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VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
WIS 27

Chippewa/Rusk County Line to US 8
Rusk County

Aug. 12, 2024

WisDOT Project ID 8180-00-01/81

More information is available for review on the project website: https.//wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nw/wis27rusk/default.aspx
Deaf, hard-of-hearing, deaf-blind and speech-disabled persons should contact the Wisconsin Relay Service by dialing 711.



Project Team

Tyson Pelkofer, PE WisDOT Design Consultant: AECOM
WisDOT Project Manager

Office: (715) 340-9495 Zach Larson, PE
Tyson.Pelkofer@dot.wi.gov Project Manager, AECOM

Dave Koepp, PE

WisDOT Project Supervisor
Office: (715) 563-8402
David.Koepp@dot.wi.gov

Project website
https://wisconsindot.qov/Pages/projects/by-region/nw/wis27rusk/default.aspx
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https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nw/wis27rusk/default.aspx

Purpose of this Meeting

= Provide basic information about the project
* Project location
* Purpose and need
* Proposed activities and impacts
* Proposed schedule
= Hear your thoughts and comments on the project

=| et you know where to find more information
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Project Location

o About WIS 27:

= Minor arterial

= Typical section:
 Two 12-foot lanes
» 5-foot paved shoulders

= Average Annual Daily Traffic
County: 4,455, 18.7% truck
traffic

= Deer Tail Creek Bridge /
Ambrose Road
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
WIS 27 is a minor arterial rural road in Rusk County between Cornell and Ladysmith.
The project segment is about 12 miles long from the Rusk/Chippewa County Line to US 8 passing over Flambeau River and through the towns of Grant and Willard.
The current roadway is two lanes with a 12-foot lane in each direction and 5-foot, paved shoulders.
As of 2022, the corridor has an average annual daily traffic county of 4,455, and truck traffic makes up 18.7% of its traffic. 
The corridor encompasses two bridges, but only Bridge B-54-46 spanning Deer Tail Creek at the intersection with Ambrose Road has proposed work.
Project cost range: $7M - $8M


Project Information
* Project Purpose:

= Preserve the roadway and maintain the utility of the corridor for
agricultural, recreational, residential and commercial travel.

* Project Needs
= Pavement deterioration
= Qutdated traffic signal equipment
= Qutdated railroad crossing and signals
= Guardrail that doesn’'t meet design standards
= Non-ADA-compliant curb ramps
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the project is to preserve the roadway asset and maintain the utility of the corridor for agricultural, recreational, residential and commercial travel. 

The project needs consist of the following:
Pavement deterioration: 
The existing pavement is showing signs of wear and tear including minor rutting and cracks. Overall, Pavement Condition Index (PCI) of the corridor is 53.7 on a scale of 1-100, indicating a need for maintenance and rehabilitation efforts. 
The concrete surface of the bridge over Deer Tail creek near Ambrose Road is in poor condition.
Traffic signal work: 
The traffic signal equipment at the WIS 27/Port Arthur Road intersection is in need of upgrade
Railroad work: 
The railroad crossing approximately 650 feet south of US 8 needs to be replaced, and the railroad signals need to be upgraded.
Guardrail work:
The existing guardrail along the corridor is in poor condition and no longer meets current design standards.
Curb ramp work:
The existing sidewalk curb ramps do not meet the Americans With Disabilities Act standards and need to be upgraded.



Proposed Improvements

» Alternative 1: No build
» Alternative 2. Pavement resurfacing (Preferred alternative)
= Roadway:

* Remove the top layer (approximately 2 inches) of asphalt.
* Place 3 inches of new asphalt.

= Bridge:
 Make concrete surface repairs to the Deer Tail Creek Bridge.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As part of the environmental process, we are required to look at alternatives.  
Alternative 1 is a no-build option, and it’s used as baseline against which other alternatives are compared.
	This alternative would provide for routine maintenance to continue, but no other actions would be taken. It would result in further deterioration of the roadway. This option would result in future higher maintenance costs and 	the potential for reduced highway safety.
Alternative 2 is a pavement resurfacing and is the preferred alternative.  
	This alternative includes milling 2 inches of existing asphalt from the roadway, paving 3 inches of new asphalt and making concrete surface repairs to the Deer Tail Creek Bridge.




Proposed Improvements

= Other project work includes:
» Upgrading the railroad crossing and railroad signals south of US 8.
* Upgrading traffic signals and sidewalk curb ramps.
* Replacing or repairing culverts.
* Repairing an embankment.
* Cleaning ditches.
 Making spot curb and gutter repair.
* Replacing guardrail and pavement markings.
» Completing shouldering work.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Secondary proposed improvements include:
	Railroad crossing and signal upgrades at the crossing 650 feet south of US 8.
	Traffic signal upgrades at Port Arthur Road
	Culvert replacement or repair throughout the project
	Guardrail, curb and gutter, and curb ramp upgrades
	Pavement marking, shouldering, and the structure repair for the bridge over Deer Tail Creek near Ambrose Road.
	




Proposed Traffic Impacts

* Motorists will encounter:

= Temporary lane closures controlled by flaggers.
» Roadway will reopen to traffic by the end of the workday.

= Temporary traffic signals at Deer Tail Creek to maintain a single lane
of traffic .

= Detour required for railroad replacement area.
» School bus routes may be affected during construction.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Construction will require temporary lane closures controlled by flagging operations. 
Roadway will be open to traffic by the end of the workday.
A single lane of traffic controlled by temporary traffic signals will be maintained over the Deer Tail Creek Bridge.
School bus routes may be affected during construction and will be coordinated with.



Proposed Traffic Impacts

» Railroad crossing replacement will
result in the temporary closure of
WIS 27.

= Proposed detour: US 8, WIS 73
and WIS 64

= Closure: Estimated at
approximately two weeks
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Railroad crossing replacement and crossing signal upgrades will result in the full closure of WIS 27.
The proposed detour route will be US 8, WIS 73 and WIS 64.
The detour is expected to be in place for approximately two weeks.


Potential Project Impacts

* Design impacts
= Permanent and temporary right-of way impacts are expected for
curb ramp upgrades.

= Minor temporary easements may be required for culvert
Installations.

= \Wetland impacts are anticipated in culvert replacement and repair
areas.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Design impacts are as follows:
Permanent and temporary right-of way impact are expected for curb ramp upgrades. 
Minor temporary easements may be required for culvert installations.
Wetland impacts are anticipated in culvert replacement and repair areas and are being coordinated with the DNR.



Project Update/Next Steps

* Public comment period: August 2024 — Sept. 13, 2024
* Final plan submittal: August 2027
» Construction: 2028

= Construction could be advanced to 2027 if funding becomes
available.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The design project schedule is shown.  

We are currently receiving comments until Sept. 13, 2024.

Final plans will be submitted in August 2027.

Construction will start in 2028. If funds become available, construction could be advanced until 2027.


Public Input & Comments

* Provide by Sept. 13, 2024, by:
= Phone: (715) 340-9495
= Email: Tyson.Pelkofer@dot.wi.gov

= Mail: Wisconsin Department of
Transportation
718 W. Clairemont Ave.

Eau Claire, W| 54701
Attn.: Tyson Pelkofer
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Deaf, hard-of-hearing, deaf-

blind, and speech-disabled

persons should contact the

Wisconsin Relay Service by
dialing 711.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As part of the public involvement process, we are seeking public input. Please mail any written comments about the project before Sept. 13, 2024. You can also email or call in your comments to the contact listed. 

Your comments assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public as well as the needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout the design process.
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