
Environmental Justice Evaluation--A Conceptual Framework
IDENTIFY MINORITY 
POPULATION/LOW-
INCOME POPULATIONS

Not Present in 
Project Area

Present in Project 
Area

Method of 
Determination End Investigation Document Findings Implement 

Projects

Indicate Affected 
Racial/Ethnic and/or 
Low-income groups

Identify Beneficial 
Impacts

ASSESS ADVERSE 
IMPACTS:

• General Economic
• Commercial/Industrial
• Agricultural
• Wetland
• Stream/Floodplain
• Lake/Water Body
• Upland Habitat
• Air Quality
• Construction 

State/General Sound 
quality

• Unique Area
• Hazardous Substance
• Aesthetic
• Etc.

Identify Environmental Issues

of Concern or Controversy

• No Adverse Effect
• No Issues of Concern or 

Controversy

• Adverse Effects
• Issues of Concern or 

Controversy

End Investigation Document Findings Implement 
Project

ASSESS 
DISPROPORTIONATE 
IMPACTS

Quantitative 
Assessment

No 
Disproportionate 
Impacts

End Investigation Mitigate Adverse 
Impacts Document Findings Implement Project

Identify/Implement 
FurtherMitigation 
Measures

Document EJ 
Findings

Implement Alternative

No Substantial Need for Project and 
Alternative of Less Adverse Effects Will Not 
Produce Other More Severe Adverse Effect or 
Involve Cost of Extraordinary Magnitude

Implement another Alternative or 
Stop Project

Qualitativetive 
Assessment

Disproportionate 
Impacts

ADDRESS TITLE VI 
CONCERNS

No Title VI 
Groups Affected

Title VI Groups 
Affected

Demonstrate that Substantial Need Exists 
for Project and Alternatives of Less 
Adverse Effects Would Produce other 
Effects that are More Severe or Involve 
Costs of Extraordinary Magnitude

Substantial Need Exists for Project and 
Alternatives of Less Adverse Effects Will 
Produce other More Severe Adverse Effects or 
Involve Cost of Extraordinary Magnitude

Stop Project Document Findings

Document Title VI 
Findings

Identify Other 
Alternatives

Mitigate

Enhance Beneficial 
Impacts if Practical
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