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OPERATION & SAMPLING 

To start a vehicle with an IID, the driver must follow the vendor’s instructions to power on the device. The driver 
must provide a passing sample before the vehicle can be started. 

Approved devices use breathing techniques, such as a combination of humming while blowing or changing airflow 
direction without stopping airflow during sampling. These anti-circumvention tools are combined with sensors 
that monitor breath temperature, humidity, flow rate, and even the tone of the hum to prove samples are from 
a human. Devices combine these tools while ensuring minimum volume and flow are also met with each sample 
attempt.   

When the device indicates that it is ready for the sample, take a deep breath, seal your lips around the 
mouthpiece, and exhale, incorporating the breath pattern as listed below: 

IID Breath Pattern 

Intoxalock   Exhale for 1-2 seconds, inhale for 1 second, then exhale until the device beeps 

LifeSafer Exhale and hum the word “duh” until the device beeps 

Low Cost Exhale for approximately 5-6 seconds until the device vibrates 

Smart Start Exhale for 2-3 seconds, then hum the word “duh” until the device beeps 

All devices have a five-minute timer for each test, allowing the driver plenty of time to provide a passing sample 
and to safely get the vehicle out of traffic if necessary. Multiple samples may be given until the five-minute timer 
runs out.   

Test results: 

Result Details Test 

PASS Breath sample was accepted, the alcohol concentration is at or below 0.02% Passed 

ABORT Breath sample was not accepted, may continue sample attempts Failed 

FAIL Breath sample was accepted, the alcohol concentration is greater than 0.02%   Failed 

REFUSE No breath samples were accepted, five-minute timer ran out Failed 
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Test Type Triggered When Explanation 
Violation 

for failure? 
Alert Mode 
for failure? 

Starting Test Device is powered on 
Test required before starting 

vehicle 
No No 

Initial Retest 
Within 5 minutes of the 

vehicle starting Tests required while the vehicle is 
running, will continue until 

vehicle is turned off 
No No 

Random 
Retest 

At random 5 to 30-minute 
intervals while the vehicle 

is running 
Confirmation 
Retest 

Any retest is failed 
Test required to “confirm” a failed 

retest 
Yes Yes 

 The free restart feature allows the driver to turn the vehicle back on without requiring another sample if 
the vehicle has been off for less than two minutes and the most recent sample passed.   

 Alert mode is activated upon detection of a violation (failing a confirmation retest) or a circumvention 
attempt. During Alert Mode, the vehicle’s horn will honk and the vehicle’s emergency lights will flash 
until either the vehicle is turned off, or a passing breath sample is provided. 

Violation Reset and Permanent Lockout Mode 

When the device detects one circumvention or tampering attempt, or three violations within a 60-day period, the 
violation reset will be initiated. This will require the device to receive service early, before the normal 60-day 
calibration period is over. 

The device will display a seven-day timer, during which the device must be brought into a service center for 
service, otherwise the device enters permanent lockout mode. During permanent lockout mode, the device will 
not accept samples and the vehicle will be immobile. The driver must: utilize mobile service (if available in their 
area), tow the vehicle to the service center,   or use a one-time lockout code to drive to a service center (if offered 
by the vendor). 

A lockout code, once entered in the device, allows the driver to make a single trip. 

 Only one code may be used during every 60-day calibration period 

 The device will return to normal functionality, requiring passing samples for operation 

 Once the vehicle is turned off, it will return to permanent lockout and now require either towing or mobile 
service 
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Q&A:   OPERATION & SAMPLING 

Q:   How do I start a vehicle equipped with an IID? 

A:   The driver must power the device on following the vendor’s instructions. Once the device requests a 
sample, provide a breath sample with an alcohol concentration that is less than the device setpoint of 0.02%. 
After providing a passing sample, the driver has two minutes to start the engine. If the driver does not start 
the vehicle within two minutes, the device will turn itself off and the driver must repeat the vehicle start 
process. 

ABORT, FAIL, or REFUSAL sample results while attempting to start a vehicle are not violations— they do not 
count toward a violation reset nor will they activate the alert mode. The device is simply doing what it is 
supposed to, preventing operation of a motor vehicle when the driver has a prohibited alcohol concentration. 
However, any failed samples may be a violation of parole or probation conditions.   

Q:   Can an IID turn the vehicle engine off? 

A:   No, the only way the engine can be stopped is by the driver turning the vehicle off. 

Q:   What can I expect to happen while driving? 

A:   After the vehicle has been started, the device will request retest samples within the first five minutes of 
operation and at random 5 to 30-minute intervals until the vehicle is turned off. All devices are programmed 
to have a five-minute sample timer to allow sufficient time to pull out of traffic (if necessary) before providing 
a breath sample. 

Q:   Will I get stranded while operating a vehicle equipped with an IID? 

A:   No, under normal operating conditions an IID will not strand a driver. If the device is in alert mode, it will 
continue to ask for retest samples at random 5 to 30-minute intervals, providing an opportunity to pass. If the 
engine is turned off by the driver while the device is in alert mode, the driver will not be able to restart the 
vehicle until their breath alcohol concentration drops below 0.02%. 

Q:   Can an IID drain a vehicle battery, so it won’t start the engine? 

A:   When a vehicle equipped with an IID is serviced, the technician verifies that the battery is maintaining the 
necessary charge. If the voltage drops below 10V, they may recommend that the vehicle’s battery be replaced, 
or electrical system be examined to determine the source of the problem.   

Most batteries installed in vehicles in Wisconsin have at least 500 cold cranking amps, which means you can 
crank the engine for 30 seconds at 0°F and maintain a terminal voltage of at least 1.2V/cell. When IIDs are in 
standby mode, they draw under 50 milliamps, or 0.01% of cranking capacity. By comparison, a cell phone 
charger draws 1-3 amps, and a single interior light draws around 2 amps. In the middle of winter, if the vehicle 
is not started, an IID could drain the battery in about 3 weeks. IID user’s manuals suggest that all vehicles be 
started every 2-3 days, especially in winter months, to ensure that the battery remains fully charged.   
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Q: What happens if someone else drives my IID-equipped vehicle? 

A:   Any driver may operate a vehicle equipped with an IID, they do not need to have the ignition interlock court 
order to do so. The driver must be alcohol-free and trained to successfully provide samples while operating 
the vehicle. The offender is responsible for all breath samples attempted and provided into the IID. If someone 
else is operating the vehicle, and provides anything other than passing samples, contact the vendor’s customer 
service department as soon as possible for assistance.   




