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Madison Beltline Desirable Level of Service (LOS) 
Congestion is described by Level of Service (LOS) that indicates how well traffic is operating on a scale of A (excellent) to F (poor). 

WisDOT desires LOS D on the Beltline because of its importance to the state and national highway system; however, it may not 
always be feasible to improve congested facilities to the desirable LOS value. 

� Highest quality of service 
� Free flow traffic LOS A � No delays 
� Few restrictions on maneuverability or speed 

� Stable flow traffic 
� No delays LOS B � Speed slightly restricted 
� Low restriction on maneuverability 

�Stable traffic flow 
�Minimal delays LOS C 
�Less freedom to select speed 

�Notable delays 
�Traffic flow becoming unstable LOS D 
�Speeds subject to sudden change 

� Considerable delays (i.e. back-ups) 
� Unstable traffic flow LOS E � Speeds change quickly 
� Maneuverability is low 

� Considerable delays (i.e. back-ups) 
� Heavily congested LOS F � Demand exceeds capacity 
� Speeds vary greatly 


