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Q&A:   HEALTH RELATED TOPICS 

Q:   Are there any provisions in the law to modify an IID to accommodate medical conditions? 

A:   No, the legislature did not incorporate any provisions for exempting individuals with medical or other 
conditions from a mandatory ignition interlock order.   

Q:   Can the IID be made more user-friendly for a hearing-impaired offender? 

A:   Service centers may be able to install the handset so that the display and indicator lights are more easily 
seen. Some can also install a light on the vehicle dashboard for additional assistance. Contact the 
manufacturer’s customer service department for assistance. 

Q:   Can the IID be made more user-friendly for an offender that uses hand controls to operate a vehicle? 

A:   The offender will have to communicate this information to the manufacturer’s customer service 
department when establishing an account. The service center will work to locate the handset within reach 
while driving. It will likely take additional practice to become accustomed to operation of the IID, particularly 
providing rolling retest samples in a timely manner. The device cannot be altered, nor can the retest feature 
be disabled as an accommodation. The driver has 5 minutes to provide a sample during each retest, allowing 
the driver to safely exit traffic and pull over or park the vehicle before providing a sample if necessary. 

Q:   Why can’t the service center change the device to require a smaller sample or eliminate the hum or 
change in breath flow direction?   

A:   All IIDs approved for use in Wisconsin must meet specifications established by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) and WisDOT, including a minimum 1.5-liter breath volume. Each device was 
tested using these criteria and changing that would adversely affect performance. 

Testing also verified that each device’s anti-circumvention technique, whether changing breath flow direction 
or humming while exhaling was effective. If these features are turned off, the IID will no longer meet WisDOT 
approval requirements. Wisconsin Administrative Code, ch. Trans 313, which governs the breath alcohol 
ignition interlock device program and device functionality requirements, explicitly prohibits lowering or 
altering the sampling requirements for any reason. Prior research on device sampling is recommended for 
individuals who may have diminished lung capacity, to ensure they choose a device with a sampling method 
they can replicate. 
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Q: I have a medical condition that makes providing breath samples difficult- what are my options? 

A:   There are no provisions in state law to exempt an IID order due to a medical condition. However, there are 
three options that one can pursue when providing a breath sample is challenging: 

• Prior research on device sampling is recommended for individuals who may have diminished lung 
capacity, to ensure they choose a device with a sampling method they can replicate. 

• Practice starting the vehicle while parked in a driveway or vacant parking lot. You may also seek 
additional training from the service center or by watching online content, as well as speaking to your 
vendor’s customer service department to get coaching and advice for sampling. 

• If you are unable to provide an acceptable sample, you can change to a different ignition interlock 
device. Call your device’s customer service department for assistance. You should plan to have the old 
device removed and the new one installed on the same day, if possible. Also, remember that you cannot 
legally operate a vehicle that does not have an IID, so you will need someone else to drive your vehicle 
to the installation appointment. 

• State law requires that all drivers meet minimum physical standards to be eligible for a driver license. If 
an offender asserts that they are incapable of providing successful breath samples, they may be required 
to comply with the medical evaluation requirements detailed in ch. Trans 112, Wisconsin Administrative 
Code. This requires a medical examination, paid for by the driver, and may include behind-the-wheel 
testing by DMV. 




