans (1-2) 
• Narrative details specific plans to the site location (3-5) 

15 

Plans for public engagement 
• Letters of Support (5) 
• Narrative (10) 

o General, not necessarily site specific (1-5) 
o Specific and planned engagement efforts (6-10) 

Priority 
Amenities 25 

5 = Amenity 
at site 
2 = Plans for 
Development   
0 = Not 
Available 

• 24/7 Business and Bathroom accessibility on site 
• Food/beverage availability  
• Sufficient lighting covering the EVSE 
• NACS Connectors 
• Pull-through space on site with EV charging 

 
 

 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/who-we-are/dtsd/dtsd-region-offices.aspx
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10.3  Step 3: Additional Considerations 
If multiple grant proposals in a given coverage area tie or are close in score following Step 2, WisDOT may 
determine funding based on additional considerations. In the event it is needed, WisDOT will utilize a best- 
value evaluation process to consider any of the following other components in the proposal when making 
final funding determinations: 

1. Long-term stewardship plans. 

2. Safety – physical security and cybersecurity. 

3. Project team experience and qualifications. 

4. Impact of the site on economic development in the surrounding area. 

5. Inclusion of additional Amenities – including but not limited to: 

o Overhead canopy 
o 24/7 Customer service/staff availability 
o Micromobility access (not an eligible expense under the program) 
o Free Wi-Fi access 
o Outdoor seating amenities: picnic tables/bench   
o Walking paths/animal-accessible green space 
o Availability of public transportation  
o Availability of on-site entertainment  
o Additional sites/power output than mandatory requirements (could affect cost) 

6. Inclusion of future Level 2 chargers (if applicable) and pre-existing charging infrastructure. 
7. Proposals that may help WisDOT minimize the number of NEVI stations needed to meet federal fully 

built-out requirements. 
8. Proposals that may help WisDOT maximize the equidistant spacing of NEVI stations to meet federal 

fully built-out requirements and that take into account the distance from Round 1 awarded stations. 
9. Proposal is in an indicated high priority county if not in an evaluation zone (Juneau, Outagamie, 

Ozaukee, Racine, St. Croix). 

11 GRANT AWARD NOTIFICATION 
11.1  Notification of Proposal Selection 
After completing the proposal review and scoring process, WisDOT will notify proposers via email of selected 
projects, designating proposers as conditional grant awardees. Proposers who have been conditionally 
awarded funding will receive a formal email notification from WisDOT. Conditional grant awards do not 
represent the final allocation of funds. Conditional grant awardees must await official notices from WisDOT 
before incurring any expenses that may be eligible for reimbursement. 

Reimbursement eligibility is contingent on adherence to the processes detailed below and formal execution 
of the final grant award agreement with WisDOT. The conditional grant award notification will provide specific 
guidance regarding the finalization of the grant which includes a comprehensive explanation of the steps to 
complete the process, as outlined in the Post-GRANT Award Processes and Procedures section of this RFP. 
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11.2  Public Release of List of Selected Proposals 
After individual notice of proposal selection, WisDOT will publish, on its WEVI website, a list of all selected 
proposals and project sites. 

12 POST-GRANT AWARD PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES 
Conditional grant awardees will coordinate with WisDOT to finalize and execute the grant award agreements 
after selection. After completing a grant agreement, grant awardees will continue to work with WisDOT 
through the post-selection process. The post-selection process will include the following series of phases: 

12.1  Environmental Clearance and Authorization 
Conditional grant awardees will work with WisDOT to complete the required forms to secure National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) clearance and achieve authorization from FHWA. Following approval from 
FHWA, conditional grant awardees will be cleared to execute a final grant award agreement and move 
forward with environmental clearance. 

12.2  Pre-Construction 
Grant awardees will provide WisDOT with the final site design during the pre-construction phase. WisDOT will 
review the project’s final design and provide any necessary requests for revisions, and once all requirements 
are satisfied, WisDOT will issue final design approval. 

12.3  Construction 
The project construction phase will include procuring project services and equipment, followed by the 
construction of the project site. After completion of all construction at the project site, WisDOT will review the 
project site for Federal and WEVI Program compliance and issue formal project acceptance. 

12.4  Operations, Maintenance, and Reporting 
The O&M period of the project will begin following project acceptance and the EVSE equipment becoming 
operational and open to the public. The project will begin a five (5) year O&M period of usage and data 
collection. During the O&M period, the grant awardee will report data as outlined in the NEVI Final Rule 
(§ 680.112 Data Submittal).

12.5  Project Close Out 
Following the successful completion of the grant awardee’s five (5) year O&M period, WisDOT will work with 
grant awardees to close out the project, issue final reimbursement(s), and submit final reporting and close-
out documents as required by the NEVI and WEVI Programs. 

12.6  Reimbursement Process 
During the tenure of the project period, grant awardees will be permitted to submit reimbursement requests 
for eligible project costs incurred. Eligible costs must be included in the grant awardee’s approved project 
budget submitted at the proposal stage. Reimbursement requests may be submitted no more than every 90 
days and no less than every six (6) months. Grant awardees must submit proof of payment to suppliers and 
vendors and remain compliant with all aspects of 23 CFR 680 throughout the project’s life to be eligible for 
reimbursement.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2023-03500/p-400
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-G/part-680
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13 DISCLAIMER AND RESERVATION OF RIGHTS 
13.1  Disclaimer 
This document does not commit WisDOT to agree, nor does it obligate WisDOT to pay for any costs incurred 
in preparing or submitting proposal(s) or in anticipation of an agreement. By submitting a proposal, a 
proposer disclaims any right to be paid for such costs. 

In no event is WisDOT to be bound by, or liable for, any obligations concerning the costs anticipated in a 
proposal until such time (if at all) as the agreement, in form and substance satisfactory to WisDOT, has been 
executed and authorized by WisDOT and approved by all required authorities and then, only to the extent 
outlined in the executed agreement. 

13.2  Reservation of Rights 
WisDOT, as the administrator of the WEVI Program and NEVI Formula Funding, retains the following rights at 
its discretion: 

1. To adjust the number of anticipated grant awards, either increasing or decreasing them. 

2. To cancel a grant award at any point before issuing the final grant award agreement without 

incurring any liability if a proposer/conditional grant awardee is deemed in non-performance 

or non-compliance. 

3. To gather or obtain data from any relevant source that can enhance the understanding and 

evaluation of the proposals. 

4. To waive weaknesses, discrepancies, informalities, omissions, or minor irregularities found in 

a proposal and to request and receive clarifications regarding the proposal. 

5. To grant funds to a different proposer if the initially awarded proposer is unable or unwilling 

to complete the site and achieve commissioned status. 

6. To reject any or all proposals that do not follow the guidelines of the grant proposal packet. 

7. To modify the RFP process or issue a new RFP in case of a change in state or federal law or 

other program guidance changes. 
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APPENDIX A  
Proposal Checklist, Required Submission Materials, and Instructions 

Appendix A lists the following forms required to submit a Round 1.5 proposal. These materials have a 
release date of October 14, 2024 and can be found on the Electrification of Wisconsin webpage. See Table 2-1 
for more information on the program schedule. 

Proposers must prepare a complete proposal submission package for each EV charger project site seeking 
funding. There is no limit to the number of proposals a single proposer can submit. A complete proposal 
package consists of the following required proposal items, as further detailed in the Proposal Checklist and 
Instructions below. 

Proposal Submission Materials:  

Completeness Components: 

1. Designation of Confidential and Proprietary Information (DOA-3027) 

2. Proposer Compliance Certification Statement 

3. Preliminary Site Agreement Form 

Technical Compliance: 

4. Project Technical Compliance Information 

5. Utility Coordination Form 

6. Environmental Readiness Questionnaire 

7. Site Plan and Design Information 

8. Proposal Budget and Financial Requirements Documentation 

Narrative Components: 

9. Project Approach and Responsiveness Narrative 

10. Project Team Qualifications 

11. Additional Supporting Documentation  

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/multimodal/electrification.aspx
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APPENDIX B 
Standard Terms and Conditions 

Outlined on the following pages in Appendix B are the standard terms and conditions that will apply to 
contracts awarded through this RFP. These terms and conditions may be applicable with the structure of the 
program. 
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APPENDIX C 
Acronyms and Definitions 

ACRONYMS 

Abbreviation / 
Acronym 

Definition 

23 CFR 680 National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Standards and Requirements 

AFC Alternative Fuel Corridors 

ADA Americans with Disabilities Act 

BIL Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

CCS Combined Charging System 

CFR Code of Federal Regulations 

DCFC Direct Current Fast Charger 

DER Distributed Energy Resources 

EV Electric Vehicle 

EVSE Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment 

FHWA Federal Highway Administration 

FFY Federal Fiscal Year 

NACS North American Charging Standard 

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

NEVI  National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Program  

NoA Notice of Acceptance 

NoC Notice of Completion 

NoS Notice of Selection 

NTP Notice to Proceed 

O&M Operations and Maintenance 

Q&A Questions and Answers 

RFP Request for Proposal 

USDOT United States Department of Transportation 

WEVI Wisconsin Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 

WisDOT Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
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