
Don’t Risk it
Most DRugs can affect the 
skills you neeD to RiDe safely
Over-the-counter and prescription drugs 
can create dangerous risks. Even cold 
tablets and allergy pills can affect your 
vision, coordination and judgment.
One final word about drugs. Don’t 
mix them. Their effects can be 
unpredictable. Some make people sick, 
confused or unconscious. Combining 
alcohol with other drugs is particularly 
dangerous…sometimes even fatal.
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oWi anD RelateD alcohol anD DRug Penalties (as of 2005 act 491; octobeR 1, 2006)

Generally, second offenses are counted within a 10-year period. Third and subsequent are counted within an individual’s 1. 
lifetime dating back to 1/1/89. [346.65(2)(b)-(e), 343.305(10)(b)3-4, 1997 Wis. Act 237- s. 9348(2f)] The 10-year and 
lifetime periods are measured from the date of refusal or violation that resulted in conviction. [346.65(2c)]
Absolute sobriety is mandatory for an occupational license for persons with two or 2. 
more suspensions, revocations or convictions. [343.10(5)(a)(2)]
Persons with two or more suspensions, revocations or convictions counted under 343.307(1), must complete assessment 3. 
and be in compliance with a driver safety plan to be eligible for an occupational license. [343.10(2)(e), 343.30(1q)(b)]
If repeat offender, court may immobilize, equip with an ignition interlock device (IID) or seize vehicle. [940.09(1d), 940.25(1d)]4. 
Assessment of the offender’s use of alcohol or controlled substances is required except for 5. 
first offenses where alcohol concentration (AC) >.08 and <.10. [343.30 (1q)(c)]
Fines, forfeitures, jail and revocation/suspension penalties are doubled for a person convicted of OWI if a person under 16 years 6. 
of age was in the vehicle at the time of the offense. [343.30 (1q)(b)4m., 343.305(10)(b)4m,(em), 343.31 (3)(bm)4m.,(c),(e),(f) and 
346.65 (2)(f),(3m).] For third and subsequent OWI offenses, fines are increased according to AC. [346.65(2)] Jail time is not doubled 
under these provisions for offenses committed in Winnebago county, unless the violation caused injury to another person.
Fines, forfeitures, jail, and revocations or suspensions are doubled if a pregnant woman is in 7. 
the vehicle at the time the driver committed the offense. [343.31(3)(c),(f)]
The vehicle owned by the offender and used in the offense may be immobilized or equipped with IID or the offender’s 8. 
operating privileges may be restricted to vehicles equipped with IID. [343.301(1)(a) and (2)(a)] For second or subsequent 
offenses, if there are 2 or more enumerated offenses committed within any 5 years such operating privilege restrictions are 
mandatory and all vehicles titled or registered in the offenders’ name must be immobilized or equipped with IID. [343.301(1)
(a) and (2)(a), 343.305(10m)] For third or subsesequent the vehicle may be seized and forfeited. [346.65(6)(a)1]

Additional fees, assessments and surcharges will also apply except for first OWI offense where AC > 08 9. 
and < .10 [165.755(1), 302.46, 346.655(1), 757.05(1), 814.63(1), 814.65(1), 814.85(1), 814.86(1)]
Penalties include a 1 year CDL disqualification (3 year disqualification if transporting hazardous 10. 
materials, or lifetime disqualification for 2nd offense since July 1, 1987. ). [343.315(2)(a)(b)(c)]
For third or subsequent OWI offenses, fines are multiplied for alcohol concentration of 0.17 or more. [346.65(2)(g)]11. 
For the scale of demerit points for all traffic violations, see Trans 101.02, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and 12. 
343.32(2); newly licensed and unlicensed drivers may be subject to increased demerit points. [343.32(2)(bc)]
Persons whose operating privileges have been suspended or revoked may apply for an 13. 
occupational license to drive between home and work or school. [343.10]
No OWI surcharge and no assessment of offender’s alcohol or controlled substance use for first offense prohibited 14. 
alcohol content [346.63(1)(b)] if AC > .08 and <.10. An OWI surcharge and an assessment are required for all first 
prohibited alcohol convictions where AC > .10 and for all first OWI convictions. [346.655(1), 343.30(1q)(c)1]
2005 Act 413 allows police to request test sample from any driver involved in an accident causing 15. 
injury or death, without probable cause to believe the driver was OMVWI or underage.
2003 Wisconsin Act 97 prohibits a person from operating a motor vehicle with any detectable presence of a restricted 16. 
controlled substance in his or her bloodstream. Violations are treated as OWI, and are subject to the same penalties as OWI.

SOURCE: DOT-Bureau of Transportation Safety; DOT-Office of General Counsel

1 Generally, second offenses are counted within a 10-year period.  Third and subsequent are counted within an individual’s lifetime dating back to 1/1/89.  [346.65(2)(b)-(e), 343.305(10)(b)3-4, 1997 Wis. Act 237- s.
9348(2f)]  The 10-year and lifetime periods are measured from the date of  refusal or violation that resulted in conviction. [346.65(2c)]

2 Absolute sobriety is mandatory for an occupational license for persons with two or more suspensions, revocations or convictions. [343.10(5)(a)(2)]
3 Persons with two or more suspensions, revocations or convictions counted under 343.307(1), must complete assessment and be in compliance with a driver safety plan to be eligible for an occupational license.
[343.10(2)(e), 343.30(1q)(b)]

 4 If  repeat offender, court may immobilize, equip with an ignition interlock device (IID) or seize vehicle.  [940.09(1d), 940.25(1d)]
5 Assessment of  the offender's use of  alcohol or controlled substances is required except for first offenses where alcohol concentration (AC) >.08 and <.10. [343.30 (1q)(c)]
6 Fines, forfeitures, jail and revocation/suspension penalties are doubled for a person convicted of  OWI if  a person under 16 years of  age was in the vehicle at the time of  the offense. [343.30 (1q)(b)4m., 343.305
(10)(b)4m,(em), 343.31 (3)(bm)4m.,(c),(e),(f) and 346.65 (2)(f),(3m).] For third and subsequent OWI offenses, fines are increased according to AC. [346.65(2)]  Jail time is not doubled under these provisions for
offenses committed in Winnebago county, unless the violation caused injury to another person.

7 Fines, forfeitures, jail, and revocations or suspensions are doubled if  a pregnant woman is in the vehicle at the time the driver committed the offense. [343.31(3)(c),(f)]
8 The vehicle owned by the offender and used in the offense may be immobilized or equipped with IID or the offender's operating privileges may be restricted to vehicles equipped with IID. [343.301(1)(a) and (2)(a)]
For second or subsequent offenses, if  there are 2 or more enumerated offenses committed within any 5 years such operating privilege restrictions are mandatory and all vehicles titled or registered in the offenders’
name must be immobilized or equipped with IID. [343.301(1)(a) and (2)(a), 343.305(10m)]  For third or subsesequent the vehicle may be seized and forfeited. [346.65(6)(a)1]

9 Additional fees, assessments and surcharges will also apply except for first OWI offense where AC > 08 and < .10 [165.755(1), 302.46, 346.655(1), 757.05(1), 814.63(1), 814.65(1), 814.85(1), 814.86(1)]
10 Penalties include a 1 year CDL disqualification (3 year disqualification if transporting hazardous materials, or lifetime disqualification for 2nd offense since July 1, 1987. ). [343.315(2)(a)(b)(c)]
11 For third or subsequent OWI offenses, fines are multiplied for alcohol concentration of 0.17 or more. [346.65(2)(g)]
12 For the scale of  demerit points for all traffic violations, see Trans 101.02, Wisconsin Administrative Code,  and 343.32(2); newly licensed and unlicensed drivers may be subject to increased demerit points.
[343.32(2)(bc)]

13 Persons whose operating privileges have been suspended or revoked may apply for an occupational license to drive between home and work or school. [343.10]
14 No OWI surcharge and no assessment of  offender's alcohol or controlled substance use for first offense prohibited alcohol content [346.63(1)(b)] if  AC > .08 and <.10. An OWI surcharge and an assessment are
required for all first prohibited alcohol convictions where AC > .10 and for all first OWI convictions. [346.655(1), 343.30(1q)(c)1]

15 2005 Act 413 allows police to request test sample from any driver involved in an accident causing injury or death, without probable cause to believe the driver was OMVWI or underage.
16 2003 Wisconsin Act 97 prohibits a person from operating a motor vehicle with any detectable presence of  a restricted controlled substance in his or her bloodstream. Violations are treated as OWI, and are subject to
the same penalties as OWI.

SOURCE: DOT-Bureau of  Transportation Safety; DOT-Office of  General Counsel

Suspension or Occupational Alcohol Demerit
Conviction Fine or Forfeiture9 Jail Revocation10 License13 Assessment 5 Points12

OWI, First10 $150-$3006 No 6-9 month revocation6 Immediately Yes14 6
[346.63(1)(a),(am),(b)] [346.65(2)(am)1.] [343.30(1q)(b)2] [343.30(1q)(b)2]
(Per se AC > .08) (plus $355 OWI surcharge)14

[340.01(46m)(a)] [346.655]
Restricted controlled
substance [340.01(50m)]16

OWI, Second1,10,16 $350-$1,1006 5 days to 6 months6 12-18 month revocation6 After 60 days2,3 Yes 6
(Per se AC > .08) [346.65(2)(am)2.] [346.65(2)(am)2.] [343.30(1q)(b)3] After 12 months if 2 or more
[340.01(46m)(a)] (plus $355 OWI surcharge) Vehicle immobilized or offenses within 5 years

equipped with IID8 [343.30(1q)(b)3],[343.307(1)]

OWI, Third1,10,16 $600-$2,0006,11 30 days to 1 year6 2-3 year revocation6 After 90 days2,3,9 Yes 6
(Per se AC > .08) [346.65(2)(am)3.] [346.65(2)(am)3.] [343.30(1q)(b)4] After 12 months if 2 or more
[340.01(46m)(a)] (plus $355 OWI surcharge) Vehicle immobilized or offenses within 5 years

equipped with IID or may be seized [343.30(1q)(b)4]
[346.65(6)(a)1]8

OWI, Fourth1,10,16 $600-$2,0006,11 60 days to 1 year6 2-3 year revocation6 After 90 days2,3 Yes 6
(Per se AC > .02) [346.65(2)(am)4.] [346.65(2)(am)4.] [343.30(1q)(b)4] After 12 months if 2 or more
[340.01(46m)(c)] (plus $355 OWI surcharge) Vehicle immobilized or offenses within 5 years

equipped with IID or may be seized8 [343.30(1q)(b)4]

OWI, Fifth or more1,10,16 $600-$10,00011 6 months to 6 years6 2-3 year revocation6 After 90 days2,3 Yes 6
(Per se AC > .02) [346.65(2)(am)5.] imprisonment [343.30(1q)(b)4] After 12 months if 2 or more
[340.01(46m)(c)] [939.50(3)(h)] [346.65(2)(am)5.] Vehicle immobilized or offenses within 5 years

(plus $355 OWI surcharge) [939.50(3)(h)] equipped with IID or may be seized8 [343.30(1q)(b)4]

Causing Injury10,16 $300-$2,0006,11 30 days to 1 year5,6 1-2 year revocation6,8 After 60 days Yes 6
While OWI [346.65(3m)] [346.65(3m)] [343.31(3)(e)] After 12 months if 2 or more
[346.63(2)(a)] (plus $355 OWI surcharge) offenses within 5 years

[343.31(3m)(b)]

Causing Great4,10,16 Up to $25,0006,7,10,11 Up to 12.5 years6,7,10 2 year revocation4,6,7,8 After 120 days Yes 6
Bodily Harm by OWI [939.50(3)(f)] imprisonment [343.31(3)(f)] After 12 months if 2 or more
[940.25(1)] (plus $355 OWI surcharge) [939.50(3)(f)] offenses within 5 years

[343.31(3m)(a)]

Homicide While OWI4,10,16 Up to $100,0006,7,10,11 Up to 25 years or,6,7,10 5 year revocation4,6,7 After 120 days Yes 6
[940.09(1)] [939.50(3)(c),(d)] if one or more prior [343.31(3)(c)] After 12 months if 2 or more

(plus $355 OWI surcharge) OWI-related offense, offenses within 5 years
up to 40 years [343.31(3m)(a)]
[930.50(3)(c),(d)]

Chemical Test Refusal10,15 1 year revocation6 After 30 days Yes 0
(First) [(343.305(10)(b)2] [(343.305(10)(b)2]
[343.305(9)]

Chemical Test Refusal1,10,15 2 year revocation6 After 90 days3 Yes 0
(Second) [343.305(10)(b)3] After 12 months if 2 or more
[343.305(9)] Vehicle immobilized or offenses within 5 years

equipped with IID8 [343.305(10)(b)3]
[343.305(10m)]

Chemical Test Refusal1,10 3 year revocation6 After 120 days3 Yes 0
(Third or greater) [343.305(10)(b)4] After 12 months if 2 or more
[343.305(9)] Vehicle immobilized or equipped offenses within 5 years

with IID or may be seized8 [343.305(10)(b)4]
[343.305(10m)]

Administrative Suspension 6 month suspension Immediately 0
for Prohibited Alcohol [343.305(7)(a)] [343.305(8)(d)]
Concentration  [343.305(7)]

Open Container $100 0
(Driver or passenger)15 [346.95(2m)]
[346.935]

OWI AND RELATED ALCOHOL AND DRUG16 PENALTIES (AS OF 2005 ACT 491;
OCTOBER 1, 2006)

take a look at this chaRt of Penalties. Note the fines, the jail terms, loss of regular license, and the points  
you receive on your driving record. Use your imagination and make it real to yourself – because the real experience is more  
hassle than a chart can show.

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/safety/motorist/drunkdriving/offenses.htm



Your gender•	
Your metabolism•	
How much and what kinds •	
of food you’ve eaten
Whether you’re on medication•	

The following chart demonstrates blood 
alcohol levels according to weight and 
number of drinks per hour. It applies to 
males. The blood alcohol level would be 
higher in each category for females.

(1-oz. 100 Proof Alcohol, 12-oz. Beer or 5-oz. Wine)

What haPPens to you at  
each level of RaiseD ac

 AC to .05
Your attention span is reduced and 
you react slower than normal. Your 
reasoning and judgment are not reliable. 
You feel unrealistically self-confident, 
and your inhibitions break down.

 AC .05 to .08
An AC of .05 or greater is considered 
relevant evidence of intoxication.

Chance of getting into a crash •	
is greatly increased.
Possible arrest and conviction for •	
Operating While Intoxicated (OWI).

 AC .08 and above
An AC of .08 or greater makes it •	
illegal to operate a motorcycle.
Anybody who tests at .08 or more will lose •	
his or her driver’s license immediately.

you can ReDuce the iMPact  
of alcohol to soMe DegRee
If you choose to drink, drink slowly to 
slow the absorption rate and eat something 
with protein. Although it’s not foolproof, 
the “drink an hour” rule can keep most 
people out of trouble. A “drink” means a 
5-ounce glass of wine, a 12-ounce beer or 
standard drink with one ounce of liquor.
Remember, once you overindulge, only 
time will make you sober. There are no 
shortcuts – cold showers, hot coffee, exercise, 
and other folk “remedies” don’t work.

you can ReDuce the Risk of a cRash
To guard against an alcohol-related 
crash – or a conviction for Operating 
While Intoxicated (OWI):

Don’t drink before riding.•	
If you do drink, set a limit of no •	
more than one drink an hour. Make 
every other drink non-alcoholic.
If you know you want to party, leave •	
your motorcycle at home. Then 
you won’t be tempted to ride.
If the party’s at somebody’s home and you •	
overindulged, sleep it off on the couch.
If you did ride to the party and drank •	
too much, secure your motorcycle 
and get a ride home, or call a taxi.

consequences
A drinking and riding arrest and 
conviction will cost you, in lots of ways
It’s not just the fine. At the arrest, you may be 
handcuffed, frisked, transported in the back 
of a squad car, fingerprinted, photographed 
and placed in a jail cell until you sober up 
or find a sober, responsible person willing 
to assume responsibility for you for the next 
12 hours. And remember, your motorcycle 
could be towed and put in storage.

Weight  Number of Drinks in a One-Hour Period

 100 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 120 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 140 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 160 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 180 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 200 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 220 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 240 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

2
2 3
2 3
2 3

3 4
3 4
3 4 5
3 4 5

3 4 5 6 7 8
3 4 5 6 7 8

4 5 6 7 8
4 5 6 7 8
4 5 6 7 8

5 6 7 8
6 7 8
6 7 8

AC to .05 AC .05 to .08 AC .08 & upDrinking alcohol and riding 
a motorcycle is a dangerous 
combination.
Statistics show that 45% of drivers killed in 
motorcycle crashes had been drinking. Of that 
45% total, 6% had enough alcohol to impair 
their judgment and riding skills, while a full 38% 
were legally intoxicated – they had an alcohol 
concentration (AC) level of .08 or greater.

In Wisconsin, a larger percentage of motorcycle crash 
victims are young, less likely to use safety equipment, 
and more likely to be violating licensing or traffic laws 
than crash victims in other vehicles.

alcohol & MotoRcycle safety

Wisconsin Motorcycle Safety Program Wisconsin Motorcycle Safety Program

alcohol affects all youR  
vital RiDing skills
It affects your ability to:

Ride and scan the road for  •	
hazards at the same time
Perceive moving objects•	
See effectively at night•	
Coordinate eye, hand and foot movements•	
Maintain balance while maneuvering•	
Make good decisions•	
React quickly•	

heRe is a basic guiDeline foR  
hoW Much alcohol it takes  
to Raise youR ac count
caution: The following chart is a starting 
point – it may not be exactly right for you. 
The amount of alcohol it actually takes to 
raise your AC to intoxication depends on:

How much alcohol you consume•	
How quickly you consume it•	
Your body size•	

you can see the aReas of high Risk 
in this bReakDoWn of factoRs that 
contRibute to cRash fatalities: 

Factors in 
Fatalities 

(drivers only)

% of Total 
Cycling 

Fatalities

% of Total  
Auto & Light  

Truck Fatalities

•	 Age 30 and 
younger 60% 42%

•	 No Helmet 94% N/A

•	 Speeding 53% 23%

•	 Violating 
licensing 
laws 25% Unknown

•	 AC at or 
above .08 35% 32%

•	 Under .08 65% 68%




