
OFF-PREMISE SIGNS CHECKLIST
Wisconsin Department of Transportation

DT1685     3/2007     s.84.30(4), Wis. Stats.
This checklist will help in determining when the criteria established for this sign category is met.  Use this in addition to the "Applicant Instructions" on form DT1680 Outdoor Sign Installation Application and Permit.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

1.
Complete page three of the permit application to verify that the land on which the sign will be located is zoned for business (commercial, industrial, manufacturing, etc.) as based upon the criteria below.  Agricultural zoning is not considered business zoning for the purposes of signing.  Conditional use zoning cannot be used for the purposes of signing.

Along interstate highways:
a.
The land must have been within the corporate boundary of a city or village on or before September 1, 1959 and today zoned commercial or industrial (written proof of corporate inclusion is required);  OR
b.
The land must have been zoned commercial or industrial on or before September 1, 1959 and is still similarly zoned.

Along highways other than interstates:
a.
The land shall be zoned for business.  The following are indications of business zoning:  access roads, public utilities and services, complementary zoning and use of surrounding parcels, and taxation as a business.

b.
If the land is unzoned, there shall be a functioning business within 800 feet of the proposed sign, on the same side of the highway.  
(NOTE:  The following items are examples of the types of evidence that will be considered when evaluating whether an unzoned area qualifies for outdoor advertising signs:  a seller’s permit, a sales tax number, on-property signing, media ads, and credits for eligible business expenses on IRS tax forms.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

2.
If the proposed sign is outside of an incorporated city or village, the sign shall be at least 300 feet* (500 feet* along interstates or other freeways) from:

a.
Any intersection at-grade, or from any interchange ramp end, as applicable, and
b.
Any other sign (except on-property or official signs), on the same side of the highway.

If the proposed sign is inside an incorporated city or village, the sign shall be at least 100 feet* (500 feet* for interstates or other freeways) from any other sign (except on-property or official signs), on the same side of the highway.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3.
If the proposed sign is along an interstate or other freeway and outside of an incorporated city or village, the sign shall be at least 500 feet* from any rest area or wayside.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4.
The proposed sign shall not display any flashing or moving lights.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

5.
The proposed sign shall not be placed in a park, rest area, or officially designated scenic area.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

6.
There are no scenic easements or deed restrictions, which apply at the proposed sign site.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

7.
The proposed sign shall not resemble an official highway sign or device.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

8.
If erected, the proposed sign shall not become a highway hazard.  For example, the sign shall not block the vision of a motorist on a side road or street.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

9.
The proposed sign shall not block the motorist's view of an official highway sign or device, or any other lawfully erected sign.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10.
The proposed sign shall not be built on highway right-of-way.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

11.
The proposed sign is visible without clearing vegetation from the highway right-of-way.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

12.
When a proposed sign will be built in designated wetlands, the applicant is responsible for obtaining approval from the appropriate regulatory agency, for example, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or the U.S. Corp of Engineers.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

13.
Is electric service to the proposed sign required?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes - Notify the Regional Utility Permit Coordinator.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

14.
Has the Trans. 233 requirement on the permit application been checked?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

15.
The applicant is reminded that access from any highway travel lane for installation, maintenance, or repair of a sign is expressly prohibited.
*
Measure along the highway from the beginning or ending of the pavement widening at the exit from or the entrance to the main-traveled way.

