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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the public involvement meeting for the WIS 105 structure project in Douglas County. 

As online meetings and presentations are an excellent communication format, this meeting information is being provided virtually as well as in person to involve the public in the project’s decision-making process. Additional exhibits and handouts are on the project’s design website.








Meeting Overview

• Location
• Purpose
• Need
• Details and Conceptual Solutions
• Blatnik Bridge Impact

• Schedule
• Traffic Impacts
• Business Coordination
• Public Comment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My name is Stephanie King, and I am the design project manager for the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. Caitlin Bukovitz is the design project leader.

This public involvement meeting is being held to inform you about this upcoming project and gather public input on the proposal as that results in a better project.  
 
Here are some of the topics that we will cover:

Location
Purpose
Need
Details and Solutions
Blatnik Bridge Impacts
Schedule
Traffic Impacts
Business Coordination
Public Comment




Location

• Douglas County, Wis.
1.3 mile west of WIS 35 

(Tower Avenue)
 1,500 feet, centered 

around unnamed 
tributary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed improvement project consists of one structure, approximately 1,500 feet of WIS 105 in Douglas County.

The project is approximately 1.3 mile west of WIS 35 at an unnamed tributary of the Pokegama River

Some basic facts about WIS 105:
• Is a 65-foot restricted state long truck route.  
• Connects to MN 39, the St. Louis River bridge and the state of Minnesota to the west.  
•The average annual daily traffic count is 3,158 vehicles; of that, 7.9% is truck traffic.




Purpose
• The purpose of the 

project is to preserve 
and maintain the 
service life of the 
roadway.

• The need for this 
project was discovered 
during investigation for 
the current project.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the proposed project is to preserve and maintain the service life of the roadway surface on WIS 105

When drainage was being reviewed during the design of the project being constructed in 2024 and 2025, the issues with the existing culvert were discovered. We were unable to add such a large and complex item to the project that started this year, so another project was proposed.



Need
• The hydraulic capacity of the 

existing culvert is severely 
deficient.

• The velocity of the water is 
causing severe scour.

• The scour is intensifying the 
slope failures the current project 
is repairing.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The need for the project is to address the low hydraulic capacity of the existing culvert, which is causing high water velocity. The high water velocity is causing scour, which is undermining the slope and contributing to slope failures. The current project is repairing the slope failures.



Details and Conceptual Solutions

• A bridge is proposed 
to replace the 
culvert.

• The culvert would 
be removed.

• Guardrail would be 
installed.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed project includes removing the existing culvert half at a time, building the structure (currently expected to be a bridge), installing guardrail and grading to accommodate the new roadway design.



Blatnik Bridge Impact

• Construction has been moved from 
2027 to 2026.
The Blatnik Bridge, set to be replaced, 

is expected to close to traffic in 2027.
This change will allow free flow of traffic 

on WIS 105 and use of the Oliver Bridge 
once the Blatnik Bridge is closed. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Construction originally was scheduled for 2027. However, based on some public input, the project has been moved from 2027 to 2026.
The Blatnik Bridge, scheduled for replacement, is expected to close to traffic in 2027.
Moving the date of the WIS 105 project means the roadway will be open to traffic, including motorists who want to use the Oliver Bridge to cross the St. Louis River.





Schedule

Comments 
due Dec. 
20, 2024

• Environmental 
document 
comment period

• Preliminary 
design and 
investigation

Spring 2025 
– August 

2025

• Final design 
plans and 
contract 
language

June 2026

• Construction 
begins

October 
2026

• Construction 
ends

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the current project schedule. 

Currently, we are in the preliminary design phase, investigating the project’s existing conditions, safety and roadway issues. The preliminary design process requires WisDOT to take into account the effect the project will have on the social and natural environment. 

State and federal laws require WisDOT to obtain comments on the potential effects of planned projects through the environmental documentation process. This is the time to provide comments on the structure project via the written comment sheet or by emailing the project design staff. The public comment period ends on Dec. 20, 2024. 

During construction in 2026, the culvert would be removed and the structure constructed.




Traffic Impacts - 2026
• WIS 105 will be reduced to 

one lane at the structure.
Truck detour: MN 23, US 2 

and WIS 35
Access to properties during 

construction will be 
maintained but may be by 
alternative routes.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During construction in 2026, WIS 105 will be reduced to a one-lane bypass controlled by temporary traffic signals. Truck traffic will be detoured. Access to properties during construction will be maintained. 



Business Coordination

• Visit wisconsindot.gov/together
Tips, tools and resources

• Project team is here to help
• What information would help you…

• Inform customers about the project? 
• Coordinate with suppliers?
• Communicate with employees?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Knowing that businesses located in work zones have special needs and it's critical that customers have access, WisDOT created the In This Together program. 

It includes tips, such as working with the Chamber of Commerce and other businesses, tools and resources such as worksheets on project timelines and examples of what businesses have done elsewhere. It also offers questions to ask to ensure business owners have a firm understanding of the project schedule and that temporary directional signage is in place and any detours or parking needs can be communicated to customers in a timely manner. 
 
We ask all businesses to check out the In This Together resource guide sooner rather than later and reach out to project staff as questions arise. 



• Submit comments to WisDOT Project Leader Caitlin Bukovitz by:
Phone: (715) 392-7975
Email: caitlin.bukovitz@dot.wi.gov
Mail: Wisconsin Department of Transportation
           1701 N. 4th St.
          Superior, WI 54880-1068

         Attn.: Caitlin Bukovitz
Comment form: 

• https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nw/wis105dc/default.aspx

Public Comment

Public 
comment 

period ends 
Dec. 20, 2024

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We encourage members of the community to stay engaged by visiting the project website and reaching out to us with questions, thoughts or concerns regarding our proposed work by phone, email or mail. Comment forms can be found on the project website; the public comment period ends December 20, 2024. 

Thank you for your interest in this project.
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