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Agricultural Roads Improvement Program (ARIP) 
Guidelines and Requirements 2024 
November 1, 2024 

 

Program Overview 
The following guidelines inform potential applicants about the Agricultural Roads Improvement Program 
(ARIP). It is designed to supplement the Local Roads Improvement Program (LRIP) Guidelines and 
Requirements document, which can be found here. However, potential ARIP applicants must follow ARIP 
Guidelines and Requirements 2024. Knowledge of LRIP procedures will be helpful though some of the 
ARIP procedures will not be the same as LRIP.  

Program Objective  
The new (2024) Agricultural Roads Improvement Program (ARIP) is a one-time State (SEG) funded grant 
appropriation in the 2023-2025 biennium. This program sets aside $150 million to reimburse local 
governments to improve deteriorating Class B and weight-restricted roads functionally classified as local 
roads or minor collectors that restrict the ability of agricultural and forestry producers to transport load 
of goods. The highway, bridge, or culvert improved by the project must provide access to agricultural lands 
or facilities to produce agricultural goods, including forest products, and roadways must be used by at 
least one producer. The program is housed under the Local Roads Improvement Program (LRIP) statute, 
and is law, according to  Wis. Stat. 86.31 (3o). 

ARIP is a reimbursement program, which may pay up to a maximum of 90% of total eligible project costs, 
with the balance of the eligible costs funded by the political subdivision where the work is performed. If 
a project is the result of an agreement among more than one applicant, the project award/agreement 
shall identify one political subdivision as the primary sponsor for project reimbursement requests. Two 
political subdivisions may also submit a joint application that may ultimately result in two separate but 
associated ARIP project awards.  

(Note: Joint applications are evaluated by the ARIP Discretionary Selection Committee based on the 
application’s merit). 

Application Deadline and Process 
ARIP application materials will be hosted on AccessGov, an online application site. Paper applications 
that can be completed via form-fillable PDF are available upon request. Applications for the second ARIP 
solicitation round must be submitted before Monday September 30, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. CST. Additional 
tentative deadlines can be found in this document. Please note, there is a limit of two (2) applications 
per sponsor per ARIP solicitation. The ARIP application, and application instructions, can be found here: 
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/arip.aspx 

Instructions for how to register for AccessGov can be found in Appendix D of this document.  

 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/lrip/guidelines.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.31(3o)
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/arip.aspx
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ARIP Round 1 Applicants – Application Roll Forward Option 

Upon request, applicants whose projects were not selected for award in the ARIP Round 1 project 
solicitation will have the opportunity to roll forward their Round 1 application for consideration in the 
Round 2 project solicitation. To initiate this process, please fill out the rollover form linked below and 
submit no later than the Round 2 application deadline of September 30th, 2024 by 5:00pm.  

https://wi.accessgov.com/wisdot/Forms/Page/dtimexternal/2b084cd6-123f-477f-86b7-
9053eabb39f2/c7991238-2a79-43c6-96ca-71bd87964107 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to consider revising or adding further detail to their application as 
specific information about what projects entail, the current state of the road, or additional producer 
information may improve the project score or be helpful to the selection committee. 

Applicants looking to make changes to their previous application are encouraged to submit well in 
advance of this deadline. Please note, rollover applications will count towards the two application 
maximum in the Round 2 solicitation.  

 
ARIP General Requirements 
The following is a list of general requirements for the ARIP program. A Project Checklist (Appendix F) is 

also provided for assistance in managing the project. 

• State law prohibits WisDOT from awarding ARIP projects after June 23rd, 2026. It also prohibits 
WisDOT from reimbursing project cost after June 23rd, 2028. To ensure reimbursement by June 
23, 2028, reimbursement requests must be sent to WisDOT by June 1, 2028. WisDOT cannot 
guarantee reimbursement requests received after June 1, 2028 can be processed prior to the 
June 23, 2028 deadline.  

• All proposed projects must comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws, and program 
policy.  

• The project roadway width must meet the minimum design standards and include both the 
traveled way and shoulder pursuant to ch. Trans 204.03 and ch. Trans 205.03(2). 

• ARIP funding is only available for improvements on existing county highways, city streets, village 
streets, and town roads under the authority of the local unit of government pursuant to s.86.31 
(1)(f), Wis. Stats. 

• A project is not eligible for ARIP funds if any other federal aid or state aid funds will be identified 
as eligible costs for the project. Ineligible costs, such as costs for utilities or landscaping, can be 
funded via other public funding sources (as long as they are not claimed as eligible costs for 
ARIP).  

• An engineering certification is required when the total eligible costs are greater than $65,000 
pursuant to s.86.31(2)(e), Wis. Stats. Refer to the Engineer’s Certification section and Appendix 
R in the LRIP Guidelines Document. Therefore, prior to submitting reimbursement requests, 
project costs must be attested to by an engineer with an itemized invoice to WisDOT.  

• All ARIP projects must have a 10-year design life pursuant to s.86.31(1)(b), Wis. Stats. The same 
project location cannot be submitted more than once within a 10-year period.  

https://wi.accessgov.com/wisdot/Forms/Page/dtimexternal/2b084cd6-123f-477f-86b7-9053eabb39f2/c7991238-2a79-43c6-96ca-71bd87964107
https://wi.accessgov.com/wisdot/Forms/Page/dtimexternal/2b084cd6-123f-477f-86b7-9053eabb39f2/c7991238-2a79-43c6-96ca-71bd87964107
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/lrip/guidelines.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/lrip/guidelines.pdf
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• WisDOT will not approve removing an existing asphalt road and replacing it with gravel.  
• Projects must be built to appropriate standards unless an Exception to Standards has been 

requested and approved by WisDOT prior to construction. Contact the ARIP Program Manager 
or your WisDOT region local program manager for more information. 

• If new bicycle and pedestrian facilities are included as part of a project, the project recipient is 
required to have a resolution authorizing the construction of these facilities pursuant to 
s.84.01(35), Wis. Stats. A resolution is not required if removing or replacing existing bicycle or 
pedestrian facilities. 

• WisDOT signs and emails an executed State Municipal Project Agreement (SMA) for each 
approved ARIP project. The project recipient/sponsor must receive a signed SMA from WisDOT 
prior to reimbursable work/construction starting. 

• Project Options Not Allowed in ARIP: 
o ARIP projects are not eligible for change management cost increase requests.  
o No project substitutions are allowed in ARIP. 
o No transfers of funding are allowed in ARIP. 
o If recipient/sponsor is unable to use the funds approved for their project, the funds shall 

be returned to WisDOT. 
o Project savings are not allowed for use on a different project. Savings will be returned to 

WisDOT. 
• ARIP projects for bridges or culverts must include associated pavement work in order to be 

eligible. This associated pavement work can include approach work, meaning the culvert/bridge 
project component does not necessarily need to be part of a larger roadway improvement 
project.  

• ARIP projects must meet the following requirements:  
o  Be advertised for bids for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper pursuant to 

s.985.07(2), Wis. Stats. and s.985.01(1m), Wis. Stats. Refer to the Advertising 
Requirements section of this document for additional information. 

o  ARIP projects must be let to contract to the lowest responsible bidder. Towns, cities, 
and villages may not use their own work forces or equipment on an ARIP project. Please 
see the Award Requirements section of this document for additional information. 

o The total of all approved ARIP reimbursements cannot exceed 90% of the total eligible 
project costs.  

o Reimbursements for costs incurred from ARIP projects must be submitted by June 1, 
2028. 

o An ARIP project does not need to be complete to request reimbursement. Eligible ARIP 
projects are reimbursable not more frequently than quarterly.  

• The project must meet all of the following eligibility requirements laid out in Wis. Stat. 86.31 
(3o)(b):  

o The project is to improve a highway functionally classified by the department as a local 
road or minor collector or a bridge or culvert on a highway functionally classified by the 
department as a local road or minor collector. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.31(3o)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.31(3o)(b)
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o If the project is solely for the improvement of a bridge or culvert, the bridge or culvert is 
20 feet or less in length and is not eligible for funding under a federal program providing 
funding for bridge improvements. 

o The highway, bridge, or culvert provides access to agricultural lands or facilities used for 
the production of agricultural goods, including forest products, and is used by at least 
one agricultural producer. 

o The highway or the highway upon which the bridge or culvert is located is designated as 
a class “B” highway under Wis Stat. 349.15 due to structural deficiencies or has been 
subject to a posted weight limitation for at least one month during the previous year. 

o After completion of the project, the project will not be designated as a class “B” highway 
under s. 349.15 and will not be subject to a posted weight limitation other than under 
extraordinary or emergency circumstances. 
 Wis. Stat. 86.31 (3o) (k):  No highway, bridge, or culvert improved under this 

subsection may be designated as a class “B” highway under Wis Stat. 349.15 or 
be subject to a posted weight limitation other than under extraordinary or 
emergency circumstances unless the political subdivision having jurisdiction 
over the highway, bridge, or culvert obtains a pavement or structural analysis 
performed by a professional engineer or the county highway commissioner for 
the county in which the highway, bridge, or culvert is located supports the 
weight limitation and certifies to the department the reason for the weight 
limitation. 

o The highway, bridge, or culvert is maintained by a political subdivision. 
• To the extent applicable, counties, towns, cities, and villages will abide with any relevant Wis. 

Admin. Code Trans. 206 requirements. 

ARIP Project Review 
WisDOT will review ARIP projects to ensure compliance with WisDOT policies and statutory 
requirements. A review may be conducted at any time.  

ARIP Project Selection Committee 
The ARIP Project Selection Committee will review all applications and give their recommendations for 
awarding ARIP funding. Committee members are appointed by the WisDOT Secretary. Per Wis. Stat. 
86.31(3o)(j):  

The committee shall consist of members appointed by the secretary, have geographically diverse 
representation, and include as members representatives of agricultural industries and political 
subdivisions with jurisdiction over highways, bridges, or culverts that are eligible for grants.  

Final ARIP project awards are announced by the WisDOT Secretary. 

ARIP Project Ranking Criteria 
ARIP projects are ranked and rated based on criteria provided in Wis. Stat. 86.31 (3o)(c). Below is a list 
of criteria considered by the discretionary selection committee: 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/349.15
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1. Access Improvement - Score based on the number of agricultural producers benefiting from the 
project.  

2. Reduction in Costs - Score based on the reduction in: 
o Repeated trips at reduced weights  
o Labor costs  
o Fuel costs  
o Mileage upon and damage to equipment  
o Other  

3. Positive Economic Impact – Tiered application score awarded based on the following economic 
criteria: 

o Number of employees affected  
o Amount of agricultural product sales affected  

4. Feasibility of Access - Score based on if the road/structure provides the only feasible access to 
agricultural lands or facilities. 

5. Government Fiscal/Administrative Difficulties - Score based on demonstrated fiscal or administrative 
difficulties faced by the local government.  

o Economic data provided by Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) confirming the applicant 
is in the bottom quartile of equalized value for its municipality type. 

o Availability of administrative staff to assist in project delivery. 
6. Transportation of Agricultural Goods - Tiered application score awarded based on the estimated 

amount of agricultural goods to be transported. 
7. Multi-Producer Access - Score based on multiple agricultural producers (i.e., more than one) 

benefiting from improved access. 
8. Program Selection Committee Discretionary Rating – This is a discretionary score to be applied to 

each application based upon the assessments of the selection committee based on a wholistic 
review of provided materials, including the project narrative section. 

9. Statewide Geographic Distribution – Per Wis.Stats.86.31(3o)(d), the department shall attempt to 
award grants under this subsection to political subdivisions in all geographic areas of the state. 

ARIP Project Improvement Types  
PAVEMENT REPLACEMENT 

Structural improvement to the pavement structure or removal of the total thickness of all existing 
asphalt and concrete paving layers from an existing roadway and providing a new paved surface without 
changing the subgrade. It may include restoration of the base aggregate by adding more material before 
repaving or adding base aggregate open-graded with a drainage system. It generally involves no 
improvement in capacity or geometrics. Pavement replacement may include some elimination or 
shielding of roadside obstacles, culvert replacement, signals, pavement marking, signing and 
intersection improvements. 

Pavement replacement projects may require additional right-of-way. 

RECONSTRUCTION 

Total rebuilding of an existing highway to improve maintainability, safety, geometrics, and traffic 
service. It is accomplished basically on existing alignment and major elements may include flattening of 
hills and grades, improvement of curves, widening of the roadbed and elimination or shielding of 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/86.31(3o)(d)
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roadside obstacles. Normally, reconstruction will require additional right-of-way. It includes rebuilding 
both the pavement structure and subgrade. It also includes widening of urban streets to widen lanes or 
to add parking, bicycle accommodations or auxiliary lanes or adding sidewalks. Removing parking 
together with pavement replacement is in this category because this increases the traffic carrying 
capacity of the roadway without constructing new through travel lanes. 

STRUCTURE 

Rehabilitation (repair, restoration, or replacement of the components of the existing structure including 
asphaltic surfacing or concrete overlays, as well as measures taken to correct safety defects) or 
replacement of an existing structure. 

Eligible ARIP projects including a bridge or culvert must have associated roadwork. This associated 
pavement work can include approach work, meaning the culvert/bridge project component does not 
necessarily need to be part of a larger roadway improvement project.  

ARIP Project Costs 
Eligible ARIP Project Costs 

Reimbursable costs are subject to the maximum grant amount allowable under the ARIP grant toward 
the completion of the project, that are an integral part of the street and road construction. Eligible costs 
may include feasibility studies, design, engineering, grading, base, paving, right-of-way acquisition or 
other related engineering costs. 

Ineligible ARIP Project Costs 

• New roads or improvements to alleys or parking lots, pursuant to Wis Stat. 86.31 (1)(f). 
• Maintenance costs including patching, single sealcoats, and grading to maintain gravel 

roads. 
• Utility costs including new installation or alterations of sanitary sewers and connections, 

storm sewer laterals, water, gas, electric, telephone, police or fire alarm facilities, 
parking meters, street signs, streetlights, and similar utilities. 

• The cost to advertise the project. 
• The cost of the title or other associated fees to purchase real estate. 
• Costs that are incurred prior to the final signature on the SMA. 
• Other repairs made to the roads that will not result in the removal of weight 

restrictions.  
 

If WisDOT or a federal or other state agency having jurisdiction determines that any material or work is 
deficient for whatever reason, sponsor/recipient shall require the replacement of whatever materials or 
the correction of whatever work is necessary to cure the deficiency. Sponsor/recipient shall not use any 
WisDOT grant funds as provided for in ARIP or sponsor/recipient funds to pay for the replacement or 
correction required. 
 
There may be exceptions to the list of eligible and ineligible improvements. To confirm eligibility, contact 
the ARIP Program Manager for more information.  
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Should any element of cost billed on an invoice be questioned by WisDOT as to its eligibility, WisDOT will 
hold reimbursement for that cost item until questions concerning the cost item are resolved to the 
satisfaction of WisDOT. 
 
State Municipal Project Agreement (SMA) 
Project recipients must receive a signed SMA from WisDOT prior to incurring reimbursable costs or 
beginning construction. It is important that you do not begin work on your project prior to receiving a 
signed SMA.  
 
SMAs will be sent out to project award recipients shortly after notification of award. Please carefully 
review the terms and conditions to ensure full compliance with all program requirements and contact 
the ARIP Statewide Program Manager if you have questions. 
 
All modifications to an approved ARIP project require WisDOT approval and must be submitted to 
WisDOT and recipient receiving WisDOT concurrence prior to requesting reimbursement on these 
modifications.  
 

Advertising and Award  
ARIP Project Material Quantities 

• ARIP project sponsors are required to enter in information regarding construction material 
quantities for their awarded project. This quantity information can be entered in and updated at any 
point after award but initial estimates must be submitted prior to submission of the first project 
reimbursement.  

• ARIP material quantities that will be required include: 
o Asphalt (Tons) 
o Bridge Deck (Sq. Ft) 
o Concrete (Sq. Yds) 
o Milling (Sq. Yds) 
o Excavation (Cu. Yds) 
o Grinding (Sq. Yds) 
o Base Course (Tons) 
o Stripping (Linear Ft) 

Note: project sponsor can select “N/A” if the material quantity is not applicable to their ARIP 
project. 

• Please contact your statewide ARIP Program Manager Hillary Pelton if you have any questions. 

Locally Let Advertising Requirements 

• Information on local let advertising must be provided to the department seven (7) days prior to 
the first date of advertisement. This is done by entering let advertising information into the 
ARIPWeb platform at the same time this advertisement is sent to the newspaper, or by the Friday 
prior to the first week of the advertisement posting. Please contact your ARIP Statewide Program 
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Manager if you have any questions. The project recipient/sponsor must receive a signed copy of 
the SMA from WisDOT prior to incurring reimbursable costs or beginning construction.  

• The advertised project must either be built to appropriate standards or have an approved 
Exception to Standards.  

• For help developing bid packages, specifications, or advertisements, contact an engineering 
consultant, or the University of Wisconsin-Madison Transportation Information Center (UW-
TIC). The UW-TIC has sample bid documents that can be adapted for individual use. Call the 
UW-TIC at 1-800-442-4615 for more information or sample documents. 

• It is expected that ARIP projects be advertised in a newspaper. 

• The program requires a Class 2 notice: 

 Pursuant to s. 985.07(2), Wis. Stats, “All notices designated as class 2 notices require 2 
insertions.” 

 Pursuant to s. 985.01(1m), Wis. Stats, “Insertion” when used to indicate the publication of a 
legal notice more than one time, means once each week for consecutive weeks, the last of 
which shall be at least one week before the act or event, unless otherwise specified by law.” 

 Pursuant to s. 990.01(46), Wis. Stats, a "week" is defined as seven consecutive days. 

 
Newspaper Publication Requirements 

 Projects must be advertised in a newspaper as a Class 2 notice. Class 2 notices require two 
insertions – meaning the notice must be published for two consecutive weeks with one week 
elapsing after the final insertion date (§985.01(1m)). No action can be taken before two full 
weeks have elapsed.  

 

 
• Note for clerks: plan a month ahead for your opening/meeting date.  Papers typically need the ad a 

week before the run, so this process would start the last week of June for this example.  
 

Example of noncompliance: 

• July 5 – 1st insertion 
• July 12 – 2nd insertion 
• July 19 – earliest date for any bid 

opening or action to be taken. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/985/07/2
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/985/01/1m
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/990/01/46
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• This would not be compliant because a full week had not elapsed from the second insertion. Even 

though it appeared in the paper twice, statute requires 7 days to elapse from the date of publication 
for each insertion before any bids can be due, opened, or awarded.   

• An advertisement may pertain either to: 

1) An entire specific improvement project. 

2)  One or more logical phases of a specific improvement including, but not limited to, a 
feasibility study, design engineering, grading, base, paving, and road finish materials such 
as hot mix asphalt. 

Note: Once an advertisement has been published for either (1) a complete improvement project, 
or (2) one or more clearly defined, logical phases of a complete improvement project, it is not 
legally permissible for the project recipient to subsequently further split the advertised phase(s) 
of work between multiple contractors, due to the inherent violation of the ARIP competitive bid 
requirement pursuant to s. 86.31(2)(b), Wis. Stats. Award to the lowest bid shall align with the 
advertised phase(s). 

• The advertisement should state that it is an ARIP project. 

• The advertisement should state the date and time in which bids will no longer be accepted. 

• The advertisement should identify the location(s) of the project. 

• The following information should be included in the notification sent to the department: 

• Required 
• Name of Newspaper/Online Platform 
• Date of First Insertion 
• Date of Second Insertion  
• Bid Due Date  
•  

• If available (Note: please provide as many as possible) 
• Contact Name  
• Phone Number 

• July 5 – 1st insertion 
• July 12 – 2nd insertion 
• July 16 – Bid due date/ award date/ opening 

date - NONCOMPLIANT. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/86/31/2/b
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• Email Address  
• Web Address 

Award Requirements 

• The contract must be awarded to the lowest “responsible” bidder pursuant to s. 86.31(2)(b), Wis. 
Stats. Responsible bidder means a person who is financially responsible and has the capacity and 
competence to faithfully and responsibly comply with the terms of the public contract. 
 Negotiated contracts for preliminary engineering (design), feasibility studies and real estate 

purchases are exempt from the responsible bidder requirement. 
 Project recipients/sponsors should establish guidelines and criteria for selecting bids prior to 

bid opening. Once established, bids may be deemed not “responsible” based on project 
recipient guidelines and criteria. Acceptable reasons for rejection may include bidder 
qualifications, excessive cost, timing, financial responsibility of the bidder, prior work done by 
the bidder, or other considerations that may affect the potential project. The reason(s) for 
rejection should be documented in the board meeting minutes and submitted to WisDOT. 

 The project recipient/sponsor may readvertise the project if all the submitted bids are 
considered not “responsible” or if no bids are received. 

 A bid can be deemed as not “responsive” if the contractor modifies the bid from the original 
specifications. For example, if the specifications are for hot mix asphalt and the bid received is 
for cold mix asphalt, the project recipient would deem the bid as not “responsive”. If the 
project recipient decides to change the specifications for the project on or after the bid due 
date and prior to award, the project must be readvertised to allow all bidders an opportunity 
to provide revised pricing. 

• The project recipient/sponsor is responsible to ensure that the improvement has been built to the 
specifications identified in the SMA. County road standards are found in ch. Trans 205, “County 
Trunk Highway Standards” (Appendix C of LRIP Guidelines). Town road standards are found in ch. 
Trans 204, “Existing Town Road Improvement Standards”, (Appendix D of LRIP Guidelines). The 
Facilities Development Manual (FDM) can also be found in Appendix C of this document.   

• Counties, towns, cities and villages must abide by all environmental requirements. Contact 
information for the environmental liaisons at the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is 
included in Appendix O of the LRIP Guidelines. The liaisons will help scope the project, review the 
project design, and explain pertinent environmental regulations. 

• ARIP Project Remediation Event: If a remediation event has occurred, the primary project sponsor 
shall take into account its safety remediation plan for the project and applicable site area. A 
remediation event is defined as a planned activity or occasion where an ARIP project sponsor takes 
steps to clean up or mitigate environmental contamination found during construction or at a site 
where an ARIP project is under development. 

Reimbursement Requests 
Eligible ARIP projects are reimbursable not more than quarterly.   
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/86/31/2/b
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/86/31/2/b
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/205
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/lrip/guidelines.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/204/Title
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/204/Title
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/204/Title
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/lrip/guidelines.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/lrip/guidelines.pdf
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Withstanding any issues, and following WisDOT approval and payment authorization, a project 
recipient/sponsor should expect a reimbursement within 30 business days. Program noncompliance can 
jeopardize reimbursement. For information about noncompliance and the appeals process, consult 
Appendix T in the LRIP Guidelines.  
 

ARIPWeb  
The Agricultural Roads Improvement Program (ARIP) web application, known as ARIPWeb, is an online 
application and program management tool used by ARIP program staff, County Highway Commissioners, 
and local government officials. All program documents, including ARIP project applications, State 
Municipal Project Agreements and project reimbursement requests are processed in ARIPWeb. Project 
recipients are able to view project information from current and past ARIP program cycles. 

Once approved, ARIPWeb users can access project information 24 hours a day, 7 days per week. 

The ARIPWeb online application is available for local government officials and County Highway 
Commissioners to: 

• Apply for an ARIP project 
• Access pending tasks via the "View My Work Queue" function 
• Manage their approved ARIP projects 
• Add Advertising Information and/or Material Quantities 
• View project documents 
• Request reimbursement upon completion of their projects 

The ARIPWeb URL is: https://arip.wisconsindot.gov/login 

ARIP project sponsors can login to ARIPWeb using their existing LRIPWeb credentials. If you do not have 
existing LRIPWeb login credentials and need to request access, please contact ARIP Statewide Program 
Manager Hillary Pelton at hillary.pelton@dot.wi.gov. 

 
For any questions or inquiries related to ARIPWeb, please contact ARIPWebSystem@dot.wi.gov.  
 

Reimbursement Request Process 
 
Not more frequently than quarterly, ARIP project sponsors may submit a reimbursement request for 
project costs incurred. ARIP projects will be reimbursed at 100% of incurred costs up to the initial 
project award amount total or 90% of the final bid award, whichever is less. Local sponsors are 
responsible for all costs beyond the maximum ARIP award amount. 
 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/lrip/guidelines.pdf
mailto:ARIPWebSystem@dot.wi.gov
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Every ARIP reimbursement request must include an attestation by a certified engineer in order to be 
considered for reimbursement. The attestation shall confirm that the work contained in the 
reimbursement request was executed in accordance with the project scope, all applicable Wisconsin 
Administrative Code (Trans Code) and statutory requirements, and commonly accepted industry 
standards. If the primary sponsor has a certified engineer on staff, that individual can provide the 
attestation. If not, project sponsors may contract with an outside firm to provide an attestation. Any 
fees incurred during this contracting process would be eligible for reimbursement through the ARIP 
program provided those fees occurred after receipt of an executed SMA for the ARIP project. 
 
Unlike in LRIP, an ARIP project does not need to be complete for a sponsor to submit a reimbursement 
request. The table below shows the ARIP quarterly calendar, which is based on the Wisconsin State 
Fiscal Year (SFY): 
 

Q1 July, August, September 
Q2 October, November, December 
Q3 January, February, March 
Q4 April, May, June 

 
The following documentation must be provided in accordance with ARIP reimbursement requirements. 
Please note that some documents are only required for the first reimbursement and will be kept on file 
to reference for subsequent reimbursement requests. 
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ARIP Program Timeline 
The following is a schedule for the ARIP program cycles and relevant deadlines.  

Schedule Program Activity 

July 2023 State of Wisconsin 2023-2025 biennial budget is approved. WisDOT 
receives the first biennial year’s funds.  

February 6, 2024 First ARIP Application cycle opens. ($50 million funding distribution 
amount). 

April 5, 2024 Deadline to submit an application for the first ARIP project solicitation. 

April 2024 ARIP Selection Committee is established. 

June 2024 ARIP Selection Committee reviews applications for the first ARIP 
Program Cycle and submits award recommendations to WisDOT 
Secretary for final approval. 

July 2024  WisDOT Secretary announces awarded projects for the first ARIP 
Application cycle.  

Fall 2024   WisDOT sends SMAs to ARIP awardees for the first ARIP project 
solicitation.  
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July 31, 2024  Second ARIP Application cycle opens. ($100 million funding distribution 
amount).  

September 30, 2024  Deadline to submit an application for the second ARIP project 
solicitation.  

October/November 2024  ARIP Selection Committee reviews applications for the second ARIP 
Program Cycle and submits award recommendations to WisDOT 
Secretary for final approval. 

December 2024 (tentative) WisDOT Secretary announces awarded projects for the second ARIP 
Application cycle.  

January 2025 (tentative) WisDOT sends SMAs to ARIP awardees for the second ARIP project 
solicitation. 

June 1, 2028 Deadline for local sponsors to submit an ARIP reimbursement request. 
Reimbursement requests received after this date may not be 
processed. 

 

Contact Information  
Please direct all ARIP questions to the ARIP Program Manager Hillary Pelton at hillary.pelton@dot.wi.gov 
or call 608-261-4443. 

mailto:hillary.pelton@dot.wi.gov
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Appendix A: Wisconsin Statute 86.31 (3o) Agricultural Roads Improvement Program Highways 
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Appendix B: Wisconsin Statute 349.15 Authority to Modify Weight Limitations and Classify Highways 
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Appendix C: WisDOT Facilities Development Manual FDM 11-20-01 
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Superscript Notes: 

1 ADT thresholds represent typical “Worst” Case and “Best” Case scenarios for Levels of Service 
(LOS) C, D and middle E. These volumes are based on the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual 
using the assumptions shown in Attachment 1.4. See Section 1.5, “Travel Lanes” section for 
guidance on use of “worst” and “best” case thresholds. See FDM 11-5-3 for further guidance 
on acceptable LOS for Corridors 2030 Routes, Non-Corridors 2030 rural roadways, roadways 
in small urban areas (Pop. < 50,000), and roadways in Urbanized areas (Pop. > 50,000). 

2 LOS C is not obtainable if the traffic signal density is greater than 5 signals per mile. 
3 Design Speeds should be 5 mph greater than the posted speeds. 
4 Based on 2-foot gutter widths. Gutter widths of 1-foot may be used when appropriate. If 1-foot 

gutters are used, then the face-to-face widths might differ from values shown in the table. 
5 Gutter widths are not included. 

Lane widths for Federally Designated Long Truck (i.e. the "National Network" as defined in 23 CFR 
Part 658) Routes are 12-foot (11-foot minimum), but there shall be at least one 12-foot lane in each 
direction. Wide curb lanes, as discussed in Section 1.5, “Travel Lanes”, meets the 12-foot truck lane 
criteria. 
Lane widths for NHS Routes and Arterials and Collectors that are not Federally Designated Truck 
Routes are 12-foot (11-foot minimum) if truck and bus volumes exceed an average of 200/lane/day 
for undivided roadways, and 300/lane/day for divided roadways (e.g., the threshold for urban 
design class 3 (4-lane undivided) is 4 x 200 = 800 trucks per day; the threshold for urban design 
class 4 (4-lane divided) is 4 x 300 = 1,200 trucks per day). 

6 Two lane Connecting Highways and STHs should have curb to curb widths of 36 feet if 
no provisions for parking are to be made. Designs that use parking lanes are 
discouraged. 

7 Department policy in conformance with Federal policy, Wis. Stat. Section 84.01(35) and 
Connections 2030 shall give due consideration to establishing bikeways and pedestrian ways on 
new construction and reconstruction highway projects (including pavement replacement projects) 
funded in whole or part from state or federal funds. FDM 11-46 provides guidance on the process 
and evaluation analyses. In addition, certain bicycle and pedestrian design practices are required 
when applicable, e.g., curb ramps and bicycle-acceptable grates. 

See FDM 11-46 for additional information and guidance on bicycle and pedestrian accommodations and 
policies. 

8 The upper ranges of values include the additional roadway widths between the outside edges of 
the outside travel lanes and the faces of curbs to provide wide curb lanes as discussed in FDM 
11-20-1.5, “Travel Lanes”, or to provide for the various urban needs as listed in FDM 11-20-1.6, 
“Auxiliary and Parking Lanes”. 

9 See FDM 11-35-1.2.3 for bridge width criteria for urban roadways. 
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Signing up for a MyWisconsinID in AccessGov 

1. To create an AccessGov account, you first must sign up for a MyWisconsinID. When you get to a 
login screen, select Public User. 

 

 

2. Select Sign Up at the bottom of the box shown on the next screen 

 
3. Enter your first and last name, as well as your email address, then select Sign Up 

Appendix D: Registering for AccessGov 
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4. Set up both your email verification and password by selecting the Set Up buttons beneath each 
step. Please note – once you complete one step, it will bring you back to this page to complete 
the next. 
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5. After you’ve set up both your email verification and your password, you will be asked to set up 
security methods. You only need to set up one of these items to proceed. Additional security 
methods are optional, not required. The phone option is highly recommended. 
 
Please do not exit this page or select the back button to sign in before setting up at least one 
option. Your account will not be created if you do not select at least one security method. 
 

 
 

6. Once you have set up an additional security method, you can proceed into the application. 
a. Note: you may receive an error message. Don’t be concerned, close internet browser 

and reopen the link to proceed. 
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Appendix E: Example of Engineer’s Certification 
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Agricultural Roads Improvement Program (ARIP)  
Project Checklist 

 
This chronological checklist is provided as an organizational tool and should be used in conjunction with 
the ARIP Guidelines and Requirements for project recipients to monitor a project through each phase of 
the ARIP project life cycle. This is not a required form for the ARIP program. 

 
Check each box as the task is completed. 
 

 Task Action 
Required User Guide Reference 

STATE/MUNICIPAL PROJECT AGREEMENT 

 ☐ 

Monitor the status of the application using the Search 
feature in ARIPWeb.  
 
A State/Municipal Project Agreement (SMA) will be 
emailed to you once the project is processed by 
WisDOT. 

  

☐ 
Review the terms and conditions to ensure full 
compliance with all program requirements.   

PRE-ADVERTISEMENT PREPARATION 

☐ 

Prepare an advertisement for the project based on the 
project scope as outlined in the SMA. The 
advertisement must specify the On Route (street, road, 
etc.) and indicate that the project is part of the ARIP 

program.  

Any changes to the project must be submitted to 
WisDOT as a Change Request and be approved prior to 
posting the advertisement. All phases of the project 
must be advertised. Refer to the Guidelines and 
Requirements manual for additional information. 

  

Appendix F: Program Checklist 
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☐ 
An Engineer’s Certification will be required when 
requesting reimbursement if the total eligible costs for 
the project are greater than $65,000. 

  

☐ 

Reconstruction projects may require a resolution 
authorizing the construction of bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities. Refer to the Guidelines and Requirements for 
additional information. 

  

☐ 

If the project doesn’t meet improvement standards, per 
ch. Trans 204, an Exception to Standards request must 

be submitted and approved by WisDOT prior to posting 
the advertisement. 

  

☐ 
Establish guidelines and criteria for bid selection that 
will be used to define not “responsible” and not 
“responsive” bids. 

  

☐ 
Provide advertising information to the state seven (7) 
days prior to the first publishing of advertisement.  

Login into ARIPWeb and 
refer to the User Guide. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

☐ 

Town advertised two consecutive weeks in an official 
local newspaper.  

Date 1st notice placed: 
______________________. 

Date 2nd notice placed: 
______________________. 

  

☐ 
The contract must be awarded through a competitive 
bidding process and to the lowest “responsible” bidder. 

  

☐ 

Develop a dated record of the board meeting minutes 
that list the contractors that provided bids, the bid 
amounts and the awarded contractor, even if only one 
bid is received.  

Note: If the low bidder wasn’t awarded the contract, 
the document should state the reasoning behind the 
award, based on the pre-established guidelines and 
criteria for selecting bids. 
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MATERIAL QUANTITIES 

☐ 

Enter in information regarding construction material 
quantities.  

This quantity information can be entered in and 
updated at any point after award but initial estimates 
must be submitted prior to submission of the first 
project reimbursement.  

ARIP material quantities that will be required include: 

• Asphalt (Tons) 
• Bridge Deck (Sq. Ft) 
• Concrete (Sq. Yds) 
• Milling (Sq. Yds) 
• Excavation (Cu. Yds) 
• Grinding (Sq. Yds) 
• Base Course (Tons) 
• Stripping (Linear Ft) 
 

Note: project sponsor can select “N/A” if the material 
quantity is not applicable to their ARIP project. 

 

Login into ARIPWeb and 
refer to the User Guide. 

☐ 
Update material quantities as needed prior to project 
completion 

  

REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST 

☐ 
Verify that the improvement has been built to the 
specifications identified in the SMA. 

  

☐ 
The following documents are required for 
reimbursement. Scan and save them to your computer 
prior to logging into the ARIPWeb application: 

  

☐ 

If the CHC is submitting a reimbursement request on 
behalf of a project recipient, complete and upload form 
DT2353 located on the webpage, to capture the project 
recipient’s signature. 

  

☐ 
Submit the reimbursement request, including all 
required documentation, to the CHC via LRIPWeb. 
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☐ 
The CHC will review and submit the reimbursement 
request to WisDOT. 

  

☐ 
Monitor the status of the reimbursement request using 
the Search feature in ARIPWeb. 

  

 

  



29 
 
 

 

 

Appendix G: Engineer’s Attestation Example 
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